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fa who was of a moſt ſuſ- 
picious temper, now imagined that 
Father Pedro acted in concert with Ma- 
dame de Seidlits, and that the deſperate 
ſtate of her affairs had produced an alter- 
ation in the ſentiments of her daughter, 
of which they had informed him, that he 
might puſh a renewal of the propoſal of 
marriage without delay.—He thought alſo 
that the Monk's zeal had made him over- 
ſhoot his commiſſion, by imprudently men- 
tioning the circumſtance of the ſale of the 
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_ Jewels ; for he was convinced, that one rea- 
ſon for their wiſhing to have the ceremony 
ſpeedily concluded, was to prevent his and 
other proofs of their poverty from appear- 

ing. As he now believed, therefore, that 
it was in his power to obtain Laura in mar- 
riage whenever he pleaſed, that very con- 
viction acting on his capricious and vicious 
diſpoſition, diſinclined him to it, and de- 
termined him to renew his original ſcheme 
of ſeduction, which he flattered himſelf the 
diſtreſſes of poverty, joined to the credit of 
his late exploit, would greatly facilitate. 
. Laura, though unacquainted with the diſ- 
| agreeable accounts which her mother had 
received from Germany, or with the exact 
ſtate of the circumſtances in which ſhe had 
been left by her father, knew in general 
that they were narrow, and therefore would 
have been pleaſed with a more ſevere ſyſtem 
of ceconomy than was agreeable to her 
mother. A knowledge of this was one 
reaſon why Madame de Seidlits had always 
repreſented their ſituation in the moſt fa» 
vourable light to her daughter, 
355 This 
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This young lady, notwithſtanding the 
admiration ſhe never failed to excite, was 
by no means fond of appearing often in 
public. For what are called public amuſe- 
ments, ſhe had but a very moderate reliſh; 
and ſtood in no need of them as a re- 
ſource for paſſing her time. 

She had ſuch a taſte for reading, as af= 
forded a very pleaſing ſource of entertain- 
ment and improvement to her mind, with- 
out inclining her to deſpiſe or negle& other 
occupations becoming her age and ſex. Her 
natural good ſenſe, taſte, and accompliſh- 
ments, while they rendered her indepen- 
dent of company, made her more enter- 
taining in it: without being over-reſerved, 
nothing could be more modeſt than her 
deportment; and very few women poſ- . 
ſeſſed the talent of converſing in a more 
eaſy and agreeable manner. Her mind 
being undiſturbed by paſſion, ſerene through 
innocence, naturally cheerful, and eaſily 
amuſed, ſhe could have lived happy in a 
very limited ſociety, and in the delightful 
A 4 occupation 
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occupation of promoting her mother s hap- 
pineſs, and that of all around her. 
Madame de Seidlits was fomewhat of a 
different character: although Laura was the 
warmeſt object of her affection, yet the 
flood in need of amuſements, and had a 
taſte for a greater ſhare of elegant fuper- 
fuities than her revenue could ſupply. 
Had ſhe conformed herſelf exactly to her 
daughter's taſte, they could have lived free 
from debt upon the penſion and intereſt of 
the money left by her huſband ; but as ſhe 
often followed her own, they muſt have 
been embarrailed in a ſhort time, even al- 
though their banker s failure had not hap- 
pened. 
Ihe particular article of expence ah 
gave Laura moſt uneaſinefs, was what re- 
garded her dreſs. Her own taſte in dreſs 
was elegantly ſimple, and, in her, was fo 
decoming, that all who beheld her, were of 
opinion that additional ornament would 
tend to diminiſh the luſtre of her beauty: 
yet when in compliance with her mother's 
4 | taſte 
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taſte ſhe adopted ornaments to the height 
of the mode, the fame beauty ſhone con- 
fpicuous through all the variations, and in 
ſpite of the extravagances of faſhion. 
While Madame de Seidlits endeavoured 
to affume the appearance of ſerenity and 
cheerfulneſs before Laura, ſhe could not 
reſiſt a real depreſſion of ſpirits. She ſaw 
the neceſſity of narrowing the limited plan 
of expence ſhe had with difficulty hitherto 
followed, and was uncertain whether any 
ſyſtem of economy would relieve her from 
a ſpecies of diftreſs which her ſpirit could 
ill ſupport, and which ſhe felt with keener 
anguiſh on Laura's account—who in reality 
could have ſupported the misfortune which 
was ſo carefully concealed from her infi- 
nitely better than her mother. 

Meanwhile, Zeluco viſited Madame de 
Seidlits with moſt aſſiduous punQuality, 
and was always received with a cordial wel- 
come. He ſaw the dejection of Madame 
de Seidlits, and the anxiety of Laura, with 
ſecret ſatisfaction and apparent concern; 
he imputed both to the diſtreſs of theic 
1 | A 4 | cireum- 
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circumſtances, and was in daily expecta- 
tion that Madame de Seidlits would apply 
to him for relief, which he imagined 
would entitle him to ſtill greater familia- 
rity in the family, involve her in repeated 
obligations to himſelf, and finally termi- 
nate 1n the ſucceſs of his baſe deſigns upon 
the honour of Laura. 


Zeluco's paſſion was of the groſſeſt na- 
ture; he called it love, but with more pro- 
priety, even at its height, it might have 
been denominated hatred; it was entirely 
ſelfiſh, unconnected with ſentiment, or the 
happineſs of its obje&; even in the midſt 
of deſire, he felt reſentment againſt Laura, 
for the neglect and indifference which ſhe 
had evinced towards him. 

He. took every opportunity, when he 
found Madame de Seidlits alone, of inſi- 
nuating a deſire of obliging her, and la- 
mented, with mildneſs and much reſpect, 
that ſhe was ſo reſerved, and ſeemed un— 
willing even in the ſmalleſt inſtance to give 
him the pleaſure of being of ſervice to her. 

He ſometimes, on Madame de Seidlits 
beiyg called out, was left for a few minutes 


with 
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with Laura; to her he expreſſed the moſt 
tender concern for her mother's health, 
« which he dreaded was not ſo good as 
uſual; was afraid of ſome concealed an- 
guiſh either in her body or mind, and with 
the moſt inſinuating ſolicitude begged to 
know whether Laura ſuſpeted what it 
was ; not that he preſumed to make too 
particular an inquiry, only in general, whe- 
ther ſhe did not ſuſpect that her mother had 
ſome ſecret affliction, and whether it was 
bodily or mental.“ 


Laura's anſwers on all ſuch occaſions 
imported, © that ſhe hoped he was miſ- 
taken in imagining that any thing particu- 
lar diſturbed her mother; but even if it were 
| fo, ſhe ſhould be cautious of prying into 
what her parent judged proper to conceal.” 

Ia the mean while, Madame de Seidlits 
flattered herſelf that Laura began to view 
Zeluco with more favourable eyes than 
formerly, and entertained hopes that ſhe 


would at length conſent to his propoſals : 
The was determined however to leave her 


to herſelf, and adhere to the promiſe ſhe. 
| had 
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had given, never to ſolicit her on the ſub- 
jet. But ſhe found means, without ap- 
parent deſign, of leaving them together 
frequently, for a conſiderable ſpace of time, 
in the expectation that he would gradually 
ſtrengthen Laura's diſpoſition in his favour, 
and ſeize ſome happy occaſion of renewing 
his ſuit, for the ſucceſs of which ſhe was 
more anxious than ever. | 
The idea that Laura, whom ſhe juſtly | 
thought formed for adding luſtre to the 
higheſt and moſt brilliant rank of life, 
ſhould undergo the mortifications of po- 
verty, was what ſhe could bear with leſs 
firmneſs, than the thought, horrid as it was, | 
of mortifications of the ſame nature occur- 
ring to herſelf. Here Madame de Seidlits 
fell into a very general error, and to which 
parents are peculiarly liable, in the eſta- 
bliſhing of their children in marriage. Her 
daughter's happineſs, not her own, was 
what ſhe had chiefly in view; but in eſti- 
mating this, her own ideas of happineſs, 
not her daughter's, were what ſhe chiefly 
conſidered, 5 
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Laura had remarked fome appearance of 


dejection in her mother's ſpirits, before it 


was hinted to her by Zeluco; but had not 


made any inquiry about the cauſe, partly 


becauſe fhe hoped it proceeded from no 
cauſe of importance, and partly for the 
reaſon ſhe had given to Zeluco. 

She had remarked that her mother had 


leſs dejection in Zeluco's company than 


when he was not preſent; on this account 


the herſelf was pleaſed with his viſits ; ſhe 


thought herſelf under great obligations to 


him, and in conſequence of thefe ſenti- 
ments, the whole of her conduct was ſo 


much altered, that he became perſuaded not 


only that her former prejudices were over- 
come, but that ſhe had conceived a great par- 


tiality for him. He was much leſs ſurpriſed 


at this, than he had been formerly at her 


Having viewed him with indifference; which 
his vanity never permitted him to think 
was natural, but rather the artificial off- 
ſpring of Signora Sporza's malice. But ſhe 

being now at a diſtance, he fondly believed 

that his perſonal accompliſhments began to 

operate 
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operate the ſame effect on the heartof Laura, 
which, in his opinion, they uſually did on 
the hearts of women of ſenſibility and diſ- 
cernment. 


Madame de Seidlits had for ſome time 


expected letters from a friend at Berlin, 


who had engaged to write to her the real 
ſtate of her banker's affairs, and how much 
he would be able to pay his creditors, as 


- ſoon as the truſtees appointed for that bu- 
ſineſs ſhould make their report. Several 
poſts had already arrived ſince the time 
when ſhe expeded this account, without 


her having received any letter on a ſubject 
which intereſted her ſo much. She was 
ſitting one day with Laura, when the ſer- 
vant returned from the poſt-office, and 
told her there were no foreign letters for 
her. She could not help diſcovering marks 
of diſappointment and vexation.— I am 
ſure, my dear mother,” ſaid Laura, « will 
let me know, 'as ſoon as it is fit I ſhould 


| know, what it is which gives her uneaſi- 


neſs.” — Being diſappointed when I am 
in expectation of letters from my diſtant 
iriends 
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friends always vexes me, my dear,” ſaid 
Madame de Seidlits : © I cannot help it.” 

« I hope you will have agreeable ac- 
counts ſoon,” ſaid Laura. 
« I hope I ſhall, my dear,” replied Ma- 
dame de Seidlits, with a ſigh; and directly 
fell into a fit of muſing, which brought 
tears into the eyes of Laura, who turned 
to the window, that they might not be ob- 
ſerved by her mother. 

Zeluco was introduced. — The face of 
Madame de Seidlits brightened, and ſhe re- 
_ ceived him with cheerfulneſs and every 
mark of regard. The heart of Laura, who 
perceived the immediate effect his preſence 
had on her mother, throbbed with warmer 
gratitude and good-will towards him, than 
even when he delivered her from the ſup- 
poſed robbers. 

A female acquaintance of Madame de 
Seidlits at chis inſtant called on her. 
© You are low-ſpirited of late,” ſaid ſhe 
to Madame de Seidlits, “ and keep the 
houſe too much? I am come to carry you 

into the freſh air for a couple of hours.” 
„ I beg. 
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«© beg you will go,“ ſaid Laura eagerly 


to her mother; you really have been too 
much confined.” 


„ will with pleaſure, my dear, ſaid 
Madame de Seidlits.—“ You will entertain 


Signor Zeluco, while he chuſes to ſtay.” 
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Reſerve with frankneſs, art with truth ally'd, 
Courage with ſoftneſs, modeſty with pride. Pore, 


HEN Madame de Seidlits and her 
friend had driven away, Laura 

aſked Zeluco, whether he choſe to hear an 
air on the harpſichord? He anſwered, he 
ſhould prefer it to any concert, provided 
ſhe would accompany it with her voice. 
She played and ſung a lively air. This 
did not exactly ſuit Zeluco, who wiſhed to 
make ſerious and very pathetic love to her; 
he could not avoid, however, praiſing the 
tune, and the execution. 


« Since that air is to your taſte, Signor, 
ſaid Laura, who was highly pleaſed with 
him on account of the good effect his viſit 
produced on her mother, © I will play an- 
other in the yo style. 


— 
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* You play like an angel—and are an 
ange l,“ cr ied Zeluco. 

* Do angels deal in muſic of this ſort ?” 
ſaid Laura, running over the keys with 


infinite rapidity, and ſinging a OP: > 


air. 
Zeluco beide perſuaded that he had been 
left by the mother to give him an oppor- 
tunity of renewing his propoſal to the 
daughter, and that ſhe herſelf had, for 
ſome time, expected this with impatience; 
he conſtrued her gaiety into a deſire of 
captivating him, and meditated how to ad- 
dreſs her in terms expreſſive of love, with- 
out conveying any idea of matrimony. He 
dreaded any hint of that kind, and im- 
puted her frank and obliging behaviour to 
a diſpoſition in Laura, of which he deter- 
mined to take the advantage. 
Having finiſhed the air, and perceiving 
that Zeluco was grave and penſive; ſhe 
ſaid, with a ſweetneſs of voice and manner 
which would have turned a leſs determined 
villain from his purpoſe, * You do not 
ſeem to reliſh this ſo much, Signor?“ 
ct FL) re- 
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© TI reliſh,” cried he, every thing you 
do, and every thing you ſay; and beg to 
be heard on a ſubject of infinite importance 
to my happineſs.“ 

© You have a right, Signor, to expect 
to be heard by me on any ſubject which 
you yourſelf have not agreed to avoid, 
ſaid Laura, with a ſolemn and ſerious air, 
which the impaſſioned manner in which he 
had ſpoken obliged her to aſſume. 


Although Zeluco was a little ſurpriſed 
at the ſudden alteration which had taken 
place in the features of Laura, he reſum- 
ed his rapturous tone: How can I avoid FR 
expreſſing my admiration of beauty ſo an- 
gelic?“ cried he, throwing himſelf on his 
knee, and attempting to ſeize her hand. 

— Whatever you have to ſay, Signor,“ 
ſaid Laura, withdrawing her hand, and | 
ſpeaking with firmneſs and dignity, * you 
will certainly ſpeak more at your own eaſe, 
and to my ſatisfaction, by keeping your 
ſeat.” 

„Hear me, Madam,” ſaid Zeluco, em- 
barraſſed and overawed. 
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„J will hear nothing,” replied ſhe, 
« while you continue in that poſture ;j—it 
is too ridiculous.” MY 
Zeluco roſe.— Now, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, 
« what have you to ſay?” 
„I am much concerned, Madam,” re- 


| ſumed he, heſitating, and entirely driven 
from his purpoſe; © I am forry, I ſay, that 

I have offended you ;—but I really flatter- 

ed myſelf, that after the marks of regard 

which I had the good fortune to—but thoſe 

are trifles—My eſteem and regard are un- 

| bounded, —and the honour I propoſed, — 

. * that is, the happineſs of calling you mine 


8 —My fortune, my life, I conftder as no- 
thing that is, I mean, when put in com- 


petition. —In this incoherent manner he 
went on, without knowing what he ſaid. 
There is a dignity and elevation in vir- 
tue which overawes the moſt daring pro- 
fligate. No man of ſenſe, however free 
in his morals, ever attempted a woman 
till he imagined that ſhe had ſome inclina- 
tion he ſhould. Let him uſe what delicate 
terms he pleaſes, to what purpoſe can he 
be 
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be ſuppoſed to expreſs his own wiſhes, if 
he does not ſuſpect that ſhe bas the ſame 
wiſhes with himſelf? This is the true point 
of view in which women ought to con- 
ſider addreſſes of this nature—!n what 
other point of view can they be conſider- 
ed? A woman is ſolicited to grant what 
diſhonours herſelf. Well, her ſolicitor, 
if he is not a fool, will not, in conſcience, 
expect that ſhe will ſtoop to this without 
a motive, or merely to pleaſe him. What 
then does he expect? Why, that ſhe will 


conſent to pleaſe herſelf, 


The coolneſs and modeſt dignity of 
Laura's manner gave at once ſuch a check 
to Zeluco, that ſhe did not diſcover his 


aim. She ſaw only his embarraſſment, 
which ſhe imputed to his being conſcious 


of having broken the engagement which 


he had entered into, not to renew his pro- 
poſal of marriage; for, although ſhe had 


been ſurpriſed, and diſpleaſed with the 
manner in which he had addreſſed her, 
yet ſhe never once ſuſpected his real 
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Willing, therefore, to relieve his con- 
fuſion, and to be quite certain of what he 
meant; ſhe, with a milder aſpect, addreſſed 
him in theſe words: “ Signor Zeluco, 
I with to know whether I am to conſtrue 
what you ſay into a renewal of your for- 
mer Propoſal ?”—Although conſcious that 
ſhe miſtook his intention, he anſwered her 
queſtion by a bow.—** Then,” reſumed 
ſhe, © I muſt repeat what I formerly de- 
clared on that occaſion. I am truly ſen- 
ſible of the honour which your opinion 

| does me. I ſhould be happy to have any 
proper opportunity of ſhewing the ſenſe 
of obligation which I have for the gene- 
rous fervices which you rendered me. You 
are entitled to my laſting gratitude—more 
is not in my power to beſtow ;—and grati- 
tude alone would, in a wife, be a poor 
return for the generous love you profeſs. 
After this avowal, and declaring with the 
ſame breath, continued ſhe, that the 
propoſals you made, in point of libera- 
lity, exceed my utmoſt wiſh, it is evi- 
dent, that wy reaſon for declining them 
18 
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is of a nature not to be overcome, and 
ought, therefore, to be an obſtacle of as 
great weight with you as it is with me, 

Indeed, if I had not been perſuaded that 
it had at length appeared ſo in your eyes, 

I ſhould have taken care to avoid any oc- 

caſion for an explanation, equally diſ- 

agreeable for you to hear, and me to re- 

. peat.” 
Having ſaid this, ſhe withdrew to an- 

other room, and left Zeluco ſo much ſur- 
priſed and confounded, that he remained 
fixed to the ſpot for ſome minutes be- 
fore he recovered preſence. of mind ſuf- 
ficient to return to his own houſe. 

He was now convinced, that all his 
_ conjectures were erroneous, and that, not- 
withſtanding domeſtic diſtreſſes, ſo far 
from having any deſign upon him, Laura 
was determined never to accept of him as a 

| Huſband. He had not pondered long on 

this, till, in proportion as his fears of 
loſing her augmented, his deſire to marry 
her increaſed, and before the enſuing 
morning he would have purchaſed at the 

B * higheſt 
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higheſt price that very ſituation which, 
the day before, he dreaded being drawn 


into, and had determined to uſe all his ad- 
dreſs to avoid. 


He plainly perceived, that her reaſon 
for refuſing him proceeded from diſlike; 
but although this conviction rankled in his 
breaſt with the ſevereſt anguiſh, he could 


not refuſe his admiration of the delicacy 
and propriety of her ſentiments, the can- 


dour and dignity with which they were 
expreſſed ; while the beauty and elegance 


of her face and perſon never had appeared 


more attractive. 
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CHAP. LUI. 


Nunc animum pietas, maternaque nomina frangunt. 
OVID. 


H now retten the language he had 

held to Father Pedro, and reſolved to 
renew his confederacy with him on the 
baſis on which it had formerly ſtood, re- 
ſolving, at the ſame time, that in one ſhape 
or other ſhe ſhould be Bis, whatever dan- 
ger or guilt might attend the accompliſh- 
ment of his deſires. 
Ever fince their laſt converſation, Fa- 
ther Pedro had kept a watchful eye upon 
Zeluco, being ſuſpicious that he meditated 
ſome deſign upon Laura which he durſt 
not avow. Theſe ſuſpicions he intended 
to communicate to Madame de Seidlits, 
but he was prevented by Zeluco's intreat- 
ing him to renew the matrimonial treaty. 


He endeavoured to give ſome plauſible 
33 reaſon 
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as 


reaſon for his former behaviour, and Pedro 


was too well pleaſed with his preſent diſpo- 
ſition to criticiſe with much ſeverity his 
late conduct. But he was ſincerely ſorry 
that Laura ſeemed ſo determined to reject a 


meaſure which, in his eyes, appeared ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary in the preſent ſtate of 
her mother's circumſtances. 

He again ſpoke to Madame de Seidlits 
on the ſubject of Zeluco's addreſſes to Laura, 
enumerating the advantages that would 
reſult to herſelf, as well as to her daughter, | 
from this alliance. 


Madame de Seidlits thanked him * the 


intereſt he ſeemed to take in her family, 


adding, That perhaps ſhe ſaw the ad- 
vantages of ſuch an alliance i in the ſame 
light that he did, and had ſtronger reaſons 
than he was acquainted with, for wiſhing 
that Laura were of the ſame way of think- 
ing. But having the moſt complete con- 
viction of the good ſenſe, virtuous inclina- 


tions, and dutiful diſpoſition of her daugh- 


ter, to whom her approbation of Zeluco 
was perfectly known; ; ſhe was reſolved to 


adhere 
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| adhere to her engagement, not to preſs her 
farther on that ſubject. There never was 
one human creature, Father,” continued 
ſhe, who had a ſtronger deſire to oblige 
another, than Laura has to oblige me; ſhe 
knows that few things could give me ſo 
much pleaſure as her conſenting to marry 
him; yet ſhe continues to reje&t him. 
What can this proceed from but a rooted 
diſlike? Whetherthis be well or ill founded, 
it would equally render her miſerable to be 
united to a perſon ſhe fo diſlikes; and it 
would be the height of cruelty in me to 
exert maternal influence in ſuch a cauſe.” 

Father Pedro ſaid, He feared that 


Laura ſacrificed her * to an ill- 
grounded Prejudice. 


«© She ſhall, at leaſt, not ſacrifice it to 
my importunity,” replied Madame de Seid- 
lits. 3 ; 

The efforts which Madame de Seidlits 
was obliged to make, to conceal the bad 
ſtate of her affairs from Laura, to appear 
cheerful while in reality ſhe was fad, and to 
adhere to her promiſe and reſolution of 


ee | giving 
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giving no hint to her daughter in favour of 
Zeluco, hurt her health; ſhe loſt her ap- 
petite, grew thin, and uncommonly pale: 


when any body took notice of this, by an 
affected cheerfulneſs, and by aſſertions 


which her whole appearance contradicted, 

ſhe rendered her illneſs more viſible and 

more affecting. EE 
Alas! Madam,” faid Laura, why 


will you conceal the cauſe of your illneſs?“ 
A am not ill, 1 ſhe, with a 
ſickly ſmile. 1 

„ Let this be decided, 7 ſaid nad cc by 


a phyſici cian.?? 
Indeed, my dear, a phyſician could 


be of no ſervice to me.“ 


« T am certain you are not well—you 
are always ſorrowful.” 


* Can phyſicians cure ſorrow | pe 


t You have then ſome ſecret ſorrow,” 


cried Laura, catching at her mother's laſt 
expreſſion, as if it had been an avowal — 


« Tell me—O tell me the cauſe of your 


affliction ; — confide in me; —truſt your 


Laura.” 


4 «] as 
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] do confide in you, my beloved girl; 
II could truſt my ſoul with you ;—but 
you alarm yourſelf without a cauſe.—I am 
happy, my love, in your affection and 
goodneſs.” 
5 Laura could not refrain from tears at 
theſe expreſſions of her mother, but find- 


ing that ſhe declined to acknowledge the 
cauſe of her uneaſineſs, ſhe preſſed her 


no farther: perceiving, however, that her 


mother's dejection of ſpirits continued, and 
that ſhe became more and more emaci- 
ated, the young lady was at laſt ſo greatly 
alarmed, that ſhe communicated her fears 
to Father Pedro, intreating his counſel. 

Hitherto he had abſtained from the ſub- 
ject, in expectation that Laura would adopt 
this very meaſure. 

«© I have been as uneaſy as you can be, 
my dear daughter, at the viſible alteration 
in your mother's ſpirits and health ; and 
obſerving that ſhe avoided giving any rea- 
ſon for it, I could not help endeavouring, 
by every means I could think of, to diſ- 
cover whether ſhe had received any news 


to 
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to diſturb her, or what the cauſe of ſuch 
dejection could be, that every poſſible me- 
thod might be tried for its removal. 

And have you diſcovered the cauſe ?” 
cried Laura, impatiently. 

Father Pedro had heard of the failure 
of the banker; he began by informing her 
of what he had learned on that head. 

Laura was in ſome degree relieved by 
this account; her imagination had figured 
ſomething worſe: ſhe dreaded that ſome 
diſeaſe of an incurable nature afflicted her : 
mother, which, out of tenderneſs to her 
a ſhe concealed. 

„ The diſtreſs which this man's mif- 
fortune brings will be temporary, 5 ſaid 
the ; 4 he will ſurely pay ſome proportion, 
if not the whole, of his debts. My mother 
feels the preſent inconvenieney more on 
my account than her own. I will ſhew 
her how light it fits on my mind, and how 
cheerfully I can conform to any circum- 
ſtances.— The king's penſion remains the 
Houſe here, and the farm, remain A little 


time will make my mother forget this loſs ; 
the 
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ſhe wall recover her health, and I ſhall 
again be happy.” 

The Father then mentioned the circum- 
ſtance of ſelling the jewels. 

This affected Laura at firſt, becauſe it 
was a proof of her mother's immediate 
diſtreſs; but ſoon after, ſhe ſaid, © I am 
glad of it, it will put her at her eaſe for 
ſome time at leaſt, —perhaps till the banker 
is able to pay part of what he owes. I 
am much happier, Father, than I was be- 
fore I knew the whole ſource of my dear 
mother's low ſpirits.” 


<« Iwiſh,” ſaid the Father, this were 
the whole.” | 

1 merciful Heaven !” cried Laura; 
M What! 1 is there more!“ 8 
Shall I ſpeak,” 8 faid Pedro, my real 


ſentiments ?” 

Jes, certainly,” cried Laura, trembling. 
Without any cover or diſguiſe?” added he. 
“ I did not think you had ever uſed 
any,” ſaid Laura. 

« When we are obliged to blame thoſe 
we love,” reſumed he, * it is natural to do 
it in the mildeſt manner.” 1 
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If I have failed in my duty to my 


mother, uſe the ſevereſt, ſaid Laura. 


The Monk then reminded her, That 


her mother had always entertained a fa- 


vourable opinion of Signor Zeluco, which 
had been confirmed and augmented by time 


and more intimate acquaintance: that ſhe 
had heard his propoſal of marriage with 
great ſatisfaction, for few things are more 
agreeable to a prudent and affectionate mo- 
ther, than to ſee her daughter united in 


marriage with a man deſerving her eſteem: 


that on finding her daughter s ideas differ- 
ent from her's on this ſubject, ſhe had ſa- 
crificed her own, and with a generoſity 
which few parents poſſeſs, had never again 


given her a hint on the ſubject; but it was 


even then pretty evident the ſacrifice had 
coſt her a good deal: that Zeluco's gallant 
behaviour ſince that time, and the very im- 
portant ſervice he had rendered her, had 
renewed and ſharpened her mother's ori- 


ginal wiſhes, that ſo deſerving a man were : 
as agreeable to her daughter as to herſelf, 


and N had 9 her with freſh 


hopes 


pr 
4 


t 
hopes that his conduct would produce that 
effect on ſuch a generous and grateful heart 
as Laura's: that being diſappointed 1n theſe 
flattering expectations at a moment when 
her own private affairs were ſo much de- 
ranged, had, he feared, corroded: the breaft 
of Madame de Seidlits, and was the true 
cauſe of all her inquietude;. for ſhe was 
endued with that noble and exalted affec- 
tion which inclined her to be ready to com- 
municate to her daughter the largeſt pro- 
tion of all her comforts, and endeavour 
to keep to herſelf the whole of what was 
painful in their common lot, as appeared 
conſpicuous in her concealing from Laura 
the bankruptcy which ſo cruelly affected 
their circumſtances, and allowing the whole 


vexation of that unexpected misfortune to 


prey upon her own ſpirits, and undermine 
her health. 

Here the Father pauſed, to give Laura an 
opportunity of ſpeaking; but perceiving 
that ſhe kept her eyes fixed on the ground, 
and ſeemed unable to make any reply, he 
added, That, upon the whole, it was 


very 


32 2 E. E UC-0; 
very difficult for him to offer any advice; 
or point out a remedy ; becauſe, he ac- 
knowledged that Laura's taſte, even het 
prejudices, ought to have weight in the 
choice of a huſband, and that it would be 
hard to blame her for indulging them. He 
would not venture to aſſert, that religion 
required her to ſacrifice them, as Provi- 
dence certainly might, if it thought pro- 
per, find other means of preſerving the 
health of her mother; and might, in its 
own good time, free that worthy woman 
from her preſent difficulties, and prevent 
her future life from being imbittered with 
penury, which her elegant taſte and li- 
beral diſpoſition could ſo ill endure. os 
Father,“ ſaid Laura, whoſe eyes were 
now overflowing, © I am unable at preſent 
to converſe with you,—leave me to myſelf, 
—T will, if I can, talk with you more fully 
to-morrow morning.“ They parted. 
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CHAP. IIV. 
Fallit te incautam pietas tu..  Vire. 


AURA continued reflecting on every 
thing that the Monk had ſaid and 
| inne s diſintereſted Paſſion 
his kindneſs to her mother the obligation 
he had laid on herſelf—her mother's wiſhes, 
at firſt ſo plainly ſignified, and afterwards 
with ſuch delicacy ſuppreſſed— her mater- 
nal tenderneſs through all her life, par- 
ticularly diſplayed by her endeavour to 
conceal the affair of the jewels and the 
bankruptcy—and, finally, the declining 
ſtate of her mother's health, which filled 
her with the moſt alarming apprehenſions. 
In conſequence of revolving thoſe conſi- 
derations in her mind, her diſlike to Ze- 
luco began to appear in her own eyes an 
unreaſonable prejudice, which gratitude 
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and filial affection, with united voice, called 
i upon her to overcome. 
The next day Laura informed er mo- 
ther, that ſhe was willing to beſtow her 
hand on Signor Zeluco. Joy was very 
ſtrongly mixed with the ſurpriſe which 
appeared in Madame de Seidlits's counte- 
nance. Yet ſhe addreſſed Laura in theſe 
terms: I deſire, my dear, that no ſacri- 
fice may be made to any ſuppoſed wiſh of 
mine on this occaſion; I aſſured you for- 
merly, and I repeat it now, that I think you 
have a full right in an affair of this nature 
to follow your own inclinations.” 
Laura replied, That this alteration. of 
ſentiment had taken place in conſequence 
of her ſerious reflexions on Signor Zeluco 8 
conduct to them both. 


Madame de Seidlits then embracing her 
daughter, expreſſed her ſatisfaction in the 
moſt affectionate terms; and communicated 
the glad tidings to Father Pedro, who was 
then entering, and immediately joined in 
Madame de Seidlits's congratulations. 


10 Laura, 
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1 however, ſaid, That as ſhe had, 
in a very ſerious and formal manner, re- 
fuſed Zeluco when he laſt made his court 
to her, it was very poſſible he might ſince 
that time have altered his ſentiments as 
well as herſelf. | | 

« That I can anſwer lies is not the caſe,” | 


faid Father Pedro. 


« There is no need of any one's anſwer- 


ing for it,” ſaid Madame de Seidlits ; ** the 
truth will appear of itſelf. If Signor Ze- 
| luco does not ſhew as much ardour as ever 
to obtain my daughter's hand, he never 


ſhall obtain it with my conſent.” 
Laura, ſmiling, thanked her mother for 


being ſo punctilious where ſhe was con- 
cerned; and ſaid, She would explain her- 


ſelf in a letter to Signor Zeluco, which 


the hoped the Father would deliver to 
him. 8 


| Madame de Seidlits objefted to her writ- 
ing. The Father, ſhe ſaid, might, if he 


pleaſed, acquaint Signor Zeluco, that her 


daughter was more favourably diſpoſed to- 
> | wards 
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wards him than formerly, and then leave 
him to take his courſe. | 
Laura faid, If her mother would truſt 
to her expreſſing herſelf. with propriety on 
a ſubject of ſo much delicacy, ſhe would 
RN tg writing, as there was one point that 
required explanation, 
I have perfect confidence in your pru- 
dence, my dear, ſaid Madame de Seidlits; 
« write- what you think proper.” She. 
then left Laura and Father Pedro together, 
Laura directly wrote what follows: 


cc Signor ZELuco, 

In the converſation I lately had with 
vou, I candidly told you my ſentiments; 
with the ſame ſincerity I now inform you 
they are altered; and that I am ready to 

accept of your propoſal. It will not ſur- 

priſe me if ſuch apparent levity ſhould in- 

duce you to renounce the too favourable. 
opinion which you had of me; ſhould 


that be the caſe, you certainly can have 
no {cruple in declaring it. 
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& It is proper that 1 ſhould further in- 
form you, that ſince I laſt ſaw you, I have 
learnt that, by the failure of a houſe at 
Berlin, great part of the money left by my 
father for the uſe of my mother, and which 
would have eventually come to me, is, in 
all probability, irrecoverably loſt. 


« LAURA 9SEIDLITS.” 


Having ſealed this letter, ſhe gave it to 
Father Pedro, who carried it directly to 
Zeluco, whom he found alone in his gar- 
den, ruminating a half-digeſted plan of a 
very atrocious nature, the object of which 
was the poſſeſſion of Laura. 
The Monk announced by his counte- 
nance that he brought agreeable news, 
and delivered to him Laura's letter; which, 
in ſpite of the cold terms in which it was 
conceived, as it pointed a more ſpeedy and 
ſafe road to the gratification of his deſires, 
filled him with pleaſure, and entirely diſ- 
ſipated the dark and deſperate purpoſes 
over which his mind was brooding. 
© 3 1: "Ws 
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He told Father Pedro, That he would 
| himſelf be the bearer of the anſwer to the 
letter; and immediately waited on Madame 
de Seidlits and Laura with all the expreſ- 
ſions of joy uſual on ſimilar occaſions. 

From this moment there was a viſible 
change for the better in the ſpirits and 
health of Madame de Seidlits; ſhe was 
now convinced that her daughter had over- 
come her groundleſs diſlike of Zeluco, was 
ſecured in a comfortable and genteel fitu- 

ation for life; of courſe nine-tenths of her 
anxiety were removed. Laura was rejoiced 
at the favourable alteration in her mother, 
reflected with ſatisfaction on the efforts ſhe 
herſelf had made for the ſake of a parent 
whom ſhe tenderly loved, and flattered her- 
ſelf that an union agreed to on her part 
from ſuch a pious motive, would be more 
fortunate than could naturally have been 
expected, conſidering the extreme indif- 
ference, to call it by no ſtronger name, 
which ſhe felt for her intended huſband. 

Zeluco ſoon became urgent with Ma- 
dame de Seidlits that an early day might 

be 
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be fixed on for the marriage ceremony; 
ſaying, that he would in the mean time 
order the ſettlements to be made according 
to the terms formerly propoſed. 

She expreſſed a deſire that the ceremony 
might be poſtponed at leaſt till the return of 
Signora Sporza from Rome; one reaſon of 
Zeluco's impatience was, that it might be 
over before her return; dreading a delay, 
or perhaps a total prevention from that 
quarter; but, without giving any hint of 
ſuch fears, he earneſtly inſiſted on the ce- 
remony's taking place immediately after 
the ſettlements were ready; urging that 
Signora Sporza would be moſt agreeably 

ſurpriſed to find that all was over at her 
return; and that it would give him double 
pleaſure to ſalute her on their firſt meet- 
ing, not as a perſon intended to be, but 
who actually was, his relation. Madame 
de Seidlits agreed to leave it to Laura's de- 
ciſion, promiſing, at Zelueo's requeſt, not 


to write to Signora Sporza till the point 
ſhould be determined. 


C 4 ; He 
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He knew that Laura wiſhed the cere- 
mony ſhould be private; he directed Fa- 
ther Pedro to hint to her that this would be 


impoſſible after Signora Sporza's return, 


whoſe decided taſte for parade and oftenta- 
tion they all knew. 


Laura was more eaſily brought to agree 
to an early day than was expected: having 
already given her conſent; deſpiſing all 

affected delays, and wiſhing to have every 

thing conducted with as much privacy 
as the nature of the caſe would admit, ſhe 
decided for the earlieſt day that had been 
mentioned. Beſides the motives already 
mentioned, there was another which influ- 
enced this unfortunate young lady more 

than all the reſt; ſhe felt her original re- 
luctance to any connexion with Zeluco 
threatening to return; and ſhe wiſhed the 
ceremony over, that it might be no longer 
in her own power to ſhrink. from what 
ſhe now thought both her duty and honour 
required! her to perform. 
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The writings were prepared, and an 
_ early day appointed for the private per- 
formance of the marriage ceremony. 
During this interval, the heart of Laura, 
endowed with the moſt exquiſite ſenſibility, 
and formed for the pureſt and moſt deli- 
cate ſenſations of love, was not agitated 
with thoſe tender fears and pleaſing emo- 
tions which fill the virgin's boſom at her 
approaching union with the beloved ob- 
ject of her wiſhes; ſhe, unhappy maiden! 
felt an hourly increaſing averſion to the 
man to whom ſhe was deſtined to plight 
her faith, which all the ſtruggles of her 
reaſon could not ſubdue. Her reſolution 
however enabled her, in a great meaſure, 
to conceal what her reaſon could not con- 
quer, and her efforts for this purpoſe ren- 


dered the pangs of her heart the more 
acute. 


The night preceding the day of her 
marriage ſhe was diſturbed with gloomy 
forebodings, diſtracted with horrid dreams, 
and with terrors of a confuſed nature, 
which darted like lightning in a black and 

ſtormy 


ftortny night acroſs her clouded imagina- 
tion. 5 
She aroſe early, endeavoured to bagith 
thoſe diſmal apprehenſions from her breaſt, 
and aſſumed as much ſerenity as ſhe poſ- 
 fibly could at the approach of her mother, 
who imputed the marks of diſturbance that 
ſtill remained in the countenance of Laura 
to no uncommon cauſe; yet all the endear- 
ments of maternal affection which Madame 
de Seidlits laviſhed on her daughter, were 
ſcarcely able to keep up her ſpirits: two or 
three times the trembling heart of Laura 
was ready to break through all reſtraint, 
avow her ſad forebodings, and beg that 
this frightful marriage might be poſt- 
poned for ever. She was prevented by 
the ſatisfaction ſhe perceived it gave her 
mother, and by the thoughts of the light 
in which ſuch fickle and childiſh conduct 
mult put her 1n the opinion of others. 
The marriage ceremony was performed 
privately, and Zeluco remained that night 
at the houſe of Madame de Seidlits, 
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CHAP. LV. 
All claffic learning loſe on claffic ground. Popx. 


A DAY. or two before Laura's marriage 
took place at Naples, Signora Sporza 
received a letter from Germany, giving 
her an account of the ſevere loſs which 
Madame de Seidlits would ſuſtain by the 
bankruptcy. This letter, directed to her 
at Naples, had gone in courſe of poſt to 
that city, was there detained for ſome days 
by the negle& of her. ſervant, and now 
conveyed to her the firſt account ſhe had 
ever had of an event which gave her very 
great pain. She well knew the limited boun- 
daries of Madame de Seidlits's finances; 
that the money which ſhe depended on for 
paying ſome preſling debts at Naples was 
in this banker's hands, and of courſe that 
ſhe would be put to immediate and very 
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great diſtreſs by this unlucky accident; ſhe MW 
became even afraid, leſt, terrified by a ſpe- 1 
cies of calamity which ſhe had never ex pe- 3 
rienced, Madame de Seidlits ſhould become 
more urgent than ever with Laura to give ; 
her hand to Zeluco, and left Laura, in 
compliance with her mother's deſire, might 
at laſt conſent: but what made her more 
uneaſy than all the reſt, was her not having 
It in her power, from any fund of her own, 
ſufficiently to relieve the diftreſs of her 
friends, = 
In this Gtoation ſhe could think + no- 
body ſo able, and whom ſhe expected to 
find ſo willing, to ſupply her in what ſhe IN 
wanted, as the Honourable Mr. N—. She 
ſent a meſſage, deſiring that he would come 
and ſpeak with her as ſoon as poſſible. 
Mr. N— was not at home. She ſent again, 
begging that he would come to her the mo- 
ment he arrived. 
But her impatience increaſing as the 
time of the departure of the poſt for Naples 
drew near, ſhe drove to Mr. N-—'s lodg- 
ing, and calling for Buchanan, told him, 
I {he 
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ſhe had buſineſs of importance with his 
maſter, and would wait for him till he 
came home. Buchanan ſhewed her into a 
room adjoining to Mr. Steele's dreſſing- 


room, and ſeparated from it by a very 
crazy partition. Steele was there with Mr. 
Squander, and ſome other young Engliſh- 
men. Signora Sporza hearing their vgices, 


thought ſhe diſtinguiſhed that of Mr. N—. 
„No,“ ſaid Buchanan, it is a party of 
young gentlemen, who are taking a courſe 


of Roman antiquities ; they wait at preſent 
for the antiquarian who inſtructs them; 
but it is my opinion, if the poor man pro- 
fit no more by them, than they do by his 


lectures, he will ſoon be in a ſtate of per- 


fect ſtarvation.” 
A voice was then heard, crying, Hey. 


Dutcheſs, what the devil are you about, you 


ſlut f—ay, to her Pincher ! pull away !— 
tear it from her, boy !” 


„% Who does he talk to?” ſaid Signora 

Sporza. 
A couple of quadrupeds, Madam, re- 
plied Buchanan; „the one is a Fey 
| the 


- > — — - 


„% dt woo 


the other a terrier. Thoſe young gentle- 


men cannot proceed in their ſtudies without 


them.“ 


Here the door of Mr. Steele's room was 


opened by a ſervant, who ſaid the anti- 
quarian had ſent to know whether they 


were inclined to go to the Pantheon that 
day, or to St. Peter g? 

« Damn the Pantheon and St. Peter's 
both,” cried Squander; © tell him we can 
go to neither at preſent.—Zounds ! cannot 
the fellow quietly pocket his money with- 
out boring us any more with his temples, 


and churches, and pictures, and ſtatues ?” 


Steele, however, finding them determin- 
ed againſt attending the antiquarian, follow- 
ed the ſervant, and delivered a more civil 
meſſage. 

While he was abſent, an ie toſſing 
a couple of maps on the floor, cried, Here, 
Dutcheſs, here is Roma Moderna; —and 
there, Pincher— there * Roma Antiqua for 


you, boy — tear away. 


When Steele . he endeavoured to 
ſave Rome from the ravages of thoſe Goths, 
but 
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but Squander told him with a loud laugh, 
that Dutcheſs had made a violent rent in 
Saint Peter's, and Pincher had torn the 
Pantheon to pieces. 
Squander then propoſed that they ſhould 
walk to the ſtable, to examine a mare which 
he had thoughts of purchaſing—Dutcheſs 
and Pincher followed them, and Mr, NT 
came home ſoon after. 
% J have an unexpected call for money, 
ſaid Signora Sporza, interrupting his apo- 
; logies for having made her wait: © TOs 
you can let me have it.” | 


„hope I can,” ſaid Mr. N * How 
much do you need!“ 


Three or four hundred ounces, re- 
plied ſhe. 
I am happy that I can, without incon- 
veniency, ſpare you four hundred,” repired 
_— hed 
e do not think it probable that you 
will be ſoon repaid,” ſaid ſhe. 
I ſhall not need it, replied Mr. N—. 
* You are an angel of a man,” cried 
ſhe, give me then an order on my banker 
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at Naples for that ſum, for I muſt ſend it 
thither by this day's poſt. 

Mr. N— directly gave her the enden 

& O my good friend!” cried ſhe, © Imuſt 
not tell you how I come to need this mo- 
ney ; but, indeed, it would grieve you if 
you knew who Here Signora Sporza's 
voice was ſuppreſſed with grief at the idea 
of the diſtreſs of her two friends, and the 


tears fell down her cheeks: after a pauſe, 
| ſhe gave her hand to Mr. N—, who led 


her to her carriage, without either of them 
uttering another word. | N 

As ſoon as Signora Sporza got home, ſhe 
wrote a moſt affectionate letter to Ma- 


dame de Seidlits, complaining of her hav- 


ing concealed the misfortune of the bank- 


ruptcy at Berlin, and the diſtreſs in 
which this accident muſt neceſſarily have 
involved her and Laura; and informing 
her, that ſhe herſelf had unexpectedly re- 


covered ſome money for which ſhe had no 
immediate uſe : ſhe begged therefore very 
earneſtly, that Madame de Seidlits would 
accept of five hundred ounces, which ſhe 

could 
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could without any inconveniency let her 
have directly. Signora Sporza added one 
hundred ounces, all in her power, to the 
four hundred advanced by Mr. N—. 

Madame de Seidlits was with her daugh- 
ter when ſhe received this letter, which ſhe 
immediately ſhewed to Laura; they were 
both much affected with this inſtance of 
friendſhip, and agreed that it would have 
an air of unkindneſs not immediately to 
acquaint Signora Sporza with Laura's mar- 
riage, by which ſhe would underſtand chat 
her liberality was unneceſſary. 5 

Zeluco not having now the ſame objec- 
tion that he had formerly, aſſented without 
difficulty to their propoſal ; and by the 
next poſt Signora Sporza received the ac- 
count of Laura's marriage with equal ſur- 
priſe and concern. 

The following day ſhe informed Mr. 
N—, That ſhe ſhould always conſider 
herſelf under as great an obligation to him, 
as if ſhe had made uſe of his credit, but 
that ſhe now found ſhe ſhould have no o o- 
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caſion for it, and deſired him to inſtru his 
banker at Naples to that effect. _ 
At the interval of ſeveral hours, ſhe in- 
formed him of Laura's marriage with Ze- 


luco. Good heavens, exclaimed he, is 
it poſſible ! Es 


„ What do you ſee extractdinary;* aid 
ſhe, © in a very accompliſhed woman of 
no fortune marrying a rich man.“ 


Of no accompliſhments,” nid Mr. 
« Even if that be the caſe, it certainly 
is nothing extraordinary,“ ſaid Signora 
Sporza, © If it is not to be wondered at, I 
fear it is to be regretted,” added Mr. N . 
After this, Signora Sporza ſeemed de- 
firous to change the ſubject. She would 
have had no ſeruple in acquainting Mr. 
N— with any thing which regarded her- 
ſelf alone, but thought ſhe had no right to 
inform him of the ſtate of Madame de Seid- 
lits's circumſtances, and of courſe impreſſ- | 
ing him with the idea that this had driven 
Laura to the marriage, Signora Sporza was 


alſo 
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alſo much afraid that Laura, in avoiding 
one ſpecies of diſtreſs, had expoſed herſelf 
to others; which to one of her turn of 
mind might prove fully as acute; and 
therefore ſhe did not like to talk on the ſub- 
Jet, Mr. N- ſeeing her thoughtful and 
rather reſerved, left her, he himſelf having 
been ſomewhat ſhocked as well as ſurpriſed | 

at hearing of Laura's marriage. 
Whatever uneaſineſs that event occa- 
ſioned to Signora Sporza and Mr. N—, it 
was heard of with much ſatisfaction by his 
valet Buchanan, who loſt no time in com- 
municating the news to the Baronet, who 
alſo heard of it with pleaſure; for although | 
be did not think there was ſo much dan- 
ger as Buchanan did, of Mr. N—'s mak- 
ing propoſals of marriage to Laura imme- 
diately ; yet he plainly perceived that he 
had a very high regard for that lady, and 
he particularly remarked, that his nephew 
did not at all reliſh a propoſal which had 
been made by way of ſounding him, that 
he ſhould accompany his uncle to England 
without returning to Naples; ; in ſhort, he 
D 3: thought, 
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thought, that although Mr. N— might 
be ſenſible of the inconveniences of unit- 
ing himſelf to a woman of Laura's religion 
and country, yet theſe inconveniences would 
naturally dwindle in his eſtimation, in pro- 
portion as his admiration of the lady in- 
creaſed. He therefore could not help being 
pleaſed with the account of 2 pet mar- 
rage. 
The Baronet obſerved that Mr. N— 
Was by no means in his uſual ſpirits after 
| this intelligence; he therefore omitted no- 
thing that he imagined could tend to the 
amuſement of his young friend, and fre- 
quently propoſed excurſions to Tivoli, Fref- 
cati, and other Places 1 in the neighbourhood | 
of Rome. 

Mr. Steele was generally of ale parties; 


but one day, when the Knight, and Mr. 
N had agreed to dine at Albano, Mr. 


Steele was prevailed on to ſtay and make 
one at a cricket match with ſome Britiſh - 
gentlemen and their footmen, who were at 
2 time at t Rome. 
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After dinner, the Baronet aſked Mr. 
N—, how he liked the new acquaintance 
whom his father and aunt had recommend- 
to him, meaning Mr. Steele. 
{© It is impoſſible not to like him,” replied 
No « for he is one of the beſt-natured 
ealy tempered fellows alive, and at the 
ſame time of the greateſt integrity. When 
he firſt arrived at Naples, he ſeemed 
thoughtful and rather melancholy. This 
however, being no part of his natural diſ- 
Poſition, ſoon wore away, and now the ge- 
nuine cheerful and obliging colour of his 
character is almoſt always predominant.” 
“Does he intend to remain long in 
Italy?“ ſaid the Baronet. 
„I believe he will remain as long as I 
do,” replied N—, and no longer, for he 
does me the honour of being more attached 
to me than to Italy; and I for my part 
have the moſt perfect good-will to him, al- 
though he is not preciſely the kind of man 
whom I ſhould have expected my father 
to recommend to my particular acquaint- 
ance; yet I ſhall ever think myſelf obliged 
— 7 = © 
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to him for it. I do not ſo much as know 


of what family he is,“ continued Mr. N, 


* nor by what means he got acquainted 
with ours, for Steele is not ſpontaneouſly | 
communicative; and you know, Sir, I am 
not a great aſker of queſtions.” 

I can give you ſome account of thoſe - 
matters,” ſaid the Baronet; © for I have fre- 
quently heard your father deſcribe his firſt 
interview with this young man's uncle.” 


But as we know more of Mr. Steele's fa- 


mily than the Baronet did, we ſhall in the 


next chapter give the reader a more circum- 
flantial account than was in his power: 


eee 


CHAP. LV. 
Anecdotes concerning Mr. Nathaniel Tanger. 


M* Nathaniel Transfer, "vice to the 
young man now in queſtion, had 


made a large fortune in the city of Lon- 
= don, where he was born, and where he 
5 lived happily till the age of fixty-five. Mr. 
8 Transfer's life may ſurely be called happy, 
ſince it afforded him the only enjoyments 
which he was capable of reliſhing : he had 
the pleaſure of finding his fortune increaſ- 
ing every year ; he had a remarkable good 
appetite, reliſhed a bottle of old port, and 
ſlept very ſoundly all night, particularly 
after a bottle of Burton ale. He might 
have continued ſome years longer in the 
ſame ſtate of felicity, and perhaps have 
been conveyed to the other world in a 
gentle lethargy, without ſickneſs, like a 
paſſenger who ſleeps the whole way from 
D 4 Dover 
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Dover to Calais, had it not been for the 
importunities of a ſet of people who called 
themſelves his friends; theſe officious per- 
ſons were continually diſturbing his tran- 
quillity with ſuch ſpeeches as the follow- 
A ing: % Why ſhould YOu, Mr, Transfer, 
continue to live all your life in the city, 
and follow the drudgery of buſineſs like 
a poor man who, has his fortune to make! 
It is ſurely time for you to begin and en- 
joy a little eaſe and pleaſure after ſo much 
toil and labour. What benefit will ac- 
crue to you from your great fortune, if 
you are determined never to enjoy it? 
Good God, Mr. Transfer, do you intend 
to ſlave for ever ?—You certainly have 
already more money than you have any uſe 
for.” : e 

This laſt aſſertion was unqueſtionably 
true, although the inference thoſe reaſoners 
drew from it was falſe. The fourth part 
of his fortune was a great deal more than 
Transfer had any uſe for; gathering of 
pebbles, or accumulating pounds, would 
have been equally beneficial to him, if he 

could 
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could have taken an equal intereſt in the 
one occupation as in the other, and if he 
could have contemplated the one heap with _ 
equal ſatisfaction with the other. He had 

not the ſhadow of a wiſh to ſpend more 

than he did, nor the leaſt deſire of beneſit- 
ing any of the human race by the fruits of 
his labour. But Mr. Transfer's adviſers 

had forgot the power of habit upon the 

mind of man. Transfer, like thouſands of 
others, had begun to accumulate money as 
the means of enjoying pleaſure at ſome 
future time; and continued the practice ſo 

long, that the means became the end=the 
mere habit of accumulating, and the rou- 
tine of buſineſs, ſecured him from tedium, 
and became the. greateſt enjoyment of 
which he was ſuſceptible. Not being aware 
of this himſelf, poor Transfer at laſt yield- 
ed to his friends' importunity. “ Well, I 
am determined to be a flave no longer; it 
does not ſignify talking,” fays he, © I will 
begin and enjoy without any more loſs of 
time,” 


He 
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He wound up his affairs with all poſſible 
expedition, gave up all connexions in buſi- 
neſs at once, bought an eſtate in the coun- 
try, with a very convenient houſe in good 
repair upon it, to which he went ſoon after, 
determined to reſt from his labours, and to 


take his fill of pleaſure. But he quickly 


found reſt the moſt laborious thing that he 


had ever experienced, and that to have no- 


thing to do, was the moſt fatiguing buſineſs 
on earth. In the courſe of buſineſs, his 


- occupations followed each other at ſtated 
times, and 1n regular ſucceſſion ; the hours 
paſſed imperceptibly, without ſeeming te- 


dious or requiring any effort on his part 
to make them move faſter, But now he 


felt them to move heavily and ſluggiſhly, 


and while he yawned along his ſerpentine. 
walks and fringed parterres, he thought the 
day would never have an end. 

His houſe was at too great a diſtance 


from London for his city friends to go 
dawn on a Saturday, and return to town 


on Monday, His neighbours in the coun- 
4 = try 
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try were ignorant of that circle of ideas 
which had rolled in his brain with little 
variation for the laſt forty years of his 
life; and he was equally unacquainted 
with the objects of their contemplations: 
unleſs it was their mutual love of port 
wine and Burton ale, they had hardly a 
ſentiment in common with Mr. Transfer, 
who was left for many a tedious hour, par- 
ticularly before dinner, to enjoy rural feli- 
city by himſelf, or with no other company 
than a few gods and goddeſſes which he 
had bought 1 in Piccadilly, and placed in his 
garden. They talk,” ſaid he to himſelf, 
* of the pleaſures of the country, but 
would to God I had never been perſuaded 
to leave the labours of the city for ſuch 
woful pleaſures. O Lombard-ſtreet! Lom- 
bard-ſtreet! in evil hour did I forſake thee 
tor verdant walks and flowery landicapes, 
and that there tireſome piece of made 
water, What walk is ſo agrecable as a 

walk through the ſtreets of London? what 
landſcape more flowery than thoſe i in the 
print ſhops? and what water was ever 

made 


to the wind of every quarter, before I get 


ing company every evening at the club.“ 


to. the temptation, had it not been for an 
acquaintance which he accidentally formed 
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made by man equal to the Thames ? If 
here I venture to walk but a ſhort way 


beyond my own fields, I may be wet 
through by a ſudden ſhower, and expoſed 


under ſhelter; but in walking through the 
ſtreets of London, if it rains, a man can 
ſhelter himſelf under the Piazzas ; if the 
wind is in his face while he walks along 
one ſtreet, he may turn into another; if he 
is hungry, he can be refreſhed at the paſtry 
ſhops; if tired, he can call a hackney coach; 
and he is ſure of meeting with entertain- 


Such were Mr. Transfer's daily re- 
flections, and he was often tempted to aban- 
don the country for ever, to return to 
Lombard ſtreet, and re- aſſume his old oc- 
cupations. 

It is probable that he would have yielded 


with the Earl of —. | 
This nobleman, who was very ſubject to 
the gout, lived almoſt conſtantly in the 
country. 
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country. What contributed with his bad 


health to give him a diflike to the town, 
was his fixed diſapprobation of the public 


meaſures at that time carried on, and his 
indignation at the conduct of his eldeſt ſon, 
who had accepted of a place at court, and 
voted with adminiſtration. 
The Earl reſided therefore ten months 
in the year at a very noble manſion in the 
middle of his eſtate, and at no great diſtance 
from the houſe which Transfer had lately 
purchaſed. After the death of the Coun- 
teſs, his ſiſter Lady Elizabeth, a maiden lady 
of an excellent character, always preſided 
at his table, with whom Miſs Warren, the 
daughter of a navy officer, who had loſt his 
life in the ſervice, reſided 8 a friend and 

companion. 3 | 
The Earl had often heard of a rich citi- 
zen who had bought an eſtate in his neigh- 
bour hood, and the whole country reſounded 
with the ſtyle in which he had ornamented 
his garden, and the peculiar charms of a 
little ſnug rotunda which he had juſt finiſh- 
| ed 
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ed on the verge of his ground; and whick 
impended the great London road. 

As Mr. Transfer ſat one day in this gay 
fabric, ſmoking his pipe, and enjoying 
the duſt, the Earl paſſed in his carriage, 
which, without having obſerved Mr. Tranſ- 
fer, he ordered to ſtop, that he might ſur- 
vey the new erection at leiſure. The ci- 


tizen directly popped his head out at the 
window, and politely invited his Lordſhip 


to enter, and he would ſhew him not only 

that room, but alſo the other i improvements 

he had made in his gardens. 
My lord accepted the 1 invitation, and was 


conducted by Mr. Transfer over all this 


ſcene of taſte, The marks of aſtoniſhment 
which the former diſplayed at almoſt every 


thing he beheld, afforded great ſatisfaction 
to Mr. Transfer; the turn of whoſe con- 


verſation, and the ſingular obſervations he 
made, equally delighted his Lordſhip. 


Pray, Mr. Transfer,“ ſaid he, point- 
ing to one of the ſtatues which ſtood at 
the end of the walk, © what figure is 
that?” - -- 


% That, 
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de That, my Lord,” anſwered Transfer, 
te that there ſtatue I take to be—let me re- 
collect yes, | take that to be either Venus 
or Vulcan, but upon my word I cannot 
exactly tell which.— Here you, James,”— 
calling to the gardener; ** is this Venus or 


/ 


Vulcan EE 


« That is Wenus,” anſwered the man; 
44 Wulcan is lame of a leg, 1 ſtands upon 
one foot in the next alley.“ 


« Yes, yes; this is Venus, ſure enough,” 


faid Transfer; © though I was not quite 
certain at firſt,” 


Perhaps it is not an eaſy matter to 
diſtinguiſh them, ſaid the Earl. 
„Why, they are both made of the 
ſame metal, my Lord,“ ſaid Transfer. 
She ought to be bone of his bones 
and fleſh of his fleſh,” reſumed the Earl, 
(for you know Venus was Vulcan's wife,” 
Mr. Transfer. 
I am bound to believe ſhe was,” re- 


plied Trangter, 4 ſince your Lordſhip ſays 
ſo.” 


*« You 
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“Fou have ſo many of theſe gods, Mr. 


Transfer,” ſaid the Earl, “ that it is dif- 
ficult to be maſter of all their private 
hiſtories,” | 

e It is ſo, my Lord,” ſaid Transfer; 
* was a good while of learning their 
names,—but I know them all pretty well 
now.—That there man, in the highland 
garb, is Mars. And the name of the ofd 
fellow with the pitch-fork is Neptune. 

« You are now very perfect indeed, Mr. 
Transfer,” faid the Earl. 

At his departure, my Lord invited Mr, 
Transfer to dine with him the follow- 
ing day, introduced him to his ſiſter, and 
was ſo entertained with his converſation 
and manners, that he viſited him frequent- 
ly, and often invited him to N—— houſe, 
where an apartment was kept for him, to 
which he was made welcome as often as 
he found himſelf tired of his own home, 
which, to the Earl's . ſatisfaction, was 
pretty frequently. Wy 
Yet even at N houſe, Mr. Tranſ- 
fer ſometimes had occaſion to regret Lom- 
11 1 bard- 
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bard-ſtreet, particularly in the forenoons, 
and when the weather was bad. 
One day, immediately after breakfaſt, 
when there was no company but Mr. 
Transfer“ It rains ſo furiouſly,” ſaid the 
Earl, „that there is no driving out.— 
How ſhall we amuſe ourſelves, Mr. Tranſ- 
fer ?” DEA Tis 

« Why, I ſhould think ſmoking a pipe 
or two the pleaſanteſt way of paſſing the 
time in ſuch raw moiſt weather,” ſaid 
Transfer. 

« Yes; that might do pretty well for 
vou and me, ſaid the Earl; ee but as far 
as I recollect, neither my filter, nor this 
young lady, ever ſmoke.““ 

If that is the caſe,” replied Transfer, 
ce we muſt think of ſomething elſe more to 
their taſte, for I ſcorn not to be agreeable 
to the ladies.” 

Have you got any thing new to read 
to us, fiſter ?” ſaid the Peer. 

That might do for you and me, bro- 
ther, ſaid ſhe; “ but perhaps Mr. Tranſ- 
fer never reads. : 


Vo. II, + „ Forgive 
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Forgive me, Madam,” ſaid Transfer, 
(© I have no particular averſion to it. I have 
ſometimes read for half an hour at a ſtretch 
| fince I have been ſettled in the country, 
and I believe I eould hold out longer, if I 
were not ſo apt to fall aſlecp.“ 
Some time after this, Lady Elizabeth ex- 
preſſed her ſurpriſe to Mr, Transfer, that 
as he was a batchelor, he did not think of 
having ſome of his female relations to 
take care of his family, rather than a mer- 
cenary houſekeeper. 
To this Mr. Transfer replied, That he 
| had been put very early to buſineſs, and 
not being accuſtomed to his relations, he 
had never cared much for any of them, 
except his ſiſter, who had lived with him 
ſeveral years in Lombard-ſtreet; and as 
he was then accuſtomed to her, he had a 
good deal of kindneſs for her, but that ſhe 


had made an ungrateful return for all his 
kindneſs. 


I uam ſorry for that,” card tal Eliza- 


beth ; © but I hope your lifter did nothing 
very bad.” 


GIL 
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t« Yes, but ſhe did,” reſumed Transfer; 
t for ſhe actually married, without my 
approbation, a young man of the name of 
Steele, with little fortune, and no expe- 
rience in buſineſs; although ſhe knew that I 
had a very warm man of eſtabliſhed credit 
in my eye for her, provided ſhe would only 
have had a little patience.” 1 

« Provided ſhe had liked the man you 
had in your eye, and provided he had liked 
her, you mean, Mr. Transfer,” 0 ar 
Elizabeth. 

N 1 beg your ip forgiveneſs,” 
ſaid Transfer; © till ſhe would have ſtood 
in need of a little patience,” 

% Could not they have married when 
they pleaſed, if they were both willing, 
and you deſirous of the match ?” added ſhe. 

« I was moſt defirous of the match,” 
replied Transfer; © but ſtill there was an 
obſtacle.” 

What obſtacle?” ſaid ſhe. 


The man I had in my eye for my 


ſiſter had a wife then alive,” anſwered 
T rauster. 
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„I confeſs that was an obſtacle!” cried 
Lady Elizabeth. 


„But ſhe was dying of a conſumption,” 


added Transfer, and I had reaſon to be- 


lieve that he would propoſe marriage to 
| my ſiſter very ſoon after his wife's death.” 


„“ Did his wife die as he expected ?” i 
ſaid Lady Elizabeth. 


« Yes; that ſhe did,” ſaid Transfer ; 


ce but ſhe might as well have lived for my 


fiſter had ſecretly married the other three 


weeks before.” 


«© That was unlucky indeed. But what 
became of your ſiſter and her huſband ma 


« I never ſaw my ſiſter from the time 
of her marriage,” ſaid Transfer, till 


after her huſband became a dan for 


he broke within a few years.” 


% Poor man!“ cried Lady Elizabeth ; 
« but you ſaw your ſiſter after her miſ- 
fortune?“ 


. I could not help it ;” ſaid Tranſ- 


fer, © for ſhe burſt in upon me, begging 
that I would engage my credit for re- eſta- 


wines her huſband. 
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« Which I hope you did,“ ſaid Lady 
Elizabeth. 

As I had refuſed to have any connex- 
ion with him, even when he was in ſome 

credit, your Ladyſhip can hardly ſuppoſe 
that I would begin one after he was quite 
broken, ſaid Transfer. 

As Lady Elizabeth was a little ſhocked | 
at this obſervation, ſhe made no reply. It 
was not in her power to ſay any thing 
obliging on this occaſion, and it was not in 
her nature to ſay any thing harſh :—ſhe 
only was ſilent. Which the Earl, who 
was preſent, obſerving, © To be ſure, Mr. 
Transfer,” ſaid he, ** that is not to oe ſup- 
poſed. * Fn. 

« But yet,” reſumed Transfer, as ſhe 
was my ſiſter, I told her that if ſhe would 
give up all connexion with her huſband, 
1 was willing to receive her again into my 
houſe, and put her child out to nurſe at 
my own expence.“ 

That was very fair on your part,“ ſaid 
the Earl: Well, what reply did your 
e, KY 
E 3 « Why, 
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« Why, ſhe abſolutely refuſed, my 
Lord; which is a pretty clear proof,“ con- 
tinued Mr. Transfer, of her loving her 
huſband, though he was a bankrupt, better 
than her own brother, of whom there was 
not the leaſt ſuſpicion to his diſcredit ; for 
which reaſon I turned her away, refuſing 
politively to do any thing for her huſband.” 
Well, what became of them ?” ſaid 
the Peer. 

J heard afterwards that they were 
reduced to great diſtreſs —But what are 
| bankrupts to expect? continued Transfer; 
and as for my ſiſter, ſhe was not to 
be pitied, becauſe ſhe might have lived 
Perfectly eaſy both in body and mind 
in my houſe in Lombard- ſtreet, if ſhe had 

taken my advice, and abandoned her huſ- 


band, and ſent her 820 to nurſe, or to 
board in the country.“ 


OW Nothing can be more clear,” ſaid the 
Earl, than that you have acted like your- 


ſelf, and have done every thing for your 
ſiſter that could be expected of you —But 
after all, what became or her?” - 


« A rela- 


Z EE U CO: N 

A relation of her huſband's happened 
to die, and left him a ſmall eſtate in York- 
ſhire, of five or ſix hundred a year; and 
as neither he, nor my ſiſter, had any ambi- 
tion, and were afraid of a new bankruptcy 
if they had ſettled in town ; he retired to 
his ſmall eſtate, where he died a few years 
ago, leaving no other children but the ſon 
whom ſhe refuſed to ſend out to nurſe, and 
who has now arrived at man s eſtate.” 

e Whereas,” added the Earl, © if ſhe 
had followed your advice, and given him 
out to nurſe, ſhe might e ha ve had 
him off her hands long ago.“ 

«© Why, there is no knowing what 
might have happened, ſaid Transfer, © for 
moſt of thoſe children die before they ar- 
rive at the years of diſcretion, which is 
very well ordered, as they have nothing to 
live on.“ | 
« Well, but Mr. Transfer,” reſumed 
the Peer, © do you ever intend to marry ?? 

No, my Lord,” replied he; * I can- 
not ſay I do;—as I never was accuſtomed to 


a wyfe, I am not much inclined to matri- 
E 4 mony; 


mony; for through the whole courſe of 
my life I have never found any thing agree 
with me, but what I am accuſtomed to.” 
That is very wiſely obſerved,” ſaid 
the Earl; “ but this young man of courſe 
will be your heir ?” 

_ © Unqueſtionably,” anſwered Transfer ; 
#5: the young man never offended me; and 
as he is my neareſt of kin, I ſhould be 
ſorry to do an unjuſt thing, and leave my 
fortune to any other body. No, no; he 
ſhall have all at my death, but he muſt 
wait till then; beſides, it is ſo far lucky 
that it ſaves my making a will, to which 
LT have always had an averſion ; for this 
young man being my lawful heir, there 1s 
no need to employ an attorney to leave him 
bus due,” 
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CHAP. en. 
Reaſons for going into Huy Orders. 
Gaudet equis, canibuſque. Hon. 


HE ſtrange apathy which Transfer 

diſcovered, and which ſhocked Lady 
Elizabeth, ſeemed to be a ſource of amuſe- 
ment to her brother; who, however, was 
ſurpriſed at perceiving that Transfer ex- 
preſſed not the leaſt deſire of ever ſeeing 


an only ſiſter, and till more that he ſhould 
have the ſame indifference towards a nephew 
whom he conſidered as his heir, and who 
he owned had never offended him. The 
| inſenſibility of Transfer for his ſiſter and 


nephew ſeemed to inſpire the Earl with an 
intereſt in them. He wrote to an acquaint- 
ance who reſided in that part of the 
country in which Mrs. Steele and her 


ſon lived, defiring an account of both their 
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characters, and a particular detail regard- 
ing their circumſtances and manner of 
life, eſpecially * the views of the ſon 
were. Es 15 

In conſequence of this, the Earl was 


informed, that Mrs. Steele was an agree- 
able woman, of a cheerful temper and 
6 benevolent diſpoſition, without much fore- 
ſight, and diſtractedly fond of her ſon, 
whom ſhe had never been able to contra- 
dict in her life: that he was a young fel- 
low of that genuine and rare good- nature 
that reſiſts the uſual effect of ſo much in- 
dulgence; for, although his mother's ſtudy 


was to gratify, not to correct, his humours, 
this ill-judged partiality had only prevented 
his improvement, without rendering him 
capricious, unfeeling, or wicked: that 
while he remained at ſchool, he had ap- 
plied himſelf to nothing; but that ever 
ſince he left it, he had applied himſelf with 
unremitting diligence to hunting and ſhoot- 
ing, in both of which, and in the know- 
ledge of horſes and dogs, he had made 
great proficiency for his age; that he was 


made 
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made welcome wherever he went, and was 
a great favourite with man, woman, and 
child, all over the country: and that a 
noble Lord, of very great influence, who 
was particulary fond of him, had lately 
told young Steele, that he would be very 
happy to have it in his power to be of 
ſervice to him ; adding, That if he choſe 
to go into the army, he would imme- 
diately procure him a cornetcy of dragoons, 
and would do all in his power to aſſiſt his 
promotion afterwards. 5 4 
Steele, after expreſſing his gratitude 
for ſo much goodneſs, declined the pro- 
poſal, ſaying, he was quite unfit | for the 
army. 

The nobleman was the more ſurpriſed at 
this, as he had a notion that the army was 
the profeſſion, of all others, for which 
Mr. Steele was fitteſt, being genteel in his 
perſon, of a bold intrepid diſpoſition, and 
capable of bearing thegreateſt bodily fatigue. 

* You may, perhaps, have no inclina- 
tion for, the ſervice,” ſaid his Lordſhip. — 
5 But— 


« Nay, 
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6c Nay, my Lord,” reſumed Mr. Steele, 

c if there were any likelihoood of a war, I 

ſhould prefer it to any other line of life; 

becauſe, in the time of war, a ſoldier is 

continually occupied, and can have no 

wish but doing his duty—but then what 
a fad buſineſs muſt it be in the time of 

peace ?” 1 
During a ſucceſsful war, ſaid my 
Lord, a ſoldier will naturally be in high 
ſpirits; but I do not perceive why he ſhould 
be peculiarly ſad in the time of peace.” 

1 certainly ſhould, my Lord,” faid 
Steele; your Lordſhip knows my exceſ- 


five fondneſs for ſhooting, and the chaſe ; 
—to be obliged to attend my regiment dur- 


ing thoſe ſeaſons would render me quite 
miſerable. 3 

„Why, the ſame objection, ſaid his 
Lordſhip, * may be made to law, phyſic, 


and almoſt every other profeſſion.“ 

« It may ſo,” replied Steele. 
Then you with to be of no profeſſion,” 
"ind the Faer. . 
| 7 “Forgive 
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*® Forgive me, my Lord,” ſaid the other; 
« J am ſenſible that my circumſtances are 
ſo narrow, that I cannot hope to indulge 
my taſte for my favourite amuſements in 
the ſtyle I could wiſh, without being 
aſſiſted by the emoluments of ſome profeſ- 
ſion.“ „„ 

What profeſſion then would you chooſe 
to be of?“ rejoined his Lordſhip. 

« That of a clergyman,” replied Mr. 
Steele. . 

A clergyman !” exclaimed the Peer. 

<« Yes, my Lord, continued Steele; I 
confeſs I have a great deſire to enter into 
holy orders. 

J cannot conceive,” ſaid the Pate, 
© what can be your inducement.” 

« My fondneſs for hunting and ſhoot- 
ing,” anſwered Steele; © and if, by your 
Lordſhip's favour, I could obtain a tole- 
rable living in a hunting county, I ſhould 
think myſelf extremely happy. The buſi- 
neſs of a clergyman, as your Lordſhip 
knows, from many examples, is no way in- 
compatible with a paſſion for thoſe manly 
amuſe- 
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amuſements, without which I am ſure life 


would ſeem a very dull affair in my 
eyes.” 


„ But there are certain duties of a 
clergyman,” ſaid the Peer, © which, in 


fome avon s eyes, are not exceedingly 
entertaining.” 


os. ſhould think them no great hard- 
ſhips, my Lord, ſaid Steele : © In caſe of 
the indiſpoſition of my curate, on parti- 
cular occaſions, I have no manner of ob- 
jection to reading prayers, or to preach- 


ing; and on the whole I do not deſpair 
0K rendering myſelf agreeable to the ge- 


nerality of my flock ; for, with regard to 


comforting the ſick and relieving the poor, 


I thank Heaven I am diſpoſed to perform 


| thoſe duties whether I ſhould ever be a 
clergyman or not,” 


„All this is very well,” reſumed the 
Peer; © but, my dear Steele, are not 


there ſome previous ſtudies neceſſary before 


you can be—“ 
“ Certainly ;”” replied the other, inter- 


n his "RAGE 1: & and I have of 
4 | late 
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late been preparing myſelf accordingly. I 
confeſs I was too inattentive at ſchool, 
which renders this taſk the harder upon me 


now; yet I hope to ſurmount all obſtacles, 


and give ſatisfaction to the biſhop. My 
paſſion for hunting and ſhooting inſtigates 


me to exertions in ſtudy which I never 


knew before.” | * 

« Nay, Heaven forefend,” replied the 
Peer, ſmiling, * that I ſhould attempt to 
blunt ſuch laudable inſtigations. All 1 


have to fay 1s, that when you are once . 
fairly ordained, I beg you will let me 


know : there is ſome conſiderable chance 


of a living, which is in my gift, being 


vacant very ſoon, and you may rely upon 
it, my dear Steele, that if you continue in 
your preſent way of thinking, and are 
completely dubbed, that I will prefer no 
man to yourſelf,” Es 
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Ille bonis faveatque, et concilietur amicis. Hog. 


HIS account of Mrs. Steele and her 
ſon did not diminiſh the inclination 
the Earl had to ſerve them, in which he 
Was aſſiſted by Lady Elizabeth. They found 
no difficulty in prevailing on Mr. Tranſ- 
fer to give Steele an invitation to viſit 
, him, with which the young man 1mme- 
diately complied, His appearance, natural 
complaiſance, and everlaſting good-humour, 
rendered him highly agreeable to all the 
family at N— Houſe, without excepting 
Miſs Warren, the young lady who lived 
with Lady Elizabeth. Here it will- not be 
improper to mention by what accident this 
young lady came to be introduced into the 
family of the Earl of —— : 
Lady Elizabeth happened to paſs through 
the county town at a time when the inha- 
bitants, 
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bitants, by ringing of bells, bonfires, and 
illuminations, were announcing their joy 
for a victory obtained by a celebrated naval 
commander. She ſtopped her carriage at 
the door of an old female acquaintance, in- | 
tending merely to leave a meſſage; but un- 
derſtanding that ſhe was a little indiſpoſed, 
Lady Elizabeth went to ſee her; as ſhe en- 
tered the chamber, a beautiful girl of about 
thirteen or fourteen years of age, with 
ſevere marks of ſorrow, went out. After 
Lady Elizabeth had ſatisfied herſelf that her 
friend's indiſpoſition was but flight, and 
that ſhe was in a way of recovery, ſhe in- 
quired who that lovely girl was who had 
juſt left the room, and why ſhe ſeemed ſo 
much afflicted. 

Alas, poor girl, i replied the other, 
e ſhe has received the account of her fa- 
ther's being killed i in the very action for 
which the citizens are diſplaying all thoſe 
marks of joy. Unfortunate girl,“ con- 
tinued ſhe, * by her father's death, ſhe is 
not only deprived of her only ſurviving 
parent, but perhaps of the very means of 
Vol. II. = ſubliſtence; 


92 nes 
5 ſubſiſtenee; for there is great reaſon to fear 
that her father, who was a very generous 
as well as a brave man, has left more debts 
than effects. 

Poor young creature, ſaid Lady Elt- 
zabeth, how much 1s ſhe to be pitied— 
how came you acquainted with her!“ 

& J am a diſtant relation of her mo- 
ther's,” replied Lady Elizabeth's friend; 

« on hearing of her father's death, I in- 

vited her to my houſe, that I might footh 
| her afflition, and prevent her being ſhock- 

ed at ſeeing her young companions, un- 
mindful of her particular calamity, take 
: part in the general joy.“ 


% 


The humane and benevolent heart of 
Lady Elizabeth was ſtrongly affected at 
this recital; ſhe continued for ſome time in 
| ſilent contemplation on the hard lot of this 
18 unhappy orphan, whoſe tender boſom was 
wounded by one of the ſharpeſt arrows in 
the whole quiver of adverſity, at a time 
when the hearts of all around her were 
elated with joy. 
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. 
She deſired that the young lady might 
be introduced to her; ſhe ſpoke to her the 
ſoothing language of ſympathy; and was 
charmed with her appearance, her conver- 
ſation, and the whole of her behaviour. 
Lady Elizabeth afterwards made an ap! 
plication to this young lady's neareſt re- 
lations, propoſing to take on herſelf the 
charge of her maintenance and education, 
to which they agreed with the moſt ready 
acquieſcence. She carried her to N 
houſe; the Earl, who had known Miſs 
Warren's father a little, and had a high 
eſteem for his character, was delighted with 
what his ſiſter propoſed, and Miſs Warren 
gained daily upon the affections of both, 
and was now the confidential friend and 
| inſeparable companion of her patroneſs. 
We now return to Mr. Transfer, who 
became in a ſhort time accuflomed to his 
nephew, and at length fo fond of him, that 
he could hardly bear his abſence for a few 
hours, | 
Not all the intereſt which Steele had in 


pleaſing Mr. Transfer, however, nor even 
| F 2 0 


"v0. Eee. 
the more powerful attractions of Miſs 
Warren, could prevail on this young man 
to remain at his uncle's houſe, after he re- 
ceived a letter from his mother, written 


in rather low ſpirits, and e a de- 
fire to ſee him. 


He aſſured his uncle, in ſpite of his ſoli- 
citations to the contrary, that he would ſet 
out for Yorkſhire the very next morning. 
Transfer complained of this to the Earl, 
ſaying, It was ſtrange perverſeneſs 1n the 
young man to prefer his mother's company), 
who could do nothing for him, to his, who 

i intended to do ſo much. 

The general run of people would cer- 
tainly act otherwiſe,” replied the Earl; 
* but why cannot Mr. Steele have the 
pleaſure both of your company and his 
mother's? for although ſhe ought not to be 
put on an equal footing with a man of your 
great wealth, Mr. Transfer, yet the affee- 
tion the young man ſhews to his mother 
is no way unnatural neither.“ 

I do not aſſert that it is,” ſaid Tranſ- 
Fe, but what would your — have 
1 me 
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. 
me to do, for I do not love to part with 
this youth, after having become accuſtomed 
10 Bim; and perhaps his mother may not 
allow him to return ſo ſoon as I could 
wiſh.”? = ” 4 
Invite his mother to come with him,” 
replied the Earl, © and then he'll ſtay as 
long as you pleaſe.” wo 
This was an expedient which had never 
entered into Transfer's mind; but he 
agreed to it the moment it was propoſed. 
He wrote to his ſiſter to detain her ſon as 
ſhort a time as poſſible, and begged of her 
to accompany him to his houſe. Lady 
Elizabeth wrote alſo to Mrs. Steele, ex- 
preſſing a deſire to be acquainted with her, 


and urging her to forget old miſunderſtand- 


ings, and accept without delay of her bro- 
ther's invitation. 
Mrs. Steele came accordingly with her 
ſon, and was received by her brother with 
ſome appearance of kindneſs, while to her 
ſon he diſplayed as. much as was in his 
nature. The following day ſhe was "viſited 
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by the family at N—— Houſe ; was in- 
vited there, and treated in the moſt obliging 
manner : ſhe had not reſided a couple of 
months with Mr. Transfer, till he entirely 
forgot Lombard-ſtreet, and felt leſs deſire 
of forſaking his own manſion for that of 
the Earl; and, at laſt, being again accuſ— 
tomed to his ſiſter, and ſhe beſtowing 
© more attention to amuſe him, he became 
[ fonder of her company than even of her 
ſon's, who, it muſt be confeſſed, began to 
have a greater deſire for Miſs Warren's | 
company, than for that of either his uncle 
or mother. | 
This was a happineſs he never enjoyed, 
however, but in the preſence of Lady Eli- 
zabeth, to whom his partiality for her 
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young friend was very evident. 

The Earl took occaſion one day, when he 
found himſelf alone with Transfer, to men- 
tion young Steele's fancy for being a cler- 

eyman. t 
That 18 a buſineſs,” ſaid Transfer, 
<« which there is very little to be made of. 
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I have no notion of purchaſing in a lottery 
where there are ſo many blanks and fo few 
prizes, my Lord.“ 
'* Would you not be happy to ſee your 
| Ante a Biſhop ! ?” faid the Earl. 
wa I ſhould be much happier to ſee him 
an independent gentleman,” replied Tranſ- 
2. n 1 80 15 

« You may enjoy that happineſs when 
you pleaſe,” ſaid the Earl; “ for it is in 
your power to make him ſo without injur- 
| ing yourſelf, or any perſon on earth.“ 
This led to a long converſation, in which 

his Lordſhip, with leſs difficulty than he 
expected, convinced Mr. Transfer, that 
nothing would do him ſo much honour, 
or contribute more to his own happineſs, 
than executing what had been thus acci- 
dentally hinted. Mrs. Steele and her ſon 
had by their cheerful attention gained the 
citizen's heart ſo completely, as almoſt to 
alter his nature; he had no enjoyment with 
which they were not intimately connected; 
and when the Earl told him, that by giving 
Steele a genteel independence, he would 
F4 „ 
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add the generous ties of gratitude and 
eſteem to thoſe of blood, by which the young 
man was already bound to him, the citizen 
became impatient till the deed was drawn 
out, which, to the aſtoniſhment of Mrs. 
Steele and her ſon, was preſented to him 
as ſoon as executed, | 


re. 89 


Ar. II. 


| Neglected, Tray and Pointer lie; 
And covies unmoleſted fly. PRIOR. 
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paſſed away without Mr. Steele ſhewing 
any deſire of profiting by it; his growing 
paſſion for Miſs Warren entirely occupied 
his mind. He long watched, in vain, for 
a proper opportunity of declaring his ſen- 
timents to her, and when the long- expected 
opportunity occurred, the timidity which 
always attends ſincere and reſpeQful love, 
prevented him from ſeizing it. But the 
affable and obliging character of Lady 
Elizabeth encouraged him to mention to 
her thoſe ſentiments which he had been un- 
able to expreſs to the young lady her- 
ls . 
Lady Elizabeth's anſwer implied that he 
pught to attempt no engagement of ſuch , 
12 a nature, 
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a nature, without the approbation of his 
mother and uncle. 

He ſaid, he was certain of the for- 
mer, but deferred ſpeaking to his uncle till 
he had ſome reaſon to hope that his pro- 
poſals were not OM TER to Miſs War- 
ren. 15 5 

Lady Elizabeth ad to found her 
young friend on the ſubject, but ſhe firſt 
informed her brother. 
& T am rejoiced to hear this,” ſaid the 
Earl; © for Transfer and his ſiſter ſeem 
both fond of her, and I dare ſay will be 


pleaſed with the propoſal; Steele is fo very 
good-humoured a young fellow, that I am 


convinced he will make the ſweet girl hap- 

Py 3 and in her he will have one of the 

| beſt wives in England. But how is ſhe 1 in- 

clined herſelf ?” 

5 That is what I am not quite certain 
of,” replied Lady Elizabeth; * but Mr. 
Steele's appearance and diſpoſition muſt be 

powerful adyocates in his favour.” 


When LadyjElizabeth mentioned to Miſs 


Warren what paſſed between her and Mr. 
Steele, 
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Steele, the young lady, with ſome degree of 
ſolemnity and earneſtneſs, begged to know 
whether her Ladyſhip or the Earl had any 
wiſh, or were at all intereſted in the an- 
ſwer ſhe ſhould give to Mr. Steele. 

«© None, my ſweet friend,” ſaid Lady 
Elizabeth; * but that it ſhould be dictated 
by your own genuine uninfluenced inclina- 
ron, ny Tot T 
The whole of your ever noble and 
generous behaviour ought to have left me 
no doubt of ſuch an anſwer, cried Miſs 
Warren, as ſhe kifſed her Ladyſhip's hand. 
AI will now, as you deſire, tell you my ge- 
nuine ſentiments. It is ſome time,” con- 
tinued ſhe, © fince I perceived Mr. Steele's 
partiality for me, and thought it not im- 
poſſible that he might make this propoſal. 

I have therefore had time to weigh the 
matter fully. Mr. Steele is evidently of a 

cheerful and obliging diſpoſition; he is 
agreeable in his perſon, and I doubt not 
poſſeſſes other good qualities: I know what 
| his uncle has already done for him, and 
what there is a probability of his ſtill do- 


ing; 
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ing; yet all thoſe advantages do not tempt 
me from the happy aſylum I have found at 
N— - Houſe, for theſe fix years paſt; and 
although I think myſelf obliged to Mr. 
Steele for his good opinion, I would rather 
remain the friend of Lady Elizabeth N, 

than be the wife of Mr. Steele. 3 
« If the one were incompatible with the 
other, Iam the laſt perſon in the world that 
would have propoſed it,” ſaid Lady Eliza- 
beth. 

« J would rather, if left to my own 
choice, ſaid Miſs Warren, remain the 
one without being the other.” 

Lady Elizabeth urged her friend no far- 
ther, but in the moſt ſoothing terms poſſible | 
communicated her determination to Mr. 
Steele, whoſe whole behaviour was ex- 
preſſive then, and for ſome time afterwards, 
of the ſeverity of his diſappointment, and 
the permanency of his "eek for the 


lady. 
The truth was, that Mi Waredh, al- 


though her heart was diſengaged, and al- 


though ſhe thought favourably of Steele in 
ſome 


LUS. 1 
ſome reſpects, yet being herſelf a young 
lady of a very accompliſhed mind, ſhe 
perceived Mr. Steele's deficiency in certain 
parts of knowledge, which ſhe thought re- 
quiſite for ſecuring to a gentleman the 
eſteem. of the world. 

The effect which her refuſal had on Mr. 
Steele's ſpirits appeared, in ſpite of his ef- 
forts to conceal it; he was teazed and diſ- 
treſſed by his uncle's inquiries into the 
cauſe of the alteration in his ſpirits, and 
finding no return of taſte for his former 
amuſements, he told the Earl that he had a 
ſtrong inclination to go abroad for a year, 
and begged of his Lordſhip to endeavour to 
make his deſign palatable to Mr. Transfer. 
The Earl, to whom his ſiſter had com- 
municated Miſs Warren's determination, 
approved very highly of Mr. Steele's plan, 
not only as the moſt likely meaſure that 
could be adopted for diſſipating that unea- 
_ neſs and dejection, which obſcured the na- 
_ tural gaiety of his diſpoſition, but alſo for 
the i improvement of his. mind, and en! arg- 
ing the range of his ideas. 


He - 
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Hie repreſented therefore to Mr. Transfer, 
that his nephew's health was evidently on 
the decline, and that a ſhort excurſion to 
the continent was neceſſary for its re- eſta- 
bliſhment. After ſome ſtruggle, the Earl 
obtained Mr. Transfer's aſſent; Steele him- 
ſelf having by the ſame argument previ- 
' ouſly prevailed on his mother, not only to 
abſtain from any kind of oppoſition, but 
e ven to be ſolicitous for his ſpeedy depar- 
ture. 955 

The Earl s ſecond 7 the Honourable 
Mr. N, had ſome conſiderable time be- 
fore this returned to Italy, partly from 


choice, but in ſome degree alſo on account 
of a complaint in his breaſt, and was to 


ſpend the enſuing winter at Naples. Mr. 


Steele had occaſionally heard the Earl read 


ſome parts of his letters, from which, as 
well as from his general character, he had 
formed a very high opinion ef him, and 
had a great deſire to be of his acquaintance. 


The Earl therefore gave him a letter to his 


fon, recommending him as a young gentle- 
man in whoſe welfare he was greatly in- 
tereſted ; 


& 
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wth; and Lady Elizabeth wrote to her 
nephew in the ſame ſtrain. 

When Mr. Steele came to London, he 
accidentally met with an acquaintance go- 
ing to Milan; they went together, ſtopping 
only one day at Paris, and that merely be- 
cauſe the gentleman had ſome buſineſs to 
tranſact there, which when he had finiſhed 
he had the complaiſance to tell Steele, that 
although he himſelf was perfectly well ac- 
quainted with Paris, and had no farther 
buſineſs in it, yet rather than loſe the plea- 
ſure of his company to Milan, he would 
remain a week or two at Paris, that he 
might have an opportunity of viewing ſome 
of the curioſities of this celebrated capital 
before he went to Italy. 55 

Steele thanked him, but begged that 
their journey might not be retarded an in- 
ſtant on his account. I thought,” ſaid 
his companion, © I heard you ſay you never 
had been here betece. 5 

J never was, faid Steele. 

% Would not you like then to take a view 
of the town before we go?” ſaid the other. 


e Why, 


r 

* Why, faith, replied Steele, © I never 
had much pleaſure in looking at towns; 

and as for this here, I am heartily tired of 

it already. 
Ik)!hey ſet out therefore reel bor Milan, 
and the day after their arrival Steele meet- 
ing with an Engliſh fostman, who had al- 
ready made the tour of Italy, engaged him, 
and proceeded the following morning to 
Rome, where he ſlept one night, and next 
day he told his ſervant to order poſt- horſes, 
that they might continue their 3 to 
Naples. : 
“ Good God,” cried the man, e will 
not your honour ſtay one ſingle day at 
Rome ?” 

© I have ſome thoughts of it,” ſaid 
Steele; when I return.“ 

He arrived in good health at Naples, 
where he ſoon found Mr. N—, who, 8 
dependent of the warm recommendations 
from his father and aunt, was in a ſhort 
time ſo pleaſed with the careleſs good hu- 


mour and ſingularity of Steele's diſpoſi- 


tion, that he procured him an apartment in 
the 


the houſe where he himſelf lodged; and 
they had lived together ever ſince. 


The Baronet could not give ſo particular 
a detail of Steele's family as has been now 


given; but he mentioned every circum- 


ſtance relating to them that was known to 
bimſelf—after which he and Mr. N- 
returned from Albano to Rome, where they 
found Mr. Steele juſt returned to his lodg- 
ings from the cricket party. 

- And there we ſhall leave them, and re- 
turn to Naples and to Laura. 


\ 
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CHAP. IX. 


Regretter ce que Von aime eſt un bien, en comparaifon 
de vivre avec ce que Pon hait. LA Brvvzrs. 


ELUCO was not long married before 
it was pretty generally known, not- 
withſtanding the intention of keeping it 


for ſome time ſecret. The marriage, there- 


fore, was publicly avowed, and Laura ap- 


peared in all the brilliancy of dreſs and 
equipage, which riches can procure, and 
the oſtentatious taſte of her huſband exact- 


ed. She was univerſally admired, and che 
acquaintance of her huſband aſfiduouſly 


courted by many who, previous to his mar- 


Triage, ſhewed no great inclination to culti- 
| vate . 


Poſſeſſed of great riches, with the at 


vantage of birth, and having obtained the 
FO he had long ardently deſired, it is 


12 natural 
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natural to imagine that Zeluco now en- 
joyed happineſs, or at leaſt tranquillity; 
but any tolerable degree of tranquillity is 
incompatible with perfidy and fraud: be- 
ſides, this wretched man poſſeſſed two 
qualities which never mingle ſmoothly in 
the character of a huſband; he was exceſ- 
ſively jealous, and exceſſively vain of his 
wife's beauty : a wiſer man might have 
been excuſed for the latter, but the con- 
duct and character of Laura left him with- 
out any rational pretext for the former. 
To drive round the beauteous environs of 
Naples in the carriage with her mother, 
to improve her mind by books, and to di- 
vert it by muſic, from certain painful re- 
flections which often intruded themſelves, 
in ſpite of all her endeavours, were the 
ſole amuſements and occupations ſhe was 
inclined to in the abſence of her huſband. 
When he was preſent, which was by no 
means the moſt comfortable part of her 
time, ſubſtituting a ſenſe of duty, all chat 
was in her power, in the place of affec- 
tion, which ſhe could not command, ſhe 

| Go adapted 
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adapted her converſation and conduct, as 
much as ſhe could, to what ſhe thought 
would pleaſe him: but if there are tempers 
of ſuch an unfortunate frame that even 
when joined to goodneſs of diſpoſition, it 
is impoſſible to pleaſe, how then could the 
| efforts of this unhappy young woman prove 
| ſucceſsful, who had to deal with a peeviſh 
1 temper engrafted on a vicious diſpoſition ? 

Zeluco's vanity was continually inciting 
him to carry Laura to places of public re- 
ſort ; yet ſuch was the capricious abſurdity 
of the man, that he was at once deſirous 
of diſplaying the beauty of his wife, and 
unable to bear the admiration which it al- 
ways attracted. And when ſhe was parti- 
cularly accoſted by thoſe gentlemen whom 
he himſelf had introduced to her acquaint- 
ance, the commoneſt civility on her part, 


EO: EI 4 * 


ſuch as the laws of good manners render 
indiſpenſable, filled him with chagrin, and 
ſeldom failed, for ſome hours, to throw an 
additional fhade of ill-humour upon the 
habitual gloom of his temper: ſo that it 

was impoſſible for Laura to gratify his 
5 vanity _ 
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vanity without exciting his. jealouſy; and 
it is difficult to determine, even during the 
period in which his fondneſs was at the 
height, whether ſhe afforded hm more 
pain or pleaſure, while it is certain that 
his behaviour, from the beginning, filled 
ber with vexation and remorſe. 

An Italian of high rank, from a Aber 
ent part of Italy, happened at this time to 
come to Naples, where he lived at con- 
J fiderable expence, and in an oftentatious 
ſtyle; he was preſented to Laura by Zeluco 
himſelf, ſoon after their marriage: peculi- 
_ arly pleaſed with her converſation and be- 

haviour, this nobleman addreſſed himſelf 
more to her than to any other woman, as 
often as he met her in public. This was 
remarked by Zeluco, and produced the 
uſual effect on his temper.—Laura, con- 
ſcious of no impropriety in thought or 
conduct, imputed her huſband's ill-hu- 
mour on this, as on other ſimilar occaſions, 
to an unfortunate habit of fretting without 
cauſe, and took notice of it in no other 
way than by redoubling her endeavours to 
G 1 | Pleaſe 


102 2 E L U:C:0, 


pleaſe him. Zeluco himſelf, though he 
was unable to controul the ſulkineſs of his 
temper, was, for ſome time, aſhamed to 
mention to her what occaſioned, or rather 
what increaſed it, in the preſent inſtance. 
At length, however, he expreſſed ſome 
diſapprobation of the attention which this 
nobleman paid her. 
« I will moſt cheerfully abſtain,” 
ſaid Laura, © from going to thoſe places 
where I have any chance of 5 
him.“ . 
« How is that poſſible? ſaid Zeluco; 
285 he i 1s at every public place.” 


1 will go to no public place, foi 
Laura. 


* That would feem very GTG; re- 
ſumed he. 
The ſingularity is of ſmall import- 


| ance,” faid ſhe, * provided you are ſatiſ- 
fied. 9» | 


Noz“ replied he, © it would be im- 
proper for you not to go to thoſe aſſemblies 
which all people of rank frequent; but you 
may behave in ſuch a manner when you 

3 5 _ 
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ſee him there, as * prevent his ſpeaking 
to you any more.“ 

« In what manner is that ?” ſaid Laura. 

« A woman who is diſpleaſed | with a 
man's addreſſes, is never at a loſs to find it 
out,” replied he. . 
„ But I have not the leaſt reaſon to be 
diſpleaſed with the manner in which this 
gentleman addreſſes me, ſaid ſhe; © yet, 
if you have, I certainly wiſh to converſe 
with him no more. 

Every woman who has no defire of 

pleaſing a man,” reſumed Zeluco, knows 
an eaſy way of breaking up all connection 
with him, without abſenting herſelf from 
the places where there is a probability of 
meeting him.“ 

% Well,” replied Laura, endeavouring 
to ſmile, * I am a woman quite ignorant of 
that eaſy way, yet aſſuredly I have no 
particular deſire of pleaſing the perſon in 

queſtion,” 
 4*T am not quite ſure of that,” ſaid he. 

* How ſhall I prove it to you?“ reſumed 
Laura. | 


. « By 
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* By turning abruptly from him,” replied | 
Zeluco, © when he next ſpeaks to you.” 

4; Would not that be rude,” replied 
Laura, * to one of his rank, and whom | 
you introduced to me?—but I am ſure you 
ſay this only in jeſt.— Come, my way is 
the beſt—let me avoid public places —at 
leaſt till he leaves Naples; it is but three 
weeks. 93 7 92 

« How came you to know ſo exactly, 
ſaid Zeluco, with an air of ſurpriſe, when 


he was to leave Naples?” | 
6 By your informing me,” replied 
Laura. 
« My informing you E ſaid he. 
« Yes,” replied Laura; « do you not 
remember that a few days ago you told my 
mother and me that he was to ſet out for 
Rome in leſs than a month?” 
e The news ſeems to have made a ſtrong 
impreſſion on you,” ſaid Zeluco, peeviſhly. 
« Tuſt enough. to make me recollect it 
now, for the firſt time ſince you mentioned 
it, replied Laura. 


$6: Well, 
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« Well, you will behave as you think 
proper,” ſaid Zeluco, in a little better 
humour; © but you cannot but underſtand 
his drift in the great attention he pays 
you.” 7 w 0 
J have ſeen nothing but politeneſs in 
his behaviour to me,” ſhe replied; but 
the moment he diſcovers any drift that 
ought to be diſagreeable to you, I ſhall 
certainly turn from him in the manner 
you deſire.“ | 
Zeluco withdrew, and Laura, with a 
ſigh, exclaimed, © Alas! my mother, had 
you known this man, the wealth of India 
could not have bought your conſent to his 5 
being united to your poor unfortunate 
daughter. she then burſt into a flood of 
tears, and having in this manner aſſuaged 
the anguiſh of her heart, ſhe wiped her 
eyes, ſummoned all her firmneſs, and met 
her mother and huſband at dinner with a 
ſerene and cheerful countenance, 
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CH AP. EI. 
The Priſoners. 


OME little time after this, Madame de 
| Seidlits received a very unexpected let- 


ter from her ſon-in-law, dated from Rome, | 
in which he acquainted her, that his friend 


Baron Carloſtein and he were juſt arrived 
in that city, and intended ſoon to pay her 


a viſit at Naples. 


« Baron Carloſtein had long had a great 
inclination to vilit Italy, and had received 
his ſovereign's permiſſion for that purpoſe; 
while he was preparing for his journey, it 
occurred to him, that his friend Seidlits 
would probably be happy to have an op- 
portunity of ſeeing his mother and ſiſter, 
particularly the latter, of whoſe marriage 
he had lately heard. The Baron, there- 
fore, aſked it as a particular favour of Cap- 


tain Seidlits to accompany him; and on the 


Captain: 8 


Captain's agreeing, the king's leave was 
obtained for him alſo; and the two friends 


ſet out together, Carloſtein ſoon perceived 


that his companion had infinitely more 
impatience to be with Madame de Seidlits 
and Laura, than admiration of thoſe maſter- 
pieces of art which detain the connoiſſeur 
and antiquarian in their travels through 


Italy. That Captain Seidlits therefore 
might paſs as much as poſſible of the 
period for which he had leave of "abſence 
with his mother and ſiſter, Carloſtein had 
the complaiſance to continue his courſe 


directly, and with great expedition, to 
Rome. After a haſty view of what is moſt 


remarkable in that city, he propoſed to 


accompany his friend to Naples, remain 
ſome time there; and, on his return to Ger- 
many, travel all over Italy with chat lei- 


ſure and attention which the curiofities the 
country preſents, merit. 


Captain Seidlits, in his letter to his mo- 


ther- in- law, aſſured her that the banker's 
failure would not be attended with the bad 


conſequences which were feared at firſt; and 


concluded 
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concluded by expreſſions of the warmeſt 


affection for his ſiſter, with compliments 


to her huſband, to whom, he added, he 


was impatient to be known, and whom he 


was prepared to eſteem. 


This letter was followed, within a few 


days, by one from Signora Sporza, inform- 


ing Madame de Seidlits that Mr. N 


had met with the Baron Carloſtein and Cap- 
tain Seidlits at the Cardinal Bernis' aſſem- 


bly, and had preſented thoſe gentlemen to 


her. She dwelt a good deal on the praiſes 


of both, adding, That they were ſo. much 
approved of by the Roman ladies, that ſhe 
imagined they would find it difficult to 


leave Rome fo ſoon as they intended: ſhe 
concluded by warning Madame de Seid- 


lits and Laura not to be greatly ſurpriſed 
or diſappointed if Captain Seidlits did not 


arrive at Naples ſo ſoon as he had ap- 
pointed. 


Baron Carloſtein and his friend had been 
recommended in a diſtinguiſhed manner to 

Cardinal de Bernis, who ſent them an in- 
vitation to dinner ſome days after the date, 


of 
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of Signora Sporza's letter above mentioned. 
At his very hoſpitable and magnificent 
board they met with the honourable Mr. 
N „his uncle, Mr. Steele, and a va- 
riety of other ſtrangers; it happened that 
there was at table one perſon, at leaſt, from 
almoſt every country of Europe; the con- 
verſation turned a good deal on national 
character, and ſeveral lively traits were 
mentioned by way of illuſtration; but 
whether it was owing to a notion that the 
Britiſh bear ſtrokes of this kind with leſs 
200d-humour than the inhabitants of other 
countries, or whatever was the cauſe, it fo 
happened, that for a conſiderable time no 


mention was made of any peculiar feature 
belonging to them. 


At length che Cardinal, addreſling him 
ſelf to Mr. N „ ſaid, he could not help 
thinking, that the melancholy generally 
attributed to the Engliſh nation was greatly 
exaggerated. He mentioned many Engliſh 
_ gentlemen with whom he had the pleaſure 
of being acquainted, who were as gay as 
any Frenchmen, without the levity of 


which 
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which his countrymen were ſo much accuf- 
ed; beſides, continued he, politely, * Can 
any thing be leſs probable, than that the 
g nation, which perhaps of all others has 
the beſt reaſon to be cheerful, ſhould be the 
moſt r ?'—In return to this, Mr. 
N — obſerved, That what was the moſt 
probable, was not always the moſt true; 
that, in his opinion, nothing was ſo much 
to be envied as that charming quality which 
ſeemed inherent in the French nation, of 
ſupporting, without murmuring, and even 
with gaiety, many of thoſe vexatious in- 
cidents in life which fink the people of 
other nations into dejection, or overwhelm 
them with deſpair; that it was prepoſterous 
to call that quality of the mind levity which 
does what philoſophy often attempts in 
vain. As for the melancholy imputed to 
his countrymen, he was much afraid, that, 
notwithſtanding the particular exceptions 
which had come under his Eminence's ob- 
| ſervation, it was but too well founded; and 
be illuſtrated his aſſertion by the following 
anecdote: 


„During 
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« During a late war between France and 


Great Britain, ſaid Mr. N—, „an 


Engliſh veſſel of ſuperior force took a 
French frigate after an obſtinate engage- 


ment, in which the French officers diſplay- 


ed that intrepidity which is ſo natural to 


them. The frigate was brought into a 
commercial town upon the Engliſh coaſt, 


and the officers were treated with great 
hoſpitality by ſome of the principal in- 
habitants: one very rich merchant in 
particular invited them frequently to his 
houſe, where he entertained them in a very 
magnificent manner,—The firſt day on 
which they dined with him, his lady be- 
haved with ſuch peculiar attention to the 


priſoners, that ſhe ſeemed to neglect all 


the other gueſts at her table. After the 
company had withdrawn, ſhe ſpoke highly 
to her huſband of the politeneſs and eaſy 
agreeable manners of the French nation, 


and added, that it gave her pleaſure to per- 


ceive that the French gentlemen who had 
juſt left them, inſtead of giving way to 
vain repining, or allowing their ſpirits to 
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be depreſſed by their misfortune, had 
ſhewn the utmoſt cheerfulneſs and gaiety 
during the whole repaſt, all except one 


gentleman, who ſeemed much dejected, and 


almoſt entirely overcome with the idea of 
being a priſoner. This ſhe accounted for by 
ſupoſing that his loſs was greater than 
that of all the reſt put together; and ſhe 
apprehended, from the obſtinate filence he 
had retained, and from the diſcontent and 
melancholy ſo ſtrongly marked in his coun- 
tenance, that the poor gentleman would 
| not long ſurvive his misfortune. 
„ cannot imagine who you mean, ' ſaid 
the huſband. 

The lady deſcribed the man ſo exactly, 
that it was impoſſible to miſtake him. 

That unfortunate gentleman,” ſaid the 
huſband, is none of the priſoners; he is 
the captain of the Engliſh veſſel who took | 


them. 1 


SE UP C6: tes 


CHAP, LXII. 
Carliſtein and Seidlits arrive at Naples. 
LL the allurements of Rome, how- 


ever, could not overcome Captain Seid- 
lits's impatient deſire of ſeeing his relations 


at Naples; and the Baron, yielding to his 


friend's eagerneſs, agreed to ſet out ſooner 
than Signora Sporza had given Madame de 


Seidlits reaſon to expect. | 
Mr. N— would have willingly accom- 


panied them, provided he had been able to 


prevail on his uncle to go ſo far as Naples. 
But that gentleman had received ſome letters 


from England, which made him impatient 
to return directly; and all the fears which 
were ſuggeſted by Buchanan being now 


diſſipated by the marriage of Zeluco to 
Laura, he rather wiſhed his nephew to re- 
main another ſeaſon in Italy, as he had 
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been adviſed for the confirmation of his 
health. 1 1 

Mr. N— accompanied the Baronet on his 
way home as far as Florence, and there 
took his leave of him and Mr. Steele, Who 
had received letters from his mother and 


Mr. Transfer, preſſing his immediate re- 
| turn in the moſt earneſt terms. Steele, 
therefore, to the great ſatisfaction of the 
Baronet, reſolved to accompany him to 
England; and on the day they left Flo- 
rence, Mr. N— ſet out on his return to 
Naples, where Sisnora e had arrived 
before him. 

Carloſtein and Seidlits had reached that 
city a conſiderable time before either. On 
the morning of their arrival, Zeluco had 
gone to the country with the nobleman 
whom he had accompanied from Sicily, 
and was not to return till the day after, 
Laura determined to paſs that interval with 
her mother. 

Madame de Seidlits was delighted wich 
the thoughts of ſeeing her ſon-in-law, for 
whom ſhe had always felt the ſincereſt 
eſteem 


A 
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eſteem and friendſhip; and Laura had 
more happineſs in the expectation of 
paſſing ſome time with her brother, than 
in. any reflection which had occupied her 


mind ſince her marriage. She likewiſe 


experienced a confuſed ſentiment of plea- 


ſure and uneaſineſs, the ſource of which 
ſhe did not clearly comprehend, in the 
dea of meeting Carloſtein, who had ſtruck 
her fancy ſo ſtrongly in her youth that the 


impreſſion had never ſince been entirely 
effaced. 


Immediately after their arrival at Naples, 


Captain Seidlits waited on his mother-1n- 


law, with whom he found his ſiſter: when 


the reciprocal congratulations and compli- 
ments were ended, Madame de Seidlits, 
inquiring what was become of his friend, 
was told that he had inſiſted on remaining 
at the inn by himſelf for the firſt day of 


their meeting at leaſt, that he might be no 
bar to that domeſtic kind of converſation 
ſo natural among near relations after a 
long abſence. I cannot bear the appear- 
ance of your leaving your friend at an inn 
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the moment you arrive among your rela- 

tions,” ſaid Madame de Seidlits : “ we 
ſhall have abundance of opportunities for 

_ domeſtic chat; fo if you think the Baron 
can put up with a poor dinner, we had 
beſt ſend for him.“ Captain Seidlits, who 


had with reluctance left his friend to dine 


alone, heard this propoſal with pleaſure, 
ſaying, If that is the only objection, I 
ſhall certainly endeavour to bring him; for 
I never knew any man have a greater re- 
liſh for good company, and 8 much indif- 
ference for good fare.“ 


This propoſal of her mother's was not 


heard with perfect tranquillity by Laura; 


who foreſaw that it would lead to their 
paſſiug the whole evening together; and 
from what ſhe had remarked of her huſ- 
band's temper, ſhe feared that he might 
not be pleaſed when he came to know, 
that inſtead of ker having paſſed the time 
of his abſence with her mother only, a 


young gentleman beſides her brother was 


of the party; ſhe could not object how- 


ever without giving a reaſon to her mo- 


cher. 


, 
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ther, which ſhe wiſhed to conceal; nor 


could ſhe, with propriety, withdraw from 
a company of which her — ſo lately 
arrived, was one. 

Captain Seidlits left them, and returned 
ſoon after with his friend. 


The Baron Carloſtein was at this time on 


the borders of thirty years of age; he was 


active and genteel in his perſon; he had 


an open manly countenance, which an- 
nounced candour and good ſenſe; his con- 
verſation and conduct confirmed what his 


features indicated; his general manner was 


gentle; yet when provoked, which did 
not ſlightly happen, his fine blue eyes 


darted a fire very different from their uſual 


expreſſion. | 

When Captain Seidlits preſented tim to 
his ſiſter as an old acquaintance, he was 
ſtruck with admiration at the improvement 
which a few years had made in the graces 


of her face and perſon. Her, whom he 


recollected only as a lively girl, juſt burſt- 
ing from childhood, he now beheld a wo- 


Man in the full bloom of beauty, and 


1 Ri. formed 


e 
n 
1 I eds . R 
3 C 
88 EST: oo IS ts 
* 8 


27 Ea 4 
— Jos * — 
. CS w I 


7 3 : : r 3 
2 - Fe (ng — 4 Fu , — * = I ; 
2 r 8 2 er „ 
4 E _— Fs + * * 
* — 1 1 A = - 


— ——ä———— 2 — — ” 5 — — — —— 
1 4 


— — *. * £5 . 5 5 222 — — 
af, as K any: 5 F ing Se too * — - 
— 4 8 W — — 2 2 2 er — - . 
2d . * wv . r —— "IT > ET Et 
- 8 by Mn r 8 2 on 277 2 0 Es 7 
ee = a Eb rt 


r 
. 
r 
N 
7 > 3 BE” — 
PNA 


2 vw Ras 


1 SI 
= 
— 

r 2 => = — ot eng 4 . i * 2 2 2 
. — wb tat PRE 2 7 8 3 
3 . 2 CE 4 
Vt FFP e 

Prod % © - * * 1 — 

— hg ; 


——— 
20 
8 
7 4 * 


rant lp 72G iro 
c 
ccc 


ö 

e 

. 1 

T 
2 9 


— — * - 8 25 
5 5 
FCC AA I 
- 7 R * * N 
8 W If 5 — 
uh. tie? SORES Z 
83 


119 2&E LUC: O. 
formed by Nature's fineſt ſymmetry, If 
he found the appearance of Laura more 

intereſting on. account of its alterations, 

ſhe was. the more pleaſed with his, becauſe 

it remained the ſame. 

* : After dinner Madame de Seidlits, re- 

| newing an old ſource of ſportive diſpute, 

| faid to her ſon-in-law, © I hope your ſhort 
| ſtay at Rome was ſufficient to convert you 
xe from your heretical opinions on the article 
1 


of female beauty; and you will now con- 

feſs that the fine expreſſive countenances 
of the Roman ladies are far more intereſting 
ii than all the bloom of the Saxon.“ 


Captain Seidlits, however, fought the 
| cauſe of his countrywomen with an in- 
| trepidity worthy of a knight-errant. I 
Vw will appeal to Baron Carloftein,” ſaid Ma- 

dame de Seidlits; “his partiality for his 
country will not blind his judgment nor 
corrupt his candour which do you think 
the fineſt ſtyle of countenance, that of the 
WW Italian, or German'women ?” 
| “prefer a mixture of both,” replied he, _ 
| throwing the glance of an inſtant at Laura 
3 LY” vous, 


te 4 vous, ma ſæur, ſaid Captain Seid- 


lits, who had accidentally taken up a gui- 


tar, the moment before he made this appeal 
to his ſiſter, 


Laura bluſhed at the port of the Ba- 


ron's anſwer, and was embarraſſed by her 
brother's direct application of it; ſhe ex· 
tricated herſelf, however, by ſnatching her 


guitar out of his hand, ſaying, © Yolontrers, 


mon frere,” and inſtantly playing one of his 
favourite airs. 


This turned the converſation} and Laura, 


who was a very great proficient in muſic, 
was deſired to play ſeveral pieces on the 


harpſichord, as well as guitar, which ſhe 


accompanied with her voice in a manner 


that would have nc gel a far leſs partial 


audience. 

The evening was ſpent with entire ſatiſ- 
faction by Madame de Seidlits and the 
Captain; Laura's enjoyment was blended 
with great inquietude; Carloſtein hardly 
uttered a ſentence, as his friend and he 
returned to their lodgings, where, pre- 
tending to be diſpoſed to lleep, he retired 
H 4 imme- 
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immediately to his bed- chamber, and paſſed 
the night meditating on the accompliſh- 


ments of Laura. 


Zeluco at his return received the two 


ſtrangers with politeneſs, and many ex- 
preſſions of friendſhip; their appearance 


and manners attracted the approbation of 
all to whom they were preſented. He per- 


ceived that his connexion with them did 


himſelf credit, and therefore was unremit- 


ting in his attentions, and entertained them 
with a profuſion of magnificence exceeding | 
what he formerly diſplayed. 


Some ſuch motive of ſelfiſhneſs and va- 
nity is the uſual ſource of gfentatious en- 
tertainment; friendſhip and cordial good- 


will to the gueſts are ſatisfied with mere 


ſimple preparations for their comfort and 
conveniency. 


As Mr. N lived | in the greateſt in- 


timacy with Carloſtein and Seidlits, and 


was highly reſpeQed by them, he was in- 


vited to all thoſe ſplendid feaſts which Ze- 


| luco's vanity prompted him to give for the 
entertainment of his brother-in-law and 
the 


os 
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the Baron. Zeluco was alſo aſſiduous in 
contriving parties of pleaſure for their 
amuſement; and often accompanied them 
when they went to viſit the environs of 
this very intereſting city. He engaged a 


certain Abbe of diſtinguiſhed taſte in virtù 
to attend them as their Cicerone, and ex- 


plain the antiquities brought from Hercu- 
laneum and Pompeia, and the other curio- 
ſities collected in the Muſeum at Portici. 


Madame de Seidlits and her daughter were 


generally of thoſe parties: but Captain 
Seidlits, as was already hinted, had not 
ſo great a reliſh for virtù as either his 
friend Carloſtein or Mr. N— —; nor was 


he enthuſiaſtically ſtruck with the various 
natural beauties which adorn the Bay of 


Naples. Intended from his early youth 
for the profeſſion of arms, his ſtudies and 
reflections were pretty much confined to 
what related to the military art; and he 
was not ſolicitous of being thought a con- 
noiſſeur in any other. Having honeſtly 


acknowledged that the Bay of Naples was 


the moſt beautiful proſpect he had ever 


ſeen, 
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5 ſeen, he was little diſpoſed to ſay, and as 
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little to hear, any more about it; and 
when the Abbe began to deſcant on ruins, 
and lava, and antiques, he left others to 
profit by the lecture, and walked away 
humming a march or ſome other favourite 


air to himſelf. As little could Seidlits ſup- 
port the Abbe's difſertations on the Roman 


arms, and their manner of uſing them; 
although that learned eccleſiaſtic explained 


thoſe matters with an accuracy and mi- 


nuteneſs which would have aſtoniſhed one 


of Cæſar's beſt Centurions, All this learn- 
ing and eloquence were exhauſted in vain 


to ſhake the early prejudice which Seidlits 


had conceived in favour of the firelock and 


bayonet. He became at length completely 


ſick of antiquities, and often curſed thoſe 


everlaſting curioſities, each of which drew 
a lecture from the Abbe, and were conti- 


nually crofling their way, whatever road 


they took in their excurſions from Naples. 
When Laura was of the party, Seidlits 


was fond of drawing her from the reſt of 


the company, and converſing with her 
apart. 


apart. And ſhe, although not exactly of 


ject of virtu, generally yielded to his ſoli- 
citation. They talked of their acquaint- 
ance in Germany; of domeſtic affairs; and 
| ſometimes their converſation turned upon 
Carloſtein; the virtues of his friend was 


inſtances of his generous nature, and to 
give proofs of the noble turn of his mind. 
Laura and Carloſtein were the two people 


therefore, that they ſhould eſteem each 
other; and with this view he was apt to 
dwell on the praiſes of each to the other. 
The ſubje& was more agreeable to both 
than he dreamt of, 


hgr brother's way of thinking on the ſub- 


a ſubject on which Seidlits dwelt with 
enthuſiaſm; he was eager to enumerate 


on earth for whom Seidlits had the greateft 
eſteem and affection; he was anxious, 
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Highlands of Scotland, whoſe name was 


Cc H AP. IXl'IL  _» 
The Highlander | 


—— Cujus 
Dextera per en, pietas ſpectata per i ignes. 
Ovip. 


\APTAIN Seidlits was attended by 
an elderly man, a native of the North 


Duncan Targe. As there is ſomething 
fingular in this man's ſtory, and in the 


accidents by which he came into the Cap- 


tain's ſervice, it is not foreign to our pur- 


poſe to mention a few of the particulars. 
His father, who rented a ſmall portion 
of land of a nobleman of that country,. 
being upon his death bed, expreſſed a de- 
ſire of ſeeing his maſter; the nobleman 
went directly to the hut of his tenant, and 


condoled with him on the melancholy 


ſtate he ſeemed to be in. I am greatly 
5 indebted 
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indebted to your Lordſhip,” ſaid the dying 
man, * for the condeſcenſion and kindneſs 


which you have always ſhewed to me. I 
am now dying, my Lord, and would will- 


ingly leave to ſo good a maſter what I 
have of the greateſt value in this world.” 


e happy to hear, my good friend,” = 
ſaid his Lordſhip, that you have any 
thing of value to leave; for I was much 
afraid that you had loſt the whole or the 


greateſt part of what you had, when, 
contrary to my advice, you became ſurety 


for your relation at Invernels ; but what- 


ever you have, I muſt inſiſt upon your 


leaving it all to your little ſon Duncan 
here; and whatever his portion 1s, I am 


more diſpoſed to add to it, than diminiſh 
it.“ 


cc Little Duncan 1 18 all have to leave,” 


replied the poor man; © and the greateſt 


uneaſineſs I have in dying, is the thought 


of the deſtityte condition of that poor boy; EE 


for my relations at Inverneſs are all ruined 


by the ſame misfortune which has reduced _ 


me. I therefore earneſtly entreat of your 


Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip to accept of this poor orphan, as 
a pledge of my regard, and the only legacy | 
] have to beſtow,” Ap 


..* Ido accept of him with all my br 
and ſoul, ” cried his Lordſhip; * “e and if he 
proves as honeſt a man as his father, no- 


= thing but death ſhall part him and me.” 
© Praiſe be to the Almighty,” cried the 
dying man, with uplifted eyes and arms. 
Thanks to the gracious God of heaven 


and earth for all his goodneſs to me and 
mine Ooh! my good Lord, continued 
he, addreſſing the Nobleman, % you have 
made me a happy man. Here the ſudden 
guſh of joy overwhelmed the feeble heart 
of this poor man; he fell back on a his heath 
| pillow, and expired. | . 
The nobleman led the boy Sis to . 
_ caftle, and after placing him. ſome years at 
ſchool, took him to attend his own perſon, 
He was in this ſituation when the rebel- 
on broke out in the year 1745 in which 
his maſter unfortunately taking a part, 
young Targe, being then a ſtripling of fif- 
een or ſixteen years of age, accompanied 
him, 
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him, and continued inſeparably attached 


to his Lordſhip after the battle of Culloden 
during a conſiderable time in which they 


ſkulked among the moſt remote parts of the 


Highlands. 


On this trying occaſion, Targe, being a 
youth of a hardy Highland conſtitution 
and ſpirit, had the ſatisfaction of repaying 


his maſter for all his former kindneſs by 


his unſhaken fidelity and grateful attach- 
ment. In one or two inſtances he actually 

ſaved him from ſtarving among the moun- 
tains, by bringing him, at the riſk of his 


own life, proviſions from thoſe places 


where his Lordſhip could not appear with= 


out a certainty of being diſcovered. At 
length they both eſcaped to the continent, 
where this unfortunate Nobleman died; 
after which, Targe was taken into the 
ſervice of Marſhal Keith, by whom he was 


recommended to Colonel Seidlits, and now 
attended his ſon. 


Buchanan and Targe generally pda 


their maſters in their excurſions around 


Naples, Mr. N— — had remarked an in- 


timacy 
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timacy between them ever ſince Captairr 
Seidlits and he met at Rome. On per- 
ceiving them walking apart from the other 
ſervants in cloſe converſation together, 
III lay a bett,“ ſaid Mr. N=— to Cap- 
tain Seidlits, © that your ſervant 18 from 
Scotland.” 

He certainly is Alas from that 
country,“ replied Seidlits; “ but I cannot 
conceive how you came to diſcover this ſo 
readily,” 

4% N ay, 1 I ſhould not have diſcovered 3 it, 
Aid Mr. N— * but I was convinced by 
my ſervant's ſudden and great intimacy 
with him that he had.” 

Some time after this, Zeluco and his 
Lady, Madame de Seidlits, Carloſtein, Mr, 
N, and Captain Seidlits, went to 
paſs the day and dine at Portici ; neither 
Buchanan nor Targe had been order- 
ed to attend their maſters on that occa- 
caſion. As the company were returning to 
town, Captain Seidlits took notice of this 


accident to Mr. N—; and they amuſed 
themſclves with various obſervations on 


the 
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the ſource of the great friendſhip which 
was ſo ſuddenly formed between their two 
domeſtics. While they were converſing, 
Mr. N ſaw one of his footmen coming 
at full gallop towards them from Naples. 
« What is the matter, Dick ?” cried Mr. 
N— 8 | 
Lord! Sir,“ the man replied, 6 Cap- 
tain Seidlits's ſervant, Duncan Targe, has 
cut poor Mr. Buchanan almoſt to pieces.“ 

“ Impoſſible! cried N ; © what 
his own countryman ?” 

Ves, pleaſe your Honour; r had a a 
quarrel about the Queen; and ſo they 
fought in the garden with broad ſwords.” 

e About the Queen !—Nonſenſe !” cried 
Mr. N—; © what Queen?” | 
«© The Queen of Scotland, pleaſe your 
Honour,” ſaid the ſervant. 285 
« The fellow's certainly mad,” ſaid 
. © There is no Queen of Scotland, 


N 
m—_— 
** I don't know whether there is or not,“ 
_ replied the ſervant; *but I am ſure that Mr. 
Buchanan called her a w z upon which 
Vol. II. 1 . 
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Mr. Targe called him a liar: fo they 
challenged each other; and ſo Mr. Bucha- 
nan is deſperately wounded ; and ſo I was 
ordered to come and acquaint your Ho- 
nour.“ 

Being able to get no better explanation 
from this meſſenger, Mr. N 


and Cap- 


tain Seidlits rode on before the reſt of the 
company; and after proper inveſtigation, 
were informed of all the particulars of this 
curious adventure. 


P 


CHAP. LXIV. 


Dear is that ſhed to which his ſoul conforms, 
And dear that hill which lifts him to the ſtorcns ; 
And as a child, whom ſcaring ſounds moleſt, 
Clings cloſe and cloſer to the mother's breaſt 
So the loud torrent, and the whirlwind's roar, 
But bind him to his native mountains more. 
GOLDSMITH, 


W HEN the party was arranged for 
dining at Portici, and Buchanan un- 
derſtood that neither he nor his friend 


Targe were ordered to attend, the former 


invited his countryman to dine upon hotch 
potch and minched collops, two Scottiſh 
diſhes which he had previouſly inſtructed 


the cook at the inn how to dreſs: The 1 in- 


vitation was joyfully accepted by Targe. 


After dinner, as neither was an enemy to 
the bottle, they puſhed it pretty briſkly* 


between thern, and the converſation became 


more and more animated every moment; 
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while they talked of abſent friends, the 
days of former years, the warlike renown 


of Scotland, the great men it had pro- 
duced, and the romantic beauties of the 


country, they were in perfect uniſon; and 


when Targe, who had a tolerable voice, 


ſung the ſongs of Lochaber, Gilderoy, the 
Laſt Time I came o'er the Muir, and the 
Flowers of the Foreſt, the ſympathetic 
tears flowed mutually from their eyes; but 
with all the prejudices which thoſe two Ca- 
ledonians had in common, there were ſome 
articles in which they differed diametri- 
„„ . 
Targe's birth and education harte been 
5 already mentioned, and his political attach- 
ments accounted for; but Buchanan was 
born and educated among the Whigs of the 
weſt of Scotland, the deſcendants of the an- 
cient Covenanters, who ſuffered ſo much 
oppreſſion and religious perſecution by the 
abſurd policy of the miniſters of Charles 
| the Second, and his brother James, which 


15 ſtill remembered with horror 1 in that part 
of the country. 


His 


His father was a farmer, who was at an 


expence which he could ill afford, by ſup- 


porting him at a neighbouring univerſity 
for ſeveral years; for the poor man's great 
ambition was to breed him to the church, 
or, as he himſelf expreſſed it, to ſee his ſn 
George ſhake his head in à pulpit. But while 
the youth was proſecuting his ſtudies, the 
father's hopes were blaſted, and Buchanan's 
plan of life entirely altered, by the natural 


conſequence of an illicit connexion he had 


with a young woman, 


This tranſgreſſion being viewed in a 
more atrocious light in that part of Scot= 
land than in the metropolis of England, 


and poor Buchanan being threatened at 
once with the public reprehenſion of the 


church and the private indignation of his 


own relations, fled to London, and was 
kindly received by ſome of his country- 
men: in whoſe breaſts compaſſion for the 
delinquent had greater influence than hor- 
ror for his crime. 

Several attempts for placing him in a 
more independent way having failed, and 


I 3 Buchanan 
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Buchanan being impatient of remaining a 
burthen on his friends, he accepted an 
offer of going into the ſervice of the Earl 
of ——;, where he remained ſeveral years, 
and was afterwards, at the recommendation 
of Lady Elizabeth, placed with her nephew 
on his going abroad. 
As Buchanan's political ſentiments were 
ſo different from thoſe of Targe, it would 
have been fortunate if the two friends had 
kept clear of any diſcourſe on ſuch ſubjects; 
but while Buchanan was endeavouring to 
prove that the city of Naples was inferior 
in beauty to that of Glaſgow, the view 
from the Caſtle of Edinburgh far more 
ſublime than that from the Caſtle of Saint 
Elmo, and the palace of Caſſerta, though 
larger, in much worſe taſte than Holyrood 
Houſe ; Targe interrupted him, and re- 
marked with a ſigh, that “ it was a thou- | 
ſand pities that the juſt proprietor of that 
palace, the lineal deſcendant of ſo many 


kings, ſhould be obliged to live like a pero 
Vate perſon in Italy.“ 


. 


S$EEVEDO.- az 
« Ft would be a much greater pity,” Bu- 
chanan remarked, © to ſee popery and ar- 


bitrary power eſtabliſhed in Great Britain 
and Ireland.“ 


I do not believe there was any danger 
of either,“ replied Targe. 
Dur creed on that ſubje is not goſ- 
pel, Mr. Targe,” ſaid Buchanan; in my 
opinion it was. prudent in the nation there- 
fore to ſecure thoſe important points, by 
the limitations made at the revolution.” 


“ Thoſe limitations,” anſwered Targe, 
* might have been applicd to king James 
and his deſcendants; and the ſame reſtraints 
which have kept one race of kings within 
the hmits of law, would have kept an- 
other.” 

« There is an eſſential difference between 
the two caſes,” replied Buchanan; * a man 
will be very happy to accept of a good 
eſtate to which he has no immediate claim, 
upon conditions which the poſſeſſor of the 
eſtate and his poſterity would think it a 
hardſhip to have forced on them, parti- 
cler if they believed the eſtate had been 

14 tranſmitted 
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tranſmitted to them through a long line of 
anceſtors. And i it is natural to ſuppoſe, that 
the latter would be more apt to break con- 
ditions which they conſidered as unjuſt, 
than che former to deſtroy the ſole found- 
ation of his right; it is therefore wiſe, 
Mr. Targe, in the Britiſh nation, to adhere 
to the family it has placed on the throne, 
as long as they adhere to the conditions on 
which they were there placed; and I have 
not heard that any of them ever ſhewed a 
_ diſpoſition to infringe them.” 
« Whatever reaſon the nation had to 
complain of the father, his deſcendants 
were innocent, replied Targe; Rand if 
they had a particle of equity or gratitude 
in their character, they never would have 
attempted to break through thoſe conditions 
on which they were replaced on the throne 

of t their anceſtors. 

Why, truly,” Mr. Targe, if ever 
you heard of any kings who were with- 
held by mere conſiderations of gratitude or 
equity from extending their power, or en- 
croxching on the rights of their ſubjects, 
when 
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when they thought they could do it with 
ſafety, you have the advantage of me; and 
I am apt to believe, that if ever ſuch there 
were, the edition is now pretty much ex- 
hauſted, and not likely to be renewed.” 


«© You ſeem to have a very bad opinion 
of kings,” ſaid Targe. 


„I cannot ſay I was ever intimate with 


either kings or princes,” replied Buchanan, 
ſo that I can ſay nothing about them from 
perſonal acquaintance; but from what I 


have heard of them by word of mouth, and 
read of them in hiſtory, I muſt confeſs my 
opinion of them in general is not very fa- 


yourable.?? 


1 hope you do not think them natu- 
rally worſe than other men, added Targe. 


« No, Mr. Targe, I certainly do not: 
but they are ſo accuſtomed from their youth 
to be flattered and dawted*, to have every 


thing done for them, and to make ſo few 
exertions of their own; often ſurrounded 
by thoſe who have an intereſt in leading 


them aſtray, and ſometimes by ſuch | a 
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worthleſs ſet, that if they are not at the 
beginning naturally better than other men, 
they run a great rifk of becoming artificially 
worſe. But be they good, bad, or indiffe. 
rent, I am clear for the ſubjects keeping ſuch 
a portion of power in their own hands, as 


will render it very dangerous for the mo- 


narch to make any attempt againſt their 


rights; and I am clear in another point, Mr. 


Targe, that when a king is ſuch a gawk* 


as to fly with his young one into an ene- 
my's land, it would be the height of folly 
ever to let either the one or the other back 


to the neſt.” 

« Well, I cannot help thinking 1t ex- 
tremely unjuſt,” replied Targe, to de- 
prive an innocent perſon of his right, and 


to make him ſuffer ſo ſeverely for the faults 


of others, if faults there were,” 

« Unjuſt!” cried Buchanan ; Does 
not heaven viſit the i iniquity of fathers up- 
on cheir children ?” 


S Gawk, a Saxon word ſtill uſed in Scotland, ſig · 
vifies a cuckow, a filly fellow. 


Te « Heaven 
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n Heaven has a right to do what it 
pleaſes,” ſaid Targe , © but, pleaſe God, I 
never would take it on me to * ſuch a 
thing, had I the power to-morrow.” 

“But the thing is done already,” faid 
Buchanan, and cannot be undone, with- 
out more fighting about it than the cauſe 
is worth. MM SR” 

« Many a brave man, not only in Scot- 
land but alſo in England and Ireland, have 
ſhed their blood in the cauſe of * _ 
of Stewart,” ſaid Targe. 

« I with thoſe who are diſpoſed : to ſhed 
their blood in ſuch a cauſe much good of 
it,” ſaid Buchanan, ſhrugging his ſhoulders; 

* as for my own part, I ſhall be as ready 
as my neighbours to fight for my religion 
or my country, but as for ſhedding one 
drop of my blood for the difference be- 
tween one king and another, when the 


good of the country is no way concerned, - 
I beg to be excuſed.” 


* Do you not think fighting for your 


king, is fighting for your country ?” ſaid 
Targe, | 


Very 


— — 
— . > iy" 


1 Fm * . . F - 
I re eas. 4 us - , n * K — * „„ 


- = AR Oe SRIES SY rote OT ED EE ET ET 


140 Z E LU CO. 
« Very often it is juſt the reverſe,” re- 
plied Buchanan; “ fighting for a bad King, 
{ conſider as fighting againſt my country.” 
e Yet you muſt acknowledge,” reſumed 


Targe, © that kings reign by the appoint- 
ment of God; and therefore it ſeems to be 


a very daring thing in a man to attempt to 


dethrone them.“ 


rs peſtilence is by the appointment 
of God, retorted Buchanan; « yet we 


uſe every means in our power to drive it 


out of the land.” 


Targe ſeeming a little bene ted and 
diſpleaſed at this obſervation, Buchanan 
filled a bumper, and gave for his toaſt, 
« The Land of Cakes,” 


This immediately diſperſed che cloud 


which began to gather on the other's 


brow. 


Targe drank the toaſt with hats; 
ſaying, © May the Almighty pour his 


bleſſings on every hill and valley in it !— 
that is the worſt with, Mr. Buchanan, that 
I ſhall ever wiſh to that land.“ 


66 It 


8 


« It would delight your heart to behold 


the flouriſhing condition it is now in, re- 


plied Buchanan; © it was faſt improving 


when Lleft it; and I have been credibly 
informed fince that, it is now a perfect 
| garden.” | 
41 am very beppy to hear it, ſaid 
Targe. | 
©« Indeed,“ added Buchanan, de it has 


been in a ſtate of rapid i improvement ever 
ſince the Union.“ 


« Damn the Union,” cried Targe; e 
would have improved much faſter without 


it.“ 
I am not quite clear on that point, Mr. 
Targe,” ſaid Buchanan. 


60 Depend upon it,“ replied Targe, *the 


Union was the worſt treaty that Scotland 


ever made.” „ | 
4 I ſhall admit,” ſaid Buchanan, that 
ſhe might have made a better—but bad as 


it is, our country reaps ſome advantage 
from it.“ 


« All the advantages are on the fide of | 
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©* What do you think, Mr. Targe,” ſaid 
Buchanan, of the increaſe of trade ſince 


the Union, and the riches which have 


flowed into the Lowlands of Scotland from 
that quarter a DE, 
© Think,” cried Targe; © why, I think 


they have done a great deal of miſchief to 
the Lowlands of Scotland.” 
* How fo, my good friend (7 aid Bu- 


| chicas. : 
« By ſpreading luxury among the in- 0 


habitants, the never-failing forerunner of 
effeminacy of manners. Why, I was aſ- 
ured,” continued Targe, „by ſerjeant 


Lewis Macniel, a Highland gentleman in 


the Pruſſian ſervice, that the Lowlanders in 
ſome parts of Scotland are now very little 
better than ſo many Engliſh.” 

« O fye!” cried Buchanan, things are 
not come to that paſs as yet, Mr. Targe 


yoor friend the ſerjeant alſuredly exagges 


rates,” 


«1 8 does, replied Targe; but 
« you muſt acknowledge,” continued he, | 
<« that * the Union Scotland has loſt her 


exiſteneꝭ 
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exiſtence as an independent ſtate; her 
name is ſwallowed up in that of England: 
Only read the Engliſh news- papers; they 
mention England as if it were the name of 
the whole iſland. They talk of the Eng- 
liſh army—the Engliſh fleet—the Engliſh 
every thing ; they never mention Scotland, 
except when one of our countrymen hap- 
pens to get an office under government; we 
are then told with ſome ftale gibe, that 
the perſon is a Scotchman; or, which hap- 
pens ſtill more rarely, when any of them are 
condemned to die at Tyburn, particular 
care is taken to inform the public, that the 
criminal is originally from Scotland: but if 
fifty Engliſhmen get places or are hanged 
in one year, no remarks are made.” 

No,“ ſaid Buchanan; © in that caſe 
it is paſſed over as a thing of courſe.” 

The converſation then taking another 
turn, Targe, who was a great genealogiſt, 
deſcanted on the antiquity of certain gentle- 

men's families in the Highlands, which he 
aſſerted were far more honourable than 
moſt 
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moſt of the noble families either in Scot- 


land or England. © Is it not ſhameful,” 


added he, that a parcel of muſhroom 


Lords, mere ſprouts from the dunghills of 


law or commerce, the grandſons of grocers 
and attornies, ſhould take the pas of gentle- 
men of the oldeſt families in Europe?” 


Why, as for that matter,” replied Bu. 
chanan, © provided the grandſons of gro- 


cers or attornies are deſerving citizens, I 
do not perceive why they ſhould be ex- 


cluded from the King's favour more than 


other men.” 

« But ſome of them never drew a {word 
in defence of either their king or country,” 
rejoined Targe. 


« Afſuredly,” ſaid Buchanan, men may 


deſerve honour and pre-eminence by other 
means than by drawing their ſwords. I 


could name a man who was no ſoldier, and 
yet did more honour to his country than all 


the ſoldiers or lords or lairds of the age in 
which he lived.“ | 


« Who was he?“ 


« The 


ol 


— wy 


te The man whoſe name I have the ho- 
hour to bear,” replied the other; “ the 
Great George Buchanan.” 

«Who? Buchanan the hiſtorian ps cried 
Targe. 


« Ay, the very ſame,” replied Buchanan, | 


in a loud voice, being now a little heated 


with wine, and elevated with vanity, on | 


account of his name. Why, Sir,” conti- 
nued he, George Buchanan was not only 


the moſt learned man, but alſo the beſt poet 


of his time.“ 


« Perhaps he might,” ſaid Targe, coldly. 
© Perhaps!” repeated Buchanan; * there 


is no dubitation in the caſe. Do you re- 
| member his deſcription of his own country 
and countrymen ?” 


I cannot ſay I do,” replied Targe. 
© Then I will give you a ſample of his 
verſification,” ſaid Buchanan, who imme- 
diately repeated, with an enthuſiaſtic em- 


phaſis, the following lines from Buchanan's 


Epithalamium on the marriage of Fran- 
cis the Dauphin with Mary Queen of 


Scots. | 
vol. Il. = - Ila 


ee : ww 


„‚ö»ꝑ¹ e 


Illa pharetratis eſt propria gloria Scotis, 

Cingere venatu faltus, ſuperare natando 
Flumina, ferre famem, contemnere frigora & xſtus, 
Nec foſſa & muris patriam, fed marte tueri, 

Et ſpreta incolumem vita defendere famam; 
Polliciti ſervare fidem, ſantumque vereri 
Numen amicitiz, mores, non munus amare 
Artibus his, totum fremerunt cum bella per orbem, 
Nullaque non leges tellus mutaret avitas 

Externo ſubjecta jugo, gens una vetuſtis 

Sedibus antiqua ſub libertate reſedit. 

Subſtitit hic Gothi furor, hic gravis impetus hæſit 


Saxonis, hic Cimber ſuperato Saxone, et acri 
Perdomito Neuſter Cimbro. 


* 1 eannot recolleQ any more.” 


% You have recollected too much for 

” ſaid Targe; *© for although I was ſe- 
a years at an academy in the Highlands, 
yet I muſt confeſs I am no great Latin 


| ſcholar.” 


— 


But the Great Buchanan, faid the 
other, was the beſt Latin ſcholar in Eu- 
rope; he wrote that language as well av 
Livy or Horace.” 


I ſhall not diſpute it, ſaid Targe. 
« And 
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e And was over and above a man of 
the firſt-rate genius, 
with exultation. 
Well, well, all that may be,” replied 
Targe, a little peeviſhly, © but let me tell 
you one thing, Mr. Buchanan, if he could 
have ſwopt * 6ne-half of his genius for a 


97 


continued Buchanan, 


little more honeſty, he would have made 
an advantageous exchange, although he 
had thrown all his Latin into the bargain,” 

In what did he ever ſhew any want of 
| honeſty ?” ſaid Buchanan. 

t In calumniating and endeavouring to 
blacken the reputation of his rightful ſo- 
vereign, Mary Queen of Scots,” replied 
Targe, © the moſt beautiful and accom- 
pliſhed princeſs that ever fat on a throne.” 

« have nothing to ſay either againſt her 
beauty -or her accompliſhments,” reſumed 
Buchanan; © but ſurely, Mr. Targe, you 
muſt acknowledge that ſhe was a“ N 
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* To ſwop is an old Engliſh word Rill uſed! in Scot- 
land, lgnifying to exchange. | 
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&« Have a care b you as Sir!” inter- 
rupted Targe. I'll permit no man that 
ever wore breeches to _ diſreſpectfully 
of that unfortunate queen. | | 


cc No man that ever wore either breeches 


or a filibeg, *” replied Buchanan, « ſhall 


prevent me from ſpeaking the truth when 


1 ſee occaſion.” 


Speak as much truth as you pleaſe, 


Sir,” rejoined Targe ; but J declare that 
no man ſhall calumniate the memory of 


that beautiful and unfortunate princeſs in 
my 3 NI I can wield a clay- 


more T.“ 


« If you ſhould wield fifty Ms 


you cannot deny that ſhe was a papilt ” ſaid 


Buchanan. 

Well, Sir,” cried Targe, © what then? 
She was like other people, of the religion 
in which ſhe was bred.” “ 


* A part of the Highland dreſs which ſerves inſtead 


5 of breeches. 


+ The Highland broad ſword. 


6 I do 
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« do not know where you may have 
been bred, Mr. Targe, ſaid Buchanan; 
& for aught I know you may be an adhe- 
rent to the worſhip of the ſcarlet whore 
yourſelf. I ſhould be glad to have that 
point cleared up before we proceed far- 
ther.” 


I cannot ſay that 1 underſtand your 


drift, Sir,“ replied Targe; “ but I am an 


adherent neither of a ſcarlet whore, nor of 


whores of any other colour.” 

„If that is the caſe,” ſaid Buchanan, 
* you ought not to intereſt yourſelf in the 
reputation of Mary Queen of Scots.“ 


e J fear you are too nearly related to the 
falſe ſlanderer whoſe name you bear,” ſaid. 


Targe. 
« I glory in the name; and ſhould thiok 
| myſelf greatly obliged to any man who 


could prove my relation to the Great George 


Buchanan,” cried the other. 
« He was nothing but a diſloyal calum- 


niator,” cried Targe, who attempred to 


ſupport falſehoods by forgeries; which I 
thank heaven are now fully detected.“ 
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6 You are thankful for a very ſmall 
mercy, reſumed Buchanan; “ but fince 
you provoke me to it, I will tell you in 
plain - Engliſh, that your bonny Queen 
Mary was the ſtrumpet of Bothwell, and 
the murderer of her huſband.” _ 
No ſooner had he uttered the laſt ſen- 
tence, than Targe flew at him like a tiger; 


and they were ſeparated with difficulty, by 
Mr.N N——'s groom, who was in the ad- 
joining chamber, and had heard we alter- 
cation. 
] infiſt on your giving me atisfaQion, 
or retracting what you have ſaid againſt the | 
beautiful queen of Scotland,” cried Targe. 
« As for retracting what I have ſaid,” 
replied Buchanan, * that is no habit of 
mine; but with regard to giving you ſa- 
tisfaction, I am ready for that, to the beſt 
of my ability; for let me tell you, Sir, 
though I am not a Highlandman, I am a 
Scotchman as well as yourſelf, and not en- 
tirely ignorant of the uſe of the claymore; 
ſo name your bent, and I will. mect you to- 
morrow morning.” 


e Why 
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« Why not directly?“ cried Targe; 
& There is nobody in the garden to inter- 
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rupt us. 

I ſhould have choſen to have ſettled 
ſome things firſt; but ſince you are in ſuch 
a hurry, I will not balk you. I will ſtep 
home for my ſword, and be with you di- 
rectly,“ ſaid Buchanan. 
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CHAP. IXV. 
Et dulcis moriens 3 Argos. 


T HE Groom interpoſed, and cle, 


ed to reconcile the two enraged Scots, 
but without ſucceſs. Buchanan ſoon ar- 
rived with his ſword, and they retired to 
a private ſpot in the garden, The Groom 
next tried to perſuade them to decide their 
difference by fair boxing, This was re- 
jected by both the champions, as a mode 
of fighting unbecoming gentlemen. The 
Groom aſſerted that the beſt gentlemen in 
England fometimes fought in that manner; 
and gave as an inſtance a boxing match, 
of which he himſelf had been a witneſs, 
between Lord G. 's Gentleman and a gentle- 
| man- farmer at Vork races, about the _ 
of a mare. 

„ But our quarrel,” ” faid Targe, © ug 


about the reputation of a Queen. 1 
© That, 
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4c That, for certain, replied the Groom, 
* makes a difference.” | 

Buchanan unſheathed his ſword. 

* Are you ready, Sir?“ cried Targe. 
„That I am. — Come on, Sir,” ſaid 
Buchanan; * and the Lord be with the 
righteous.” 

& Amen!” cried Targe; and the con- 
flict began. 
Both the combatants underſtood | the 
weapon they fought with; and each par- 
ried his adverſary's blows with ſuch dexte- 
_ rity, that no blood was ſhed for ſome time; 
at length Targe making a feint at Bu- 
chanan's head, gave him ſuddenly a vers 
wound in the thigh. 

I hope you are now ſenſible of your | 
error,” ſaid Targe, dropping his point. 
I am of the ſame opinion I was, cried 
Buchanan; ſo keep your guard.“ 80 
ſaying, he advanced more brifkly than ever 
upon Targe; who, after warding off ſe- 
veral ſtrokes, wounded his antagoniſt a 
ſecond time. Buchanan, however, ſhewed 
no diſpoſition to relinquiſh the combat; 
but 


1 
1 


but this ſecond wound deing in the fore. 
head, and the blood flowing with profuſion 


into his eyes, he could no longer ſee diſ- 


tinctly, but was obliged to flouriſh his 


| ſword at random, without being able to 


perceive the movements of his adverſary, 


who, cloſing with him, became maſter of 


his ſword, and with the ſame effort threw 
him to the ground; and ſtanding over him, 
he ſaid, © This may convince you, Mr, 
Buchanan, that your's is not the righteous 
cauſe; you are in my power, but I will 
adt as the Queen whole character I defend 
would order, were ſhe alive. I hope you 
will live to repent of the injuſtice you have 
done to that amiable and unfortunate Prin- 
ceſs.” He then aſſiſted Buchanan to riſe. 
Buchanan made no immediate anſwer; but 
when he ſaw Targe aſſiſting the Groom to 


ſtop the blood which flowed from his 


: wounds, he ſaid, © I muſt acknowledge, 


Mr. Targe, that you behave ike a n 
man.“ 
After the hene was in PER degree 
diminiſhed by the dry lint, which the 
Epics _ a Saen | 
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Groom, who was an excellent farrier, ap- 
plied to the wounds, they aſſiſted him to 
his chamber; and then the Groom rode 
away to inform Mr. N— of what had 
happened; but the wound becoming more 
painful, Targe propoſed ſending for a 
ſurgeon. Buchanan then ſaid, That the 
ſurgeon's: mate, belonging to one of the 
ſhips of the Britiſh ſquadron then in the 
Bay, was, he believed, on ſhore; and as 
he was a Scotſman, he would like to em- 
ploy him rather than a foreigner. Having 
mentioned where he lodged, one of Mr. 
N——'s footmen went immediately for 
him, He returned ſoon after, ſaying, That 
the ſurgeon's mate was not at his lodging, 
nor expected for ſome hours; But I will 
go and bring the French ſurgeon,” conti- 
nued the Footman. „ 
I thank you, Mr. Thomas, ſaid Bu- 
chanan; © but I will have Patience tall my 
own countryman returns. 


% He may not return for a long time,” 
ſaid Thomas. You had beſt let me run 
for 
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for the French ſurgeon, who they fay 
has a great deal of ſkill,” | 

J am much obliged to you, Mr. Tho- 
mas,” added Buchanan; “ but neither 
Frenchman nor Spaniſhman ſhall dreſs my 
wounds when a . is to be found, 
for love or money. 


They are to be found for the one or 
the other, as I am credibly informed, in 


moſt parts of the world,” ſaid Thomas. 


« As my countrymen,” replied Bucha- 
nan, are diſtinguiſhed for letting flip no 


, means of improvement, it would be very 


ſtrange if many of them did not uſe that 


of travelling,” Mr, Thomas, 


«& It would be very ſtrange, indeed! I 
own it,“ ſaid the Footman. 5 
« But are you certain of this young 
man's ſkill in his buſineſs whey he does 
come ?” ſaid Targe, 
IM I confeſs I have had no opportunity to 
know any thing of his ſkill,” anſwered 
Buchanan; but J know for certain that 


het is ſprung from very FRO people. 
His 
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His father is a Miniſter of the Goſpel z 
and it is not likely that his father's ſon will 
be deficient in the profeſſion to which he 
was bred.” | 
It would be till leſs likely had the ſon 
been bred to preaching,” ſaid Targe. 
« That is true,” replied Buchanan 
« but I have no doubt of the young man's 
ſkill; he ſeems to be a very douce ® lad ; 
it will be an encouragement to him to ſee 
that I prefer him to another, and alſo a 
comfort to me to be attended by my coun- 
tryman.” 
06 Countryman or not  countryman,” 
ſaid Thomas, © he will expect to be paid 
for his trouble as well as another. 
66 Aſſuredly,” ſaid Buchanan; © but it 
was always a maxim with me, and ſhall be 
to my dying day, that we ſhould give our 
own fiſh-guts to our own ſea-mews.“ - 
Since you are ſo fond of your own 
ſca-mews,” ſaid Thomas, © I am ſurpriſed 


* Douce, a Scottiſh expreſſion, meaning ds and 
well- diſpoſed. 


you 


: — ban 
- 


w- £240 c 9 
you were ſo eager to deſtroy Mr. Targe 
there.” j 


That proceeded from a difference in 
politics, Mr. Thomas,” replied Buchanan, 


in which the beſt of friends are apt to 


have a miſunderſtanding z but though I am 


a Whig and he is a Tory, I hope we are 


both honeſt men: and as he behaved ge- 
nerouſly when my life was in his power, 
have no ſcruple in ſaying, that I am forty 
for having ſpoken diſreſpectfully of any 


perſon, dead or alive, for whom he has an 


ary Queen of Scots acquired the 
eſteem of her very enemies,“ reſumed 
Targe; © the elegance and engaging ſweet- 


neſs of her manners were irreſiſtible to 


every heart that was not ſteeled by preju- 
dice or jealouſy.” _ 

She is now in the hands of. a Judge, 
faid Buchanan, © who can neither be ſe- 


duced by fair appearances, nor impoſed on 


by forgeries and fraud. | 
| „ She © 
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« She is ſo, Mr. Buchanan,” replied 
Targe, and her rival and accuſers are in 
the hands of the ſame Judge.“ 

i We had beſt leave them all to his 
Juſtice and mercy then, and ſay no more 
on the ſubject, ” added Buchanan; for if 
Queen Mary's conduct on earth was what 
vou believe it was, ſhe will receive her re- 


ward in heaven, where her actions and ſuf- 


ferings are recorded.“ 


One thing more I will ay. rejoined 


Targe; * and that is only to aſk of you, 


Whether it is probable that a woman, whoſe 
conſcience was loaded with the crimes im- 
puted to her, could have cloſed the varied 


ſcene of her life, and have met death with 


ſuch ſerene and dignified courage, as Mary 


did ?” 


« I always admired that laſt awful 
ſcene,” replied Buchanan, who was melted 
by the recollection of Mary's behaviour on 
the ſcaffold; © and I will freely acknow- 


ledge, that the moſt innocent perſon that 


ever lived, or the greateſt hero recorded in 
hiſtory, could not face death with greater 
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compoſure than the Queen of Scotland; 


ſhe ſupported the dignity of a Queen, 


while ſhe diſplayed the meekneſs of a 


Chriſtian.“ 


„ am exceedingly ſorry, my dear 


friend, for the miſunderſtanding that hap- 
pened between us,” ſaid Targe affectionate- 


ly, and holding forth his hand in token of 
reconciliation; and Jam now willing to 


believe, that your friend Mr. George Bu- 


chanan was a very great poet, and under- 


ſtood Latin as well as any man alive.“ 


Here the two friends ſhook hands with 


the utmoſt cordiality ; but Targe, obſerving 


that Buchanan's face ſeemed a little pale, 


and that the wound in his thigh bled pro- 


fuſely through the dreſſings, begged that 
he would allow ſome other ſurgeon to be 
brought; and Mr. N 's footman ſwore, 
if he did not he would certainly bleed to 


death. 


Buchanan having rebuked Thomas for 
ſwearing, added, © You know, or at leaſt 
ought to know, Thomas, that let him bleed 
as he pleaſes, no man can die till his time 

10 
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is come; but even if I were to die of this 
wound, I ſhould be ſorry that the laſt ac 
of my life was that of preferring a foreigner 
not only to a countryman, but to one born 
in the ſame pariſh with myſelf, which this 
young man was. As for Mr. Targe here, 
J take you to witneſs, that I declare him 
intiocent, happen what may.” As he pro- 

nounced theſe words, the young ſurgeon, 
| who had been fo long expected, entered 
the chamber, and having examined Bucha- 
nan's wounds, and made proper applica- 
tions, he ſtrongly enjoined his patient to 
keep quietly in his room for ſome time, 
without attempting to walk, otherwiſe the 
wound in his thigh would be very tedious 
in healing; and there might even be ſome 
riſk of a fever. And the patient agree 
ing to follow his injunctions, the ſurgeon 
promiſed him a ſpeedy cure. 

Mr. N— and Captain Seidlits heard 
with ſatisfaction the prognoſtic of the ſur- 
geon; and were equally aſtoniſhed and 
entertained when they were informed of 


the cauſe and circumſtances of this quarrel, 
Vol. II. = Tos 
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| | CHAP. LXVI. 
— Placet impars 
4 Animos ſub juga ahenea E 
Mittere, IRE Hos, 


HAT courſe of Aon in which 
Laura was involved for a conſiderable 
time after the arrival of her brother and 
Carloſtein was by no means agreeable to 
- the natural turn of her mind, yet it cer- 
_ tainly was of ſervice to her in her preſent 
ſituation. An unremitting ſucceſſion of 
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| balls, aſſemblies, operas, and other public 
| entertainments, however they may be op- 


[ preſſive to thoſe who enjoy domeſtic hap» 
| pineſs, are relaxations from domeſtic mi- 
| . _— 


The diſpoſitions of Zeluco and ot Laura 
ſcarcely touched in a ſingle point ; it was 
impoſſible therefore that there could be 
any cordial adheſion or agreement between 

them: 
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them: he was vain and oſtentatious, ſhe 
modeſt; he was diſſembling, ſhe open; he 
was malicious, ſhe candid: ſome of his 
pleaſures were of ſo groſs a nature that the 
mere mention of them was ſhocking to her; 
the gentle affections of the heart, the emo- 
tions of filial affection, the glow of friend- 
ſhip, the effuſions of gratitude, and melt- 
ings of compaſſion, which alternately de- 
lighted and afflicted, but always occupied 
the feeling ſoul of Laura, were ſentiments 
of which Zeluco had hardly any idea. 
Neither did the moſt ſublime beauties of : 
nature, the moſt exquiſite imitations of 
art, or the works of genius of any kind, to 
all of which ſhe was feelingly alive, afford 
any enjoyment to the mind of Zeluco; al- 
though from vanity and affectation he 
pretended to admire ſome of them, and had 
made himſelf maſter of the common cant 
of virtù. Zeluco, in ſhort, had no taſte in 
common with Laura; fo that this ill-aſſorted 
pair could not carry on a converſation in- 
tereſting to both on any one ſubject. It 


1s true, Laura had never liked him; all that 
3 Father 
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164 Z E L UC O. 
Father Pedro had reported in his favour, 


Joined to the good opinion of her mother, 
were not fufficient to overcome the bad im- 


preſſion ſhe had early received of Zeluco; 


but till ſhe actually became his wife, ſhe 


could form no adequate notion of a cha- 
rater whole depravity developed to her 
abhorring heart more and more every 


hour. 


As foon as Laura's beauty had become 


| familiar, and of courſe began to pall on 
| the jaded ſenſes of Zeluco, ſhe loſt, in his 


eyes, the only attraction ſhe had ever poſ- 


ſeſſed; for he was incapable of deriving 


ſatisfaction from any of her numerous ac- 
compliſhments, and the purity of her 
mind equally abominated his converſation 
and his taſtes. He ſought in venal beauty, 
and in variety, the pleaſure which he no 
longer had in the chaſte charms of Laura ; 


the conſequence of this purſuit was, tedi- 


ous. intervals of enui, and its never-fail- 
ing companion ill-humour ; for what he 
intended to mitigate was found to irritate 


the evil that oppreſſed him. Wretched 
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himſelf, he could not ſupport the ſight of 
the happineſs of others, and particularly 
nothing provoked him ſo much as the idea 
of his wife's being in a ſtate of compoſure, 
while he felt himſelf tormented with ma- 
| lignant paſſions; and he often endeavour - 
ed to exhayſt the virulence which corroded 
this own breaſt upon the unhappy Laura, | 
who, before her marriage, had never 
known but from deſcription, what envy or 
ill- humour were. 

Hard, howeyer, and painful to ſupport 
as his ill-humours were, it appeared not ſo 
diſguſting to Laura as the fits of fondneſs 
for her with which he was occaſionally 
ſeized; and ſuch was the unſupportable | 
caprice of the man, that his fondneſs 
was ſometimes diſplayed immediately after 
having inſulted her with the moſt un- 
provoked ill-uſage. On thoſe occaſions he 
was an object of horror to her, and had 
what ſhe ſuffered been known, this beau- 
tiful woman, who ſhone at every public 
place of entertainment in all the brilliancy 
L 3 of 
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166 2 E LU. C O. 
of diamonds and of equipage, would have 
been an object of univerſal compaſſion. 

In the mean time, the opportunities which 
Carloſtein daily had of ſeeing and converſ- : 
ing with Laura, convinced him that the 
beauty and elegance of her face and per- 
ſon were equalled by her 'good ſenſe and 
other mental accompliſhments. She, on 
her part, thought him the moſt engaging 
of men, and felt a warmer approbation of 
him than of any other man whoſe good 
qualities had ever before attracted her 
eſteem. She was conſcious of a real friend- 
ſhip for Mr. N—, and had the higheſt 
opinion of the worth of his character; but 
the ſentiments which ſhe now experienced 
for Carloſtein were of a ſtill more intereſt- 
ing nature. When Mr. N viſited her, 


| ſhe was pleaſed the moment ſhe ſaw him 
enter the room; but if he. did not come 
when expected, the diſappointment did not 
ſo far affect the natural cheerfulneſs of her 
temper, as to prevent her from enjoying 
ther company. But if the ſame happened 

: | with 


with reſpet to Carloſtein, if any ac- 
cident prevented his coming when there 
was reaſon to expect him, her real cheer- 
fulneſs fled, and nothing but an affected 
ſubſtitute remained with her for the reſt 
of the evening. 

Alarmed at this, and ſenſible of the im- 
propriety of an attachment which was gra- 
dually gaining upon her: © Ah! let me 
baniſh this man from my thoughts,” ſaid 
ſhe often to herſelf ; let me remember 
that I am the wife of another.”—This im- 
| mediately brought the image of that other 
before her mind's eye, in all the deformity 
of vice; and the contraſt was ſo ſtriking, 
and ſo much in favour of him whom ſhe 


thought it a duty to forget, that he was 
preſſed nearer to her heart by the very 


efforts ſhe made to remove him. 


After remaining ſeveral months at Naples, 
and ſeldom paſſing a day without being in 
company with Laura, Carloſtein had not 
ventured to give a hint of his paſſion, but 
had endeavoured to conceal it from her, 
and the reſt of the world, as much as he 
L 4. could: 
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168 ZELUGO. 
could; while ſhe, on her part, behaved 
with ſuch circumſpeCtion, that neither her 


mother, brother, Signora Sporza, nor any 
other acquaintance, had an idea of her 
having any particular attachment to Carlo- 
ſtein. Even Zeluco, though curſed with 2 


_ Jealous temper, ever on the watch, and 


convinced that he never bad poſſeſſed the 
affections of his wife, harboured no parti- 
cular ſuſpicion of Carloſtein. 


How well ſo ever Laura and Carloſtein 


ſucceeded in concealing their ſentiments 


from the reſt of the world, they failed with 


regard 1 to each other. Laura had too much 


penetration not to perceive that ſhe occu- 


- pied the attention of Carloſtein in an un. 


common degree; and ſhe ſometimes re- 
marked this on occaſions when a leſs acute 


or leſs intereſted obſerver would have been 
apt to think that ſhe engaged his attention 

leſs than any other perſon | in company. 

While his behaviour to her, in the eyes of 
_ others, appeared uniform and unvaried, 


becauſe it was always reſpectful; ſhe per- 


ceived a variety of ſhades in his conduct 


in 
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ja her preſence, which depended, in ſome 
degree, on the company preſent, yet always 
harmoniſed with the humour ſhe n to 


be in. 


The ſex in general are very penetrating 
on this ſubjeQ, and it rarely happens that a 
man is ſincerely in love with a woman, 
without his paſſion's being known to her 


before he 1s fully convinced of it himſelf. 


Notwithſtanding, therefore, that Carloſtein 


had never ſaid a ſyllable on the ſubject of 
love to Laura, nor had preſumed to indi- 
cate any ſuch ſentiment by his looks, or in 


any particular deviated from that delicacy 


of behaviour due to a woman of virtue; 
ſhe was as fully convinced of his attach- 
ment to her, perhaps more, than if he 


| had made a ſolemn and earneſt declaration 


of it. 

It is more than probable, that Carloſtein 
had ſome idea alſo that he was not an ob- 
ject of indifference to her, for, although 


there are accounts of ladies who, while 
they are paſſionately fond of their lovers, 
make them believe, for years together, that 


they 
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youred with equal care and as little ſucceſs 
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they could not endure them, it muſt be 


acknowledged that theſe examples are 


oftner found in romances than in life, and 
when found in real life they afford a 
ſtronger proof of the lady's pride and the 
lover's paſſion, than of the good ſenſe of 
either, For our behaviour; in all reſpeQs, 
from things of the greateſt importance to 
trifles, is, in ſpite of ourſelves, different to 


| thoſe who engage our affections, from what 


it is to every other perſon; and the very 


effort to behave in the ſame manner to the 


beloved obje as to others, diſcovers to an 
acute obſerver what is meant to be con- 


cealed; for although love is often ſimulat- 
ed by thoſe who have it not, it is more dif- 

ficult to conceal it where it really exiſts: 

| Carloſtein, therefore, ought not to be ac- 


cuſed of vanity or preſumption, in flatter. 
ing himſelf with no common ſhare of the 
good opinion of Laura. 

But he was not more fully convinced of 
her partiality for himſelf, than of her diſ- 
like to her huſband; which Laura endea- 


to 
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to hide. Such, however, was his venera- 
tion for the character of Laura, that he pre- 
ſumed as little from the certainty of the 
latter as from his conviction of the former; 
indeed, he could hardly allow himſelf to 
wiſh for a ſucceſs which he could not enjoy 
but at the expence of the future peace of 
mind of the perſon he loved; and if he ever 
permitted himſelfto ſuppoſe that the woman 
he ſo greatly admired might have a mo- 
ment of weakneſs, ſuch was his notion of 
her diſpoſition and principles, that he was 
convinced it would be followed by ever- 
laſting remorſe on her part, and of courſe 
by miſery on his; for he could not hope 
that all her partiality for him, or all the 
ſophiſtry he could uſe, would perſuade a 
woman of real virtue and dignity to live in 

a manner inconſiſtent with bo tun. 
If, in conſequence of theſe reflexions, 
Carloſtein had withdrawn himſelf entirely 
from a connection of ſuch a dangerous ten- 
dency, he would no doubt have acted a 
more prudent part but having no delight 
equal 


172 2 E I. UC O. 


equal to that of converſing with Laura, no 
wiſh on leaving her company but that of 
meeting her again, the effort was above 
his power all he could do was to endea- 
vour to hide a paſſion which he was unable 
to ſubdue, 
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CHAP. LXVII. 


Il n'y a point de deguiſement qui puiſſe long-temps 
cacher l'amour od il eſt, ne le feindre ou il n'eſt pas. 
| 1 RoCHEFOUCAZLT. 


II is not improbable that the ſentiments 

which Carloſtein and Laura mutually 

entertained for each other would have been 

diſcovered by Zeluco, had not his ſuſpi- 

cions been fixed on another object; for 

notwithſtanding the candid behaviour of 

his wife, when he ſpoke to her concerning 
the Nobleman, as was mentioned above, 

the ſparks of jealouſy in Zeluco's breaſt 

had never been entirely extinguiſhed, but 
were rekindled more fiercely than ever 

on the return of that Nobleman from 

Rome. 


As Laura now appeared at all public 
places, he had frequent opportunities of 
accoſting 
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accoſting her; and although ſhe received 
his compliments with an air of great re- 
ſerve, yet he omitted no occaſion of ad- 
dreſſing her. 

85 One evening in particular, at a very 
numerous aſſembly, Laura being in com- 
pany with Signora Sporza, her huſband, 
her brother, and Carloſtein; this Noble- 
man no ſooner ſaw her than he made up to 
Zeluco's party, and as uſual directed his 
whole aſſiduity to Laura. Zeluco obſerved 
this with /#:fled rage, and apparent good- 
humour; Laura alone diſcovered the hurri- 
cane in his heart through all the ſunſhine 
of his countenance.—She roſe to with- 
draw—the Nobleman offered his hand— 
ſhe ſeeming not to obſerve his motion, 
turned to her huſband, who deſired Car- 
loſtein to hand her to her carriage, She 
immediately preſented her hand to him, 
and the Nobleman ſeized it. —* J believe, : 
Signor, ſaid Carloſtein, the lady in- 
tended me the honour,” —At that inſtant 
Laura withdrawing her hand from the 


other, to o prevent farther diſpute, took hold 
of 


* 
* « 
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of Zeluco's arm, begging him to accom- 
pany her to her carriage, which he 2 
and drove home. 

When the aſſembly webe up, as che 
Nobleman preſſed acroſs the Corridor in 
ſome hurry towards his carriage, his legs 
were for a moment croſſed by the ſword of 
Carloſtein, who. inſtantly looſened it from 
his belt, making an apology; the other, 

without paying any regard to this, puſhed 

forward, ſaying, in an imperious tone, 
Make way, Sir.“ —“ Make you way, 
Sir,“ cried Carloſtein, provoked at his in- 
ſolence, and puſhing him to one ſide. The 
Nobleman drew and made a paſs at Carlo- 
ſtein, whoſe ſword being in his hand, he 
put aſide the thruſt, and returning it, hit 
his antagoniſt ſmartly near the eye with the 
point of the undrawn ſword, and with a 
jerk threw the Nobleman's ſword quite out 
of his hand. 3 | 

Carloſtein then walked calmly to his own 
carriage, where he found Signora Sporza | 
and Captain Seidlits, who, inſtead of going 
directly to Zeluco's, where they were to 

5 "fps 
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ſup, propoſed driving a little to enjoy the 
refreſhing breeze from the bay, to which 
Carloſtein aſſented, without ſaying a word 
of what had juſt happened. | 
| Meanwhile one of Zeluco's ſervants 
having heard an imperfect account of the 
ſquabble, haſtily entered the room where 
Madame de Seidlits, Laura, and Zeluco 
were, telling them, That the Nobleman 
and Carloſtein had fought, that one of them 
was deſperately wounded, and the other 
killed on the ſpot. © 
0 Which af them i is killed 3 ”” faid Ze- 


. luco. | 


dieead.“ 


« cannot tell,” ſaid the ſervant ; «a1 
1 know for certain is, that one of them 1s 


« Go. and learn which blockhead, 1 
cried Zeluco. 

As the ſervant went out, Carloſtein en- 
tered with Signora Sporza and Captain 
Veidlits; but Laura's ſpirits had undergone 
ſuch painful agitation from the ſervant's in- 
telligence, that after ſtruggling for ſome 
time to hide her emotion, ſhe ſuddenly 
fainted, 


ee i 
fainted, and fell from her chair. Being 
carried to bed, ſhe continued greatly diſor- 
dered, and even after her mother had ac- 
quainted her with the true ſtate of the caſe, 
which ſhe did as ſoon as ſhe was herſelf in- 
formed of it, Laura was not able to ſtir 
abroad for near a week. 
Laura having fainted juſt as Carloſtein 
appeared, Zeluco's jealous temper, ever 
ready to put the worſt conſtruction on the 
moſt innocent occurrence, imputed her 
being ſo violently affected to her ſuſpect- 
ing from the ſervant's account that the 
Nobleman was the perſon killed, and her 
being confirmed in that ſuſpicion when 
ſhe ſaw Carloſtein enter the room in good 
health, Ci 
This very idea was a ſufficient reaſon to 
render Zeluco fonder than ever of Carlo- 
ſtein's company; he invited him very fre- 
quently to his houſe, becauſe he thought 
that his preſence was highly diſagreeable to 
bis wife; and this idea ſeemed the more 
probable, as Laura, being conſcious of the 
real cauſe of her fainting, was evidently 
. . 


| 
[ 
| 
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more conſtrained and embarraſſed in his 
company than ſhe had formerly been; all 
which Zeluco imputed to her averſion to 


that gentleman on account of his quarrel 
with the Nobleman. 


He was confined to his room for ſeveral 
weeks with an inflammation which came 
on his eye, and ſome of his friends were 
imprudent enough to vapour a little about 
his determination of calling Carloftein to 
an account as ſoon as he was fully reco- 
vered. Carloſtein, who was of a cool 


temper, took no notice of theſe, being re- 
ſolved to regulate his conduct by the be- 


haviour of the Nobleman himſelf, and not 


by that of his officious friends; but Cap- 


tain Seidlits, who was of a more fiery diſ- 
poſition, did not behave with the ſame mo- 
deration. ER, 

In a company where the Captain was, 


the converſation turned on the quarrel; a 
friend of the Nobleman's gave a repreſent- 


ation of it more favourable for him than 


was conſiſtent with truth: © TI am con- 
vinced,” ſaid Seidlits, you have not re- 


ceived. 


gon 
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ceived that account of the matter from the 
Nobleman himſelf, for he knows that it 
happened very differently.” —* Do you 
not allow,” ſaid the other, © that the Ba- 
ron's ſword was in the ſcabbard?”—& 1 
do,” replied Seidlits.—“ It was highly in- 
ſulting then,” ſaid the other, © to make 
uſe of it in that ſtate; why did he not 
draw it!“. — * It was a preſent from the 
king, his maſter, ' replied Seidlits; my N 
friend has a high value for that ſword, ; 
and does not like to draw it on ſlight o- 2 
caſions. Here, contrary to the expectation 
of ſome of the company, the converſation Lo 
dropped; but it was afterwards 0 : 
to Laura. Ee = 

The next time ſhe ſaw hay brother, ſhe | 
| blamed him for making ſo haughty an 1 
anſwer; adding, that it might have bad JF 
conſequences, —** I am ſorry to have done 
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what you diſapprove of, my dear ſiſter,” 1 
ſaid Seidlits; © but as for the conſequences, ina 1 
l regard them not, and I am ſure Carloſtein i 
regards them as little as I do.“ | 4 [ 

M2 Signora 1 
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Signora Sporza, who with Mr. N 
was the only other perſon preſent, obſerved 
to Seidlits, That he might, if he pleaſed, 
_ "deſpiſe the open reſentment of a fair enemy, 
but he would do well to remember, that 1n 
the country where they were, there was a 
mode of avenging injuries which his friend 
Carloſtein ought to be on his guard againſt 
otherwiſe than by relying on courage alone. 
She hinted at the ſame time, that there was 
A greater riſk of a vengeance of the latter 
kind from the Nobleman and his relations, 
than of that which Captain Seidlits ſeemed 
fo much to deſpiſe. 


1 Laura left the room abruptly when this 
ö remark was made, but not before Signora 
= Sporza obſerved her change colour, and ap- 
pear greatly agitated. This was the firſt 
L time that Signora Sporza had any ſuſpicion 
of Laura's partiality for Carloſtein; Mr. 
|  N—— had conceived ſome notion of it a 
few days before, from an incident not 
Worth mentioning, and which would have 
ela pet the obſervation perhaps of any 
other 


2 E L U c o. 181 


other perſon. He found a pretext for with- 
drawing ſoon after Laura left the room; 
and upon her return, Signora Sporza was 


confirmed in her ſuſpicions, for in ſpite of 


the pains which Laura had taken to waſh 
away the traces of tears, it was plain ſhe 


had been crying. 
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Nam tibi cum facie mores natura  pudicos, 
Et raras dotes ingeniumque dedit. Oviy. 85 


HE words which had fallen from 
Signora Sporza, concerning the re- 
ſentment of the Nobleman who had been 
hurt by Carloſtein, and the mode of re- 
venge he might adopt, made a laſting im- 
preſſion on Laura. She thought Carloſtein 
in the greateſt danger of being ſecretly 
murdered, if he were not openly called to 
the field; ſhe conſidered herſelf as the ori- 
ginal cauſe of the hazard to which he was 
expoſed, and which ſhe feared was in- 
creaſed by the imprudence of her brother: 


her imagination dwelt on the horrors that 


might enſue. 
Zeluco one evening ſaid to her, that he 
had an inclination to go the following day 
to Puzzoli, and to croſs the bay between 
that 


2 EL U co. 183 


that town and Baia; and as ſhe had ex- 
preſſed a deſire to ſee the Ponte di Cali- 
gula, the baths of Nero, the tomb of Agrip- 
pina, and the other ruins of that ſeat of 
ancient luxury, he would take her with 
him. Laura aſſented. But going to bed 
with her thoughts brooding over the ſame 
train of refle&ions which had infeſted her 
mind for ſome days paſt, ſhe dreamt of 
bravos and aſſaſſination the whole night. 
She ſometimes thought ſhe beheld Carlo- 
ſtein ſtretched on the ground, pale and 
bloodleſs; —at other times the blood ſeemed 
to flow from a recent wound in his fide; 
and as often as ſhe ſtooped to lend him 
aſſiſtance, ſhe imagined that her huſband 
prevented her by terrifying looks and in- 
ſulting language. Thoſe viſions diſordered 
her ſo much, that ſhe reſolved next morn- 
ing to decline the propoſed jaunt to Puz- 
oli. | 11 
Some time after ſhe aroſe, Zeluco ſent 
her word, that Captain Seidlits and he 
waited for her at breakfaſt. The Captain 
bad accidentally called earlier than uſual; 
AY... M 4 and 
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and as ſoon as his ſiſter entered the room, 


he told her, that he and Carloſtein intended 
to accompany Zeluco and her to Baia. Lau- 
ra endeavoured to excuſe herſelt. What 
is the matter now,” ſaid Zeluco; © you had 
no objection laſt night!“ She ſtill wiſhed 


to decline going; but Zeluco ſuſpecting 


that her only reaſon was becauſe Carloſtein 
was of the party, determined that ſhe ſhould 
go. He and Laura went in the carriage 
ec u Seidlits and Carloſtein accom- 
panying them on horſeback. After wan 


dering ſome time along this beautiful coaſt, 


Zeluco told Seidlits, he would lead him to 
ſce ſomething peculiarly curious; but as it 
was at ſome diſtance, and difficult of acceſs, 


he begged of Carloſtein to remain with 


Laura till their return. 


Seidlits agreed to the propoſal, becauſe 


he thought it would be agreeable to his 
ſiſter to be entertained during this interval 


by his friend: Zeluco made it, becauſe he 
thought it would be in the higheſt degree 


diſagreeable to her; Laura heard it with 
{urpriſe, and Carloſtein with pleaſure. 


When 


FE TY 
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When Zeluco and the Captain left them, 
they walked ſlowly on without conſidering 
where they went, and without exchanging 
a word, till they arrived at a ſhady ſeat, 
from which the various beauties around 
might be ſeen to advantage;—here Carlo- 
ſtein expreſſed a fear that ſhe was fatigued 
with walking. She immediately ſat down, 
and he placed himſelf at her fide. 
Carloſtein and Laura, thus unexpectedly 
ſeated together, ſeemed entirely abſorbed in 
reflection, and as regardleſs of the ſublime 
and luxurious ſcene before their eyes, as if 
they had been blind; their mutual con- 
ſtraint was ſo great, that neither was ca- 
pable of expreſſing a diſtinct idea. Car- 
loſtein made ſeveral efforts to begin a con- 
verſation, which proceeded no farther than 
one unintereſting queſtion and anſwer; 
Laura had been ſo terrified with the dreams 
of the preceding night, that ſhe could think 
or ſpeak of nothing but what 25e ſuggeſt- 
ed, The careleſs and blunt temper of her 
brother diſquieted her very much; and ſhe 
greatly 
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greatly dreaded ſome miſchief from that 
quarter. 

I fear, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, making a great 
effort to break the filence, and forcing a 
mile, as if the fear ſhe expreffed had not 


deen ſerious; © T fear you have an impru- 
dent friend in my brother. 


* Madam!” c cried Carloſtein, with fur- 
pri, Sn 
| Laura repeated what ſhe bad aid. 


I conſider your brother,” replied Car- 
joſtein, 4 28 the moſt valuable friend that 
ever man had. I owe my life to him,” i 
« Nay,” reſumed — 1 have no de- 
fign to make a breach between you; but 
my brother has ſometimes a thoughtleſs 
and provoking way of ſpeaking, which 
may lead to very bad conſequences, and 
of which it 18 the duty of a friend to warn 
him.” 
1 do not concelve;,”. ſaid Carloſtein, 
«to what you allude,” 5 


50 Nothing, 
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« Nothing,” reſumed ſhe, © rankles 
more in the heart than contemptuous ex- 


preſſions.“ 
80 Vaguetblonatly,” alifirnted he. ta 
Nor, added ſhe, is there any kind of 
injury more apt to provoke men to revenge. 
I am convinced of it,” ſaid Carloſtein, 
unable to gueſs to what ſhe alludet. 
« Then ſurely,” continued Laura, with 
heſitation, © it was imprudent in my bro- 
ther to ſpeak as I hear he did on a late oc- 
caſion.“ 
I am convinced you labour under dome 
miſtake, Madam,” ſaid Carloſtein. * Cap- 
tain Seidlits, although as fearleſs as any 


man alive, is not apt to give wanton bro 
vocation.” 


« I was told,” ſaid Laura, * that con- 
verſing lately on the unfortunate ſcuffle i in 
which you were involved, he uſed terms 
which might drive your antagoniſt to 
meaſures he otherwiſe would not think of. 8 

** The accident which happened in con- 
ſequence of that fooliſh affair,” ſaid Car- 
loſtein, “ he who gave the firſt provoca- 

ms e eee, 


m ' ZE;L:U1C!0s 
tion aki on himſelf; Captain Seidlits 
knows that nobody elſe was to blame, and 


I dare fay he will aſſert this as often as che 
affair is talked « =: Tein? | 


Hut why irritate him with contemp- 
tuous expreſſions? perhaps he might be- 
come ſenſible he is in the wrong. What 
my brother ſays may be carried to him, and 
excite him to meaſures which otherwiſe he 
would not think of adopting.” 
* What meaſure he may chuſe to adopt, 
it is his buſineſs to weigh with attention,” 
aid Carloſtein; “ but certainly is not worth : 


| Captain Seidlits' conſideration.” 

4 Friendſhip,” ſaid Laura, might make 
him conſider, that contemptuous language 
may ſtimulate to a mode of revenge which 
no degree of courage can obviate, and no 
{kill can ward off.” She ſpoke theſe words 
with agitation, and the tear trembled in her 
eye: then recollecting the import of what 
ſhe was ſaying, her face was inſtantly 
ſuffuſed with bluſhes; yet muſtering up all 
the woman within her, and endeavouring 


to conceal the true ſource of her concern, 
ſhe 
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\ the added, He does not think on the re- 
morſe and miſery he himſelf would feed 
ſhould his imprudence be attended with 
any fatal conſequence to——.” Here per- 
ceiving that her voice faultered, her embar- 
raſſment increaſed; ſhe heſitated, and was 
incapable of uttering a diſtin& word. 

It was hardly poſſible for Carloſtein not 
to ſee the real motive of her concern and 
embarraſſment; whatever ſatisfaction he 
might have in the diſcovery, he had too 
much delicacy to ſeem to perceive either.— 

“ Your brother's friendſhip,” ſaid he, © has 
ever been a ſource of happineſs to me; I 
ſhould reckon myſelf unfortunate indeed, 


if it ſhould ever become a cauſe of unea- 


ſineſs to him, and will uſe every precaution 


to prevent ſuch an effect, of which, bow- 


ever, I think there 1s no danger.” 


Laura gently bowed her head, by way of 
thanking bun; for, although ſomewhat re- 


covered from her perplexity by Carlo- 
ſtein's reply, ſhe was till afraid to truſt her 


voice with words. She then roſe, and 
after they had walked a little way without 
ſpeaking, 
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lng Carloſtein began to point out ſome, 
of the moſt ſtriking beauties of the land- 
ſcape in their view; and ſhe aſſented to his 


remarks in a manner that evinced how very Vt 
little they occupied her thoughts. At l 
length, ſeeing Captain Seidlits and Zeluco 
| approaching, they moved in lence to meet 2 
them. ! 


The latter obſerving the reſerved manner 
in which Laura and Carloſtein advanced, 
concluded that their Ze-a-te had been as 
| diſagreeable as he intended it ſhould; and 
| the melancholy air which Laura retained, 
in ſpite of all her efforts to ſeem cheerful, 
be imputed to diſpleaſure for having been 
| - left with Carloſtein. 5 
 Replete with this notion, Zeluco let flip 
no occaſion, while they remained at the inn 
where they dined, of ſaying things which 
he thought would vex and diſconcert his 
wife, without being perceived by Carloſtein 


or Seidlits. 
« Has any one heard bow his eye is to- 


—— — FF 
* 


day?“ ſaid he, naming the perſon with 


Bu WHO Carloſtein had the quarrel. 
: FF heard,” | 
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I heard,” ſaid Seidlits, “ that it ſtill 
continues ſwelled and inflamed.” 

„J am told he runs ſome riſk of loſing 
it altogether,” ſaid Zeluco, looking 1 ma- 


ny at Laura. 
I hope not,” ſaid Laura, naturally 


and without obſerving the manner in which 
he had ſpoken. RD 

« Would it give you a great deal of 
pain, Madam! ? rejoined he. 

* I ſhould certainly be concerned that 
ſuch a misfortune happened to any body,” ; 
replied es 1 particularly on ſuch an oe- 
caſion.“ 

„Lou will never - be forgiven by the 
ladies, Signor,“ ſaid Zeluco, addreſſing 
Carloſtein, 3 ſpoiling this fine * 
ogling. 

The venom of jealouſy in Zeluco's yy 
was put into a ferment by Laura's anſwers, 
natural and mild as they were. When the 
company were preparing to return, '* "Be 
fo ſo obiging, Signor, ſaid he to Carloſtein, 

* as to take my ſeat | in the carriage, and 


1 let 
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192 ZELUCO. 
let me have your horſe; I ſhould like to 
ride to town.“ 
This obliging huſband made the propoſal 
with no other view than that of diſtreſſing 
bis wife —Laura's heart beat tumultuouſly 
Shen ſhe heard it; the agitation which ſhe 
| had felt during the converſation ſhe had 
juſt had with Carloſtein, on which ſhe al- 
ready had made ſome reflections, added to 
the glow of joy ſhe was conſcious of, on 
hearing her huſband's propoſal, determined 
this virtuous woman to evade it ;—turning 
„ from Carloſtein therefore to Captain Seid- 
[ , lits, © I have ſomething particular to com- 
| municate to you, brother,” ſaid ſhe, hold- 
| ing forth her hand; “ I beg you will fa- 
| vour me with your company in the car- 
riage.“ 
| 


= e N — * a I 
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« With pleaſure, f cola Seidlits, taking 

his ſiſter's hand. Your wife and I have 

| had a quarrel,” added he to Zeluco, & and 1 
| ſee ſhe wiſhes for an opportunity to make 
| it up.” 80 ſaying, he went with her into 
the carriage, leaving Carloſtein diſappoint- 
„ ed, and Zeluco ready to burſt with anger. 
1 Whatever 


ne . - $$ 

Whatever ſelf-approbation Laura felt 
from this. victory of her reaſon over her 
inclination, yet when ſhe obſerved the de- 
ſponding look of Carloſtein as the car- 
riage paſſed him, her heart whiſpered, that 
if Zeluco ſhould renew his. propoſal, ſhe 


ought not to provoke him by a ſecond re- 


fuſal, She was not put to the temptation. 


The carriage moved on, and her brother 
was obliged to aſk her oftener than once, 


what ſhe had to communicate to him, be- 
fore he was able to rouſa her from the re- 


verie in which her thoughts were abſorbed, 
when the carriage proceeded to town. 
Zeluco having invited the two gentle- 
men to ſup at his houſe, where they met 
with Madame de Seidlits and Signora 


Sporza, he could not give vent to the an- 


ger which he had ſo abſurdly concei ved 
againſt his wife, but aſſumed the appear- 
ance of good humour and extraordinary 
affection for her. Laura was too much 
accuſtomed to him to be his dupe on this 
occaſion. She ſaw clearly into the real 


flate of his thoughts, and being quite con- 
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vinced of his rancour, ſhe, who herſelf was 
all candour, was ſo ſhocked at his affected 
kindneſs, that in ſpite of her unwillingneſs 
to give her mother uneaſineſs, ſhe could 
not remain with the company, but was ob- 


liged to leave them * on the pretext 
of ill health. 


Madame de Seidlits had intended to re- 
main that night with her daughter, but 
being at that time in a delicate ſtate of 
health herſelf, ſhe was prevailed on to 
return to her own houſe, upon Signora 
Sporza's offering to ſtay all night with 
„Laura. This was infinitely agreeable to 
the latter, who wiſhed to be ſecured from 
the company of her huſband. 


ZE L U co. 


CHAP. LXIX. 


No more can faith or candour move; 
But each ingenuous deed of love, 
Which reaſon would applaud, 
Now, ſmiling o'er his dark diſtreſs, 
Fancy malignant ſtrives to dreſs 
Like injury and fraud. AKENSIDE. 


ELU CO retained all his hatred toSig- 
nora Sporza, though he thought it 
expedient to let it lie dormant for the pre- 
ſent, and to behave to her with the atten- 
| tion due to a relation of his wife's family. 
She ſaw through his diſſimulation, and re- 
paid his hatred with a fixed averſion ; but 
this ſhe carefully concealed from Madame 
de Seidlits, becauſe ſhe knew that it would 
give her uneaſineſs. Signora Sporza's af- 
fection for Laura was increaſed by her per- 


ceiving that ſhe was unhappy in her mar- 
riage; and perhaps by being convinced 
5 WS + . that 
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that ſhe entertained the ſame ſentiments of 
Zeluco with herſelf. She did not take the 
ſame pains therefore to conceal her ſenti- 


ments from Laura that ſhe did from Ma- 


dame de Seidlits. Laura, however, would 
underſtand none of her hints, and diſcou- 
raged all converſation on that ſubjeat. _, 


Signora Sporza ſaw the true motive of 


her young friend's reſerve; and notwith- 


ſtanding that it would have been agreeable 
to herſelf to have talked freely of Zeluco's 
behaviour and character, yet ſhe could not 
help approving of Laura's prudence in de- 
clining all converſation on ſuch a delicate 


ſubject. She beheld with more concern 


that Laura was ſinking into dejection of 


ſpirits; and although ſhe ſtrongly ſuſ- 
pected her partiality for Carloſtein, as well 
as his paſſion for her, ſo far from conſider- 
ing this as an aggravation of Laura's miſ- 


fortune, ſhe thought an attachment of this 
kind might prove a ſalutary antidote againft 
the gloomy deſpondency, or even deſpair, 
with which. her young friend was threat- 


” ened, 


With 
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With regard to Signora Spore it has 


been already hinted, that whatever her 


manner of acting had been, ſhe was rather 
a free thinker on ſubjects of this nature; 
for although ſhe had a high idea of Laura's 


virtuous principles, ſhe could not but be 


ſenſible of the danger of ſuch attachments. 
It would appear however, that ſhe thought 
any danger worth riſking that could make 


a diverſion from the diſmal ſtate of mind 


into which Laura was falling, from a con- 


tinued contemplation of her miſerable con- 
nexion with a moroſe and jealous huſ- 


band. 
Zeluco was the greateſt of all lk tor 


mentors; his envious and gloomy mind 
was eternally ſuggeſting freſh cauſes of 
diſquiet to itſelf. The two ideas which 


plagued him at preſent were, firſt that 


Laura-diſliked him, and alſo that ſhe was 
fond of another. There was no cure for 
the firſt, but his becoming an honeſt man, 
which was not in his nature; and the cure 
of the other was nearly as difficult; for to 
remove ſuſpicions from the breaſt of a 

=. man 
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man given to jealouſy, and prevent their 
returning, would be changing his nature, 

This paſſion has a tendency not only to 


ſour the temper, but to obſcure the under- 
. elſe how . 


ri. light as air, 
Be to the jealous confirmation ſtrong 
As proofs of * Writ ! — 


Laura's having . a diſpoſition to 
remain at home on hearing that Carlo- 
ſtein was of the party to Baia; her having 
preferred her brother's company to his 
when they returned; her having left the 
company abruptly at ſupper; and her de- 
jection of ſpirits from the time that the 
Nobleman was confined by the hurt in his 
eye, Zeluco imputed to the intereſt which 
the took in this Nobleman, and to her diſ- 
| like to Carloſtein on that account. 


Zeluco was one of thoſe amiable crea- 
tures who being ſeldom at peace with them- 
ſelves cannot bear that their neighbours 
ſhould enjoy tranquillity. Laura uſed the 
 pretence of ill health for a conſiderable 


time 
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tine after her being obliged to retire from 
the company at ſupper, merely that ſhe 
might be allowed to keep her apartment, 
enjoy the ſociety of her mother and Sig- 
nora Sporza, and be ſpared from that of 
her huſband. 
When ths fronted a little better, her 
brother was added to the number of her vi- 
ſitors; and even after ſhe went abroad, 
ſhe viſited nobody but her mother or Sig- 
nora Sporza. Zeluco explained her re- 
ſerve, low ſpirits, and love of retirement, 
in the ſame manner that he had done her 
previous behaviour; and his ſullenneſs 
augmented daily. Laura was endeavour- 
ing one day to divert her melancholy with 
her harpſichord; Zeluco heard the ſound 
while he ſat in his own apartment, and it 
redoubled his ill- humour. He ſuddenly 
entered the room where ſhe was playing, 
and threw himſelf on a chair oppoſite to 
her with every mark of diſpleaſure. 

She had obſerved that taking any notice 
of him, particularly by ſpeaking to Kim 


N 4 on 
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on ſuch occaſions, never failed to draw frortt 
him ſome brutal anſwer; ſhe therefore ſaid 
nothing, but played an air of ſuch ſoothing 
melody as might have ſubdued the rancout 
Sr JEmon,. 


Jou are mightily fool of Italian mu- 
fic, Madam,” faid he, after ſome minutes 
of filence. meg : 


e J am, indeed,” ee tha. ſtopping . 
for a moment, endeavouring to ſmile upon 
him, and then reſuming her inſtrument. 
Lou prefer whatever is Italian, I have 
obſerved,” rejoined he, with a malignant 
look. | 

« 1 cannot entirely * that,” anſwered 
6 quitting the harpſichord; “ but their 
muſic is generally preferred to that of any 
other nation?! 

Let you are half a German,” reſumed 
. : | : 
More than half,” ſaid Laura. 61 
Was born and educated' in my father's 
country,” 


4 It 
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ie It is a wonder then that you have not 


ſome partiality for your countrymen.” 
« ] eſteem them highly,” ſaid Laura; 


all the world acknowledge them to be 4 


brave and worthy people.” 
« But you think the Italians more 


amiable 2” added he, ene the laſt 


word. 


Laura made no anſwer, but . again 


to the harpſichord, wiſhing to put an end 
to a dialogue which ſhe found highly diſ- 
agreeable, although ſhe did not —_ 
hend the motive or tendency of it. 


Zeluco ſtarted up, and walked with a 
hurried ſtep acroſs the room, and then 


turning ſuddenly to Laura, * You diſlike 


the Baron Carloſtein, Madam, do you not EE 


reſumed he. 


« Diſlike him, Sir ?” ſaid this alarmed 
and bluſhing. 


© Yes, Madam, you hate him.” 


« I ſhould be glad,” ſaid ſhe, to have 


no reaſon to hate any body. 


„And 


vx 


[1 
—— — OS. - 


And what reaſon have you for hating 
- him, Madam of 


4 J have not ſaid that it is bin [ hate,” 
replied ſhe, with ſome degree of indigna- 


tion. 


„ Oh! you have not id it, rejoined 
he, miſtaking the implication of her words; : 
yo: have only ſhewn it x your beha: 
viour. 1 

« [do not comprehend your meaning,” 
{aid ſhe. | 


« Why would you not admit him into 


the carriage on your return from Baia?” 


] wiſhed to converſe with wy brother,” 
ſaid ſhe. 


85 Perhaps you would have preferred 
another to either,“ added he, looking ma- 
liciouſly in her face. 5 

J do not know that 1 ſhould, ” ſaid 
; 3„ 

„But I know it, Madam; I know who 
intereſts you more than all the world, and 


on whole account the Baron Carloſtein is 


the obje& of your diſpleaſure.” 


Laura 
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Laura could not hear this name with- 
out emotion. She again coloured, repeat- 
ing with a e voice, My diſplea- 
fare 24 
e Yes, Madam, your diſpleaſure, cried 
Zeluco, with a raiſed voice; © you cannot 
hide it, you redden with refentment at the 
bare mention of his name; but I would 
have you to know, that he is a man whom 
I eſteem; and I wiſh the blow he dealt to 
that fine eſſenced minion had beat his brains 
out.“ 


As he pronounced this with violent em- 


phaſis and action, he ſtruck his cane 
through a mirror, and ruſhed out of the 
room, leaving Laura filled with contempt 


and indignation at his ridiculous and frantic 
behaviour. 


Zeluco, like? many other 0 and fiery 


tempered people, was apt to diſplay his ill- 


humour at the expence of his furniture; 


but Laura had never ſeen him ſo violently 
agitated on any former occaſion. 

Sbe was not ſorry, however, that his 
ſuſpicions, ſince ſuſpicions of ſome perſon 
0. 


We -.  -<SHBEVES. 


or other he muſt have, were directed to 4 


man quite indifferent to her. 


A footman entering the room as Zeluco 


went out, ſhe mentioned the mirror having 


been accidentally broken, and ordered an- 


other directly in its place to prevent farther 


remarks on the ſubject; and ſhe determined 


to paſs that evening with Signora Sporza. 


Ci AFP. LAX 


The Indiſcretion of a Fried, 


FJ!THERTO, Laura had been fuc- 
ceſsful in her endeavours to hide from 


the ſervants the ill-footing on which her 


huſband and ſhe were; but Zeluco had 
ſpoken during the foregoing dialogue in 
ſuch a loud tone, that a maid of Laura's, 


who was in one of the adjoining chambers, 
heard a great part of it. 
This maid felt herſelf quite overloaded 
with ſo much important intelligence, and 
ſeeing nobody at home to whom ſhe could 
conveniently conſign it, ſhe haſtened to 


Signora Sporza, whom ſhe knew to be the 
friend of her miſtreſs, and immediately in- 


formed her of all ſhe had heard; and 
wherever there might have been a gap in 
the narrative from her not having heard 
diſtinctly, ſhe took care to fill it up from 
her 
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her own imagination: ſo that the whole 
appeared an uninterrupted ſcene of brutal 
abuſe on the part of Zeluco, and of patience 
and reſignation on that of Laura. 

When ſhe had finiſhed,** Voild un homme,” 
ſaid Signora Sporza, ſpeaking in French 


that the maid might not underſtand her; 


4% voila un homme fait expres pour tre cocu. 
She then cautioned the maid very earneſt- 


ly not to mention what ſhe had heard to 
Madame de Seidlits, or to any other per- 
ſon, as it might be of very bad conſequence 
5 to her miſtreſs. 


The maid feeling herſelf greatly relieved 


by what ſhe had already told, and being 
averſe to do any thing which would in- 


jure Laura, thought ſhe might ſafely pro- 
miſe not to mention it; which ſhe accord- 


ingly did, with a ſincere intention to keep 
her word. 


As the maid withdrew Baron Carloſtein 
was introduced, and ſoon after Signora 
Sporza had a proof in herſelf of what moſt 
people experience; how much eaſier it is 
to give good advice than to follow it: for 


{he 


e ©» 
ſhe was ſo full of indignation at what ſhe 
had heard, that ſhe could not contain her- 
ſelf more than the maid, but told the whole 
to the Baron, who was much more affected 
than ſurpriſed at the information; for, 
from the idea he had formed of the cha- 
racter of Zeluco, and what he had obſerved 


of his behaviour, particularly on the day 
of the jaunt to Baia, he was convinced that 


Zeluco and Laura lived unhappily together, 


and conjectured that ſcenes ſimilar to that 


which Signora Sporza had recounted to 
him, ſometimes paſſed between them. 


In her narration, Signora Sporza diſco- 
vered great indignation againſt Zeluco; in 
liſtening to it, Carloſtein ſeemed to think 


only on the unhappineſs of Laura: while 


ſhe abuſed the former, he compaſſionated : 


| the latter, After having exhauſted her rage 
however, pity became predominant in her 
breaſt alſo, and ſhe was actually ſhedding 
tears when Laura herſelf entered the room. 
As Laura ſeemed ſurpriſed at finding her 
friend in this ſtate, and began to inquire 
into the cauſe of her affliction, Carloſtein 
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thought it became him to retire, and nd 


them at liberty. 


Laura then expreſſed the moſt tender 
anxiety for her friend, and N to > know 


What diſtreſſed her. 


« Alas! my ſweet friend,” faid Signora 


Sporza, hy ſhould I diſturb you with 


my ſorrows ? 


* That may do all in my power to al- 
leviate them,” ſaid Laura, * that you may 
ſhew you have too much confidence in me 


to hide the cauſe of your grief from me.” 


«© Have you ſhewn that confidence in 


me?” replied ſhe. 


Xs: replied Laura, 47 in every Wing 


chat concerned mylelf alone, or could be 
5 remedied. Tell me, therefore, what grieves 
you, and prove that you think me your 


friend.” 8 | 
I think you an angel,“ ſaid Signora 
Sporza, paſſionately ; „and I love you 
with all my ſoul; but he who is the cauſe 
of my preſent affliction is a monſter whom 
[ deteſt as fincerely as I love you.” She 


then threw out expreſſions which plainly 
indicated 


1 
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indicated that ſhe was acquainted with the 


ſcene above mentioned, and knew that ſhe 


was very ill treated by her huſband. 

“4 Good Heaven!“ cried Laura; “ was 
this the ſubject of your converſation with 
the Baron Carloſtein when I entered?“ 

Signora Sporza owned that they had been 
converſing on this ſubject. Laura then beg- 
ged of her to ſend to him directly, and in- 
treat him not to give the moſt diſtant hint 
of what ſhe had told him to Captain Seid- 
lits. You do not know,” continued ſhe, 
the violence of my brother's temper, and 
were he to hear any thing of this nature, 
the conſequence would be dreadful indeed.” 
Signora Sporza directly wrote a letter to 
Carloſtein in the terms which Laura re- 


quired; and he immediately returned for 


anſwer, that he was aware of the conſe- 
quences that might follow the mentioning 
any of the circumſtances ſhe had commu- 
nicated to him, and aſſuring her he never 
ſhould. 


This quieted Laute's anxiety on this 
head, and as ſhe could no longer entirely 


Vor, II. O avoid 


* 
„„ 


— 


4 $/.. 
. 
mY 8 
i*Þ 
* 
. 
' 
Ws 
4 
F 
„ 
i - 
Pp. 
K. 
Fx 
's 
. 
* 
3 
7 
I 
17} 
1 
17 4 
* 
1 1 
45 11008 
| x" 
\f 135 
* wary . 
17 
6 * 
. nu 4 
a 7 
ee 
ie 
ef - 
Net 
Sy \ 7 js 
4% NY 
5 5 1. 
12 i p 
. 1 
N MU 
1 2 10 1 
'Þ N. 
5 e 
d n 
* AT 
Te 
7.5 239 
. 8 * 
1 mn 4 
ii i 
' 53% * 
LENS 5. 
e 
5 
CHE 
a 
1 1 
10 he 
* 9 
n 
nr. 
1 
n 
„ e 
* an % 3 
8933 
WE . r 
Ia, 4 
Ws , 
£4 Iv 
10 A, * '2 
3 037 8 
(#4 8 
e * 
nt 4 
WT 
EULA” + 
Dann 
a 
n 
B's are k 
» 
Ha <} 
= 4 : 
e. N 
Mi at a Bs 
e 
4 wt a 
T9 17 
Feen 
* Fu bs 1 
$4,088 of 
— 
We 1 * 
* 18 * 
17 * 
Tue lit 
we 0 pF 
181 At 
2 
N. ' 
8 th 
W I 6; 
14: 
338 
. 
e 
i 
"+ 4.8 
Sf: 87 * 
3 N 
1 Wy 2 
e 
„ 
1 2 
1 WR. 
r 
1 N * 
N 
e 
n LN 
Be. SY 
+14 4304 
2 . Winks: 4 
"Nw nk 44 
EEE, 
A 
3 
Ree.” | 
TJ 4 I 
1 SA N 
RM 
e 
" Ps 
L z3 A 9 15 $5 
. 9 
3 «7 9 
175 * 8 
We; 3-4 Hl 
7 * £5338 
$5 28 
1 1. 
6 
N XX "Nba 
; $57 "kx 
e 
19 4 "Bo 
Na 
* 3 4 a 
1 * LN 8 
þ "40 23 
n 
1 ES 8, 
3-2 N52 
2 5 N 
n 
1 C 
e 
RW ct. 
RS 
4 REY 
n 
"I'S A. 
K 
LT 
et CS 
7 as EPS | 
oy * * 
1 
2 Xt 
7. 
2 
1 3 FS, 
(29 ** 
by, 8 } 
1 
2 Ben 
1 
n 
Wn N 
ws 
7 
. 
7.48$ 
* an, 
$$ 
"#537 
+3 
wy 
BS 
CIS EW 
5 
N 
- 
TEL 
1 
5 
7 


0 5. . rs Het] 
g 5 . Fn - 
2 e WE * 22557 Oo arg 67 V 
A SF "+4 87 >= 8 * 
It ern 8 
7 4 3 11 IS N n 
55 a 4 Ar * 


210 Z E LU CO. 


avoid converſing with Signora Sporza on 
the ſubject of her huſband's ill treatment, 
ſhe endeavoured to ſoften it, ſaying, That 
the particulars had been exaggerated, and 
that ſome vexatious news had put him into 
ill- humour at that time, and made him be- 
have in a manner different from his uſual 
conduct. Sat 
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CHAP, LXXI. 


Mr. N. 


bears from the Baronet, 


F the mean time the honourable Mr. 
's intimacy with Carloſtein and 
ns and gradually grew into 


friendſhip, eſpecially with the former, for 


the character and taſtes of Mr. N- 
were more analogous to thoſe of Carloſtein 
than of Seidlits; yet he had alſo a very 
great degree of eſteem for the latter. It is 


remarkable, that the friendſhip between 


Mr. N— 
rupted by their being fond of the ſame 


and Carloſtein was not inter- 


woman: both eſteemed her highly, neither 
had a wiſh inconſiſtent with her honour; 


and although Mr. N perceived that 
Laura had a ſtronger attachment to Carlo- 
ſtein than to any other perſon, he had 


alſo that degree of candour which ſo few 
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poſſeſs, of being able to acquieſce in a Pre- 
ference againſt himſelf. 

Mr. N had heard no aceount of 
his uncle the Baronet, or Mr. Steele, ſince 
he parted with them at Florence; and he 
had begun to be uneaſy about them, when 
he received a letter from the former, dated 
Paris, the import of which was, that they 
ſhould be detained in that place longer 
than they had intended, by a hurt which Mr, 
Steele had received in conſequence of a fall 
from his horſe, in attempting to leap over 
a gate in a field a few miles from Paris ; 
that a French gentleman, who ſaw the ac- 
cident, had brought him to town in his 
carriage, much bruiſed ; but he was already 
better, and would ſoon be quite well. 
The Baronet next mentioned, that one 
Carr, a Scotchman, who pretended to be 
an acquaintance of Buchanan, had called 
on him, ſaying, He had lately come in 
a trading veſſel from Naples to Marſeilles; 
that on his landing he had met with a 
young ſailor, who, ſome years ſince, had 
gone to the Faſt Indies as midſhipman in 

| | an 
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an Engliſh frigate, which had been loſt 
on the Coaſt of Malabar, but he with a 
few others of the crew, were ſaved; that 
after various diſtreſſes he had been taken 
into one of the veſſels of the country, and 
again ſhipwrecked in the Perſian gulph; 
had remained ſeveral years in Perſia, after- 
wards had found means to get to Alexan- 
dria, and from thence in a trading veſ- 
ſel to Marſeilles, where this Carr had met 
him, and they had travelled together on 
foot to Paris; but on account of his ſhar- 
ing his purſe with this poor ſailor, who 


then lay ſick at their lodgings, Carr pre- 
tended that his own finances were ex- 
hauſted: on which account he applied to 
him for a ſmall ſupply of money to enable 
them both to proceed to London. The Ba- 
ronet concludes his letter in this manner: 


e You may believe, my dear N- 
that I was willing to relieve a man who 
had behaved ſo generouſly ; but I wiſhed, 
in the firſt place, to aſcertain the truth of 
this Scotchman's ſtory, which I own I 
thought a little romantic. I gave him, 
therefore, only a guinea in'the mean time,' 
e O 3 and 
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and deſired him to return next morning 
with ſome proof that he was of Buchanan's 
acquaintance z and I ſent Mr. Steele's fer- 
vant, Tom Dawſon, with him to his lodg- 
ing, with another guinea to the Engliſh 
failor: Tom returned within a couple of 
Hours, and informed me he had ſeen the 
failor, who was a young man of three or 
four and twenty, of the name of Warren ; 
that Carr had ſhewn him a letter which he 
ſaid was from Buchanan to a countryman 
of theirs at Edinburgh; that having broken 
open the ſeal of this letter, Carr deſired 
| Dawſon to carry it to me, as the oaly 
teſtimony he could give of the truth of his 
ſtory. 
After peruſing it, 3 own I have no 
doubt of the truth of what Carr told me, 
and ſhall certainly ſupply thefe two poor 
fellows with money ſufficient to carry them 
home. Buchanan's epiſtle is fo charac- 
| teriſtic that 1 had it tranſcribed, and now 
fend yon the copy. As you are no very 
_ enthuſiaſtic virtuoſo, it may poſſibly enter- 
tain you as much as any manuſcript lately 
ug, out of Herculancum. 


There 


t There is another compoſition which 1 
ſhould be very well pleaſed to get a fight 
of, and that is by no leſs a perſonage than 
Steele's ſervant, Dawſon. He told his maſter 
the other day, he wiſhed to go to Ver- 
ſailles, and being aſked what buſineſs he 
had there; he ſaid, © He had received 


« a letter from Ben Jackſon, your father's 
« groom, deſiring him to be ſure to ſend 
« him a defcription all- about France and 
« Paris; and he therefore wiſhed to add 
« a word or two about Verſailles, being 


« the king's country-houſe. Steele, who, 


you know, would ſuffer great inconveni- 


ency himſelf, rather than deprive any per- 
ſon depending upon bim of ſuch a gratifi- 
cation, immediately aſſented; and he tells 


me, that Dawſon has been ſcribbling evec 


ſince his return. An account of Paris, and 


of the French nation, from ſuch a hand, 


muſt of courſe be entertaining. I am ſorry, 
therefore, I cannot ſend it you with the 1 in- 
cloſed. 


* Adieu, my dear Pau er me 


ever ſincerely Tours, . 
O 4 
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CHAP. IXXII. 


Bucbanan's Letter. 


To Mr. Archibald Campbell, Tobacconiſt, 
at the Sign of the Highlander, Cannon- 
gate, Edinburgh. 


DE AR ARCHY, Naples. 
1 Received your kind epiſtle, with the 


agreeable news that all our friends 
in the weſt country are well. I would have 
acknowledged the favour long ago, but 
could not find a private hand to carry my 
letter; «for 1 do not chooſe to put my . 
friends to the expence of poſtage, and 
therefore I make it a rule never to write 
by the poſt to any but ſtrangers. 

Jour fears of my having forgot you 
are very ill founded, for although it has 


been my lot to ſojourn many years among 
ſtrangers, 


es. 7 


ſtrangers, yet, thanks be unto God, I 


never learned to prefer foreigners to my 
own countrymen: on the contrary, I do 


feel, that I like my old friends the better in 


proportion as I increaſe my new acquaint- 


ance. So you ſee there is little danger of 


my forgetting them, and far leſs my blood 
relations; for ſurely blood is thicker than 
water. | | 


« As for my maſter, the honourable Mr. 
„he is an exception; for he has 
been my benefactor, and it is impoſſible 


N 


for me to be more attached to the neareſt 
relations I have than to him: he is a Kind- 
hearted and noble- minded gentleman in- 
deed; and although he is moſt generous on 
proper occaſions, he avoids the idle ex- 
pence of many of his countrymen, whoſe 
extravagance, when they are on their 
tours, as they call them, render them the 


prey and laughing-ſtock of all the countries 


through which they paſs. And if you 
were only to ſee the ſums which thoſe 
thoughtleſs young lads, who have ten times 
more money than wit to guide it, throw 

away 
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218 ne 
away on uſeleſs agg nyes , while thouſands 
around them are pinched for the neceſſaries 
of life, it would make the very hair of 
your head, my dear Archy, ſtand up _ 
the Tocks of Meduſz 

<6 Before we left England, which, «1 7 
wrote to you at the time, Mr. N was 
adviſed to do on account of his health; [ 


endeavoured to perſuade him to go and 


drink goats whey among the healthful hills 
of the Highlands, where there are neither 
| coughs, colds, nor ſhortneſs of breath, and 
| where he could have lived like a king at a 
7 moderate expence ; but he was prevailed 
on to try Italy, which has, to be ſure, ſuc- 
ceeded pretty well; but. Jam ſtill in hopes 
that be will ſome time or other make a viſit 
to Scotland, for he always ſpeaks with re- 
ſpect of our country, which the ignorant 
and worthleſs of the Engliſh never do. 
__ «. Youdeſire my opinion of Italy and its 
inhabitants, which I ſhall now give you 
without prejudice or partiality. The Ita- 


* Nigg - nyes, or bawbles. 
lians 


EZELDUED: 


Hans are a moſt ingenious people. I have 
been even tempted to think that there is 
ſomething favourable to ingenuity in the 
very air or ſoil, or ſomething elſe belong- 
ing to this happily ſituated peninſula of 
Italy, for it became in the firſt place the 
ſeat of the empire of the world by the 


valour and addreſs of its inhabitants; when 


J ſay the world, I mean all but the northern 
part of Great Britain, which the Romans 
were ſo far from ſubduing, that they were 
obliged to build walls and ramparts acroſs 


the iſland; firſt, between the Firths of Forth 


and Clyde, and next, from Carliſle to New- 
caſtle, to defend themſelves from our an- 
ceſtors the Caledonians. 35 


« But when the Roman empire was 
overturned by the Goths, Rome became the 


feat of a new kind of empire, and that is 
the empire of the Popes. In ſhort, the 
inhabitants of Italy firſt ſubdued mankind 


by open force; and ſecondly, by impofition 
and pawkry *. And after ſeveral ages of 


* Pawkry, cunning. 
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Gothic darkneſs, where does the light of 


knowledge firſt dawn again? Where do the 


ried to the greateſt perfection? Why, in 
this ſame Italy. This looks, I ſay, as if 
there were ſomething peculiarly favourable 
to ingenuity in this country. But what- 
ever may be in that notion, with all the 
diſadvantages to which they are expoſed 


from a miſerably bad government, the 


preſent race of Italians certainly are a civi- 


lized, diſcreet, ſober people, not ſo frank 


as the French, nor yet ſo reſerved as the 
Engliſh; but with more ſhrewdneſs of un- 
derſtanding perhaps than either. 

« In the formation of ſtatues and graven 


images they are ſuppoſed to ſurpaſs all the 
nations of Europe; for in our own coun- 


try, you know, this occupation was never 


much encouraged, becauſe, in the opinion 


of ſeveral ſerious Chriſtians of the Preſ- 


byterian perſuaſion, it flies in the teeth of 
the ſecond commandment. 


« The Italians are fond of muſic to an 


aſtoniſhing, and even to an unwarrantable 


degree; 


arts firſt appear, and where are they car- 


es. 22 
degree; the number of eunuchs, which 
they employ at a great expence, is a pretty 
plain proof that they ſpare nothing to have 
their ears tickled ; they even oblige them 
to ſing in the very churches ; yet ſurely 
they might find houſes enough to keep con- 

certs in without profaning the houſe of 
God —What would you think, Archibald, 
of hearing a dozen of fiddlers playing i in 
the High Church of Edinburgh before and 
after ſermon on the Lord's-day ? I am ſure 
it would ſhock you, as it did me, to a very 
great degree. E 

« Some people endeavour to defend this, 
ſaying, that it aſſiſts devotion, and a great 
deal of idle cliſb- maclaiver * of the ſame 
kind; for my part, I have no good opinion 
of that ſort of devotion which a parcel of 
fiddlers can aſſiſt. And people may argue 
as they pleaſe, but aſſuredly fiddles are 
better contrived to promote dancing than 
either meditation or prayer. At the ſame 


hy Idle tittle-tattle. 
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nme it muſt be confeſſed, that Italian 
muſic, when performed in a proper place 
and on proper occaſions, is very delightfu 


to hear; though the beſt of it never thrilled 


through my heart fo pleaſingly as the ſweet 
melody of ſome of our own tunes, 

« As to the vulgar notion, that the 
Scottiſh muſic was invented by David 
Rizzio, the Italian ſecretary to Queen Mary, 


it is contrary to hiſtory, to tradition, and 


to common ſenſe; for nothing requires a 


greater degree of popularity, or would be 


a ſtronger proof of a man's being eſteemed 


and univerſally admired in a country, than 


his forming the national taſte in muſic ; but 
Davy Rizzio, poor creature, was univerſally 
hated during the ſhort time he lived in 
Scotland; and if any tunes had been known 
to be of his invention, that circumſtance 
alone would have been ſufficient to prevent 
their ever being ſung or played in that 
country. 


« You 1 inquire alſo concerning the city 
of Naples compared with other places :—T 


will uy ſay in a few words, that it 1s 2 
large 
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large and populous town, pleaſingly fitu- 


ated in the view of a ſpacious bay, little 


inferior in beauty to Loch Lomond itſelf. 


The houſes are built of free ſtone, ſeveral 

ſtories high, ſo that it has a more lofty ap- 
pearance than London, but not quite ſo 
ſublime as Edinburgh. 


Hut it is not in the appearance of the 


fields, or of the cities, nor in the cuſtoms 


or genius of the inhabitants, that the coun- 
try where you reſide has the great advan- 
tage over this land of darkneſs, but in the 
important article of religion; which here 
conſiſts almoſt entirely of external ſhow and 
gewgawry, of bowings, courteſies, and 
various geſticulations, of fantaſtical dreſſes, 
proceſſions and other idle ceremonials, 
which are in no way connected with true 
piety, and altogether oppoſite to the ſim- 
plicity of the goſpel, which you, my dear 
friend, enjoy the ineſtimable privilege of 
hearing preached in its native purity and 


truth.— As for your high dignified clergy, 


their lordſhips, and their eminencies, and 
his holineſs himſelf, I have heard ſome of 
9 them 
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them perform, and if 1 may judge of the 
reſt by thoſe I have heard, they are mere 


pigmies upon pedeſtals, compared with the 


Preachers you have an opportunity of hear- 


ing every Lord's-day. 
V+ 64 Having now briefly touched upon 


moſt of the points you mention in your 


laſt letter, I muſt recommend the bearer to 


your friendly offices; his name is Andrew 
Carr, of the Carrs of the South, his fa- 
ther being a ſhoemaker in Selkirk; he 
came to this country in the ſervice of an 
; Engliſh gentleman, whom he was obliged 
to quit through the malice of the valet de 
chambre, who, taking advantage of the 


young man's being overtaken with liquor 


on the laſt St. Andrew's day, turned -him 
off, on the pretext of his being an habitual 


drunkard. 


He remained however at Naples, in 
_ expectation of being taken into the ſervice 


of ſome other Engliſh gentleman, and being 


young, thoughtleſs, and of a canty * turn 


Ss Cheerful, 


of 
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of mind, he lived for ſome time very idly. 
When any of the Engliſh ſervants were al- 
Jowed a day of pleaſuring, as they call it, 
Andrew was ſure to be of the party; and 
at this rate, all the money he received from 
his late maſter would ſoon have been ca/# 
at the cocks*:—but in the midſt of this, he 
received a letter from his mother, at Selkirk, 
informing him of his father's death, by 
which ſhe and his ſiſter were reduced to 
great poverty and diſtreſs. This news made 
a moſt laudable alteration in the conduct of 
Carr; he ſhunned all thoſe parties of which 
he had formerly been ſo fond. And when 
our Dick preſſed him very much, ſaying, 
„ You uſed to be as fond of mirth and 
good wine as your neighbours;” Andrew 
ſhook his head, and replied, * Gif I drink 
wine, Richard, my mother and ſiſter muſt 
drink water; and the very next day he 
called on me with forty dollars, which he 
deſired me to pay to Mr. N—'s Banker, 
for an order on a houſe at Edinburgh, to 


| * Thrown away. 
Vol. II. 5 remit 


as 2 EU 6. 
remit the value to his mother. Mr. N 
was ſo much pleaſed when he heard of chis, 
that he doubled the remittance to Carr | 
mother, and alſo furniſhed him with money 
ſufficient to defray the experice of his 
journey through France to Edinburgh, 
where, by my advice, he intends to 
eſtabliſh himſelf as a dancing- maſter, be- 
ing one of the beſt dancers of an Engliſh 
hornpipe, a Scottiſh Jigg, or a ftrathſpey, | 
that I ever ſaw. It is a thouſand pities 
that he continued fo long at the ſhoe- 
making trade, becauſe the conſtant ſtoop- 
ing has given a roundnefs to his back and | 
ſhoulders which hurts his air a little in 
dancing of a minuet; but he is to reniain 
three weeks or a month at Paris to im- 
prove himſelf, which will remove that im- 
pediment. Ws 
« I deſire, that you will put my name- 
fake, little Geordy, to Mr. Carr's ſchool, 
and 1 beg that you will aſliſt him by your 
recommendation. | 
41 ſend by Mr: Carr two — 
ſnuff- boxes, one for you, and the other 
| - 2» 
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for Mr. Mackintoſh ; they are in the Nea- 
politan taſte, only inſtead of their uſual 
ornaments, I cauſed the maker to inlay 
the firſt with a golden thiſtle, with the in- 
ſcription, Nemo me impune laceſſit; and the 
other, with a cat rampant, which 1s the 
creſt of the Mackintoſhes, and the motto, 
Touch not the cat bot * a ghoe. I hope you 
will accept of them as ſmall tokens of my 


friendſhip to you both. 1 ſend alſo a blue 


velvet bonnet as a new year's gift to little 
| Geordy. I muſt now end this long letter, 
| begging to be reſpectfully remembered to 
the laird of Clairvoky and his lady, to 


Mr. Hector Monro, and his couſin Eneas, 


to black Colin Campbell, and blind Saun- 
ders, and to all inquiring friends on the 


water of Enrick; and ſo, my dear Archy, 
I remain your affectionate couſin, - 


GEORGE BUCHANAN.” 


* Without, 


. * 
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5 1 Letter. 


F / 


'LTHOUGH the Ph, ey not 
Vith propriety get a ſight: of the let- 
ter which Dawſon had been ſo long and fo 


carefully compoſing for the benefit of his 
friend Ben Jackſon, we have had the good 


fortune to procure a copy, faithfully taken 


from the original; which is here inſerted 
as a companion to the foregoing. 


ER Nionſser, 
Monſeer BENJAMIN Jackson, che le 
Count de — ., 
— Shire. 


| Engliterr. 
Dear BEN, 


Having received yours per courſe, this 
ſerves to let you know, that I am well and 


hearty, and ſo is Sir —; but as for Mr. 
Steele, 
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Steele, he had a fall from his boffe in Gn 


a very eaſy leap, which hurt him a little, but 


he is growing better, thank God, for he is 
as good a foul and as generous to ſervants 
as any alive: —it was all the horſe's fault, 
that ] muſt fay in juſtice to Mr. Steele, who 
put more truſt in this lazy toad than he de- 
ſerved; being deceived by the owner, who 
pretended he was a very good leaper. Now 
to ſay the truth, I have not ſeen many tole- 


rable horſes fit for hunting in all this town; 


and as for the women, about which your 
ſiſter Beſs makes inquiry, they are all for 
the moſt part painted, at leaſt their faces: 
then for the reſt, they hardly ever nick 
their tails, I mean of the horſes, for Eng- 
land is the only country for horſes and 
women. I do not believe that all Paris 


can produce the like of Wa and your 


ſiſter Beſs, 


Since you and your ſiſter Beſs. 4870 it, 
I ſhall now write to you a little about the 
deſcription of this here town and country. 
In my own private opinion, Paris is but a 
tireſome town to live in, for there is none 
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of the common neceſſaries of life, as porter 
or good ale; and as for their beef, they boil 
it to rags. Wine to be ſure is cheaper here, 
but not ſo ſtrong and genuine as in London. 
I have been at the French King's palace, 
which they call Verſailles in their lau- 
guage; it is out of town, the ſame as Key 
or Windſor is with our king. I went firſt 
and foremoſt to ſee the ſtables, which to be 
ſure is very grand, and there they have 
ſome very good looking horſes, eſpecially 
- Engliſh hunters: it grieved me to fee ſo 
many of our own beſt ſubjects in the ſer= 
vice of our lawful enemy, which to be lure 


the French Kang i 18. 


We little think how many * our fellows 
ereatures are ſeduced from England to dif- 


tant countries, and expoſed to the worſt of 
uſage, from both the French and Spaniards; 
for none of them know how an Engliſh 
Horſe ought | to be treated. - 
When I was at Verſailles, I ſaw a Dow- 
| fineſs, which is all the ſame as the Prince 
of Wales g wife with us; ſhe i is one of the 
prettieſt women I have ſeen in France, be- 
ing 
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ing very fair and blooming, and more like 
an Engliſh woman than a French, and not 
unlike your ſiſter Beſs, only her dreſs was 
different. 
he rides like the ladies in Eogland, with | 
both her legs on the ſame {ide of the horſe, 
whereas I have ſeen many women fince F = 
came abroad ride on horſeback like men, 
which I think a bad contrivance, and I am 
ſurpriſed their huſbands permit it. But I 
am told the women here do whatever they 
pleaſe, for all over France the grey mare 
is the better horſe.” Yet what contradicts 
this, and which I cannot account for, is 
what I heard my Lord D-—'s butler tell 
yeſterday; which is this, that by a law 
which he mentioned, but I have forgot its 
name, though it ſounded ſomething like a 
leek—By that there law, he ſaid, that no 
woman can be king in France; that is, he 
did not mean by way of a bull, for he is 
of Engliſh parentage, born at Kilkenny, 
but he meant that no woman can ever 
be queen. in France, as our women in 
England are, As for inſtance, ſuppoſe the 
P 4 + 
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king has no ſons, but only a daughter, then 
when the king dies, this here daughter, 
according to that there law, cannot be made 
queen, but the next near relation, provided 
he is a man, is made king, and not the laſt 
king's daughter, which to be ſure 1s very 
unjuſt. But you will ſay, can there be no 
queen in France then! ? Yes, whoever the 
king marries is queen; and as long as her 
huſband lives ſhe may govern him, and 
rule the nation as much as ſhe pleaſes; but 
when he dies, ſhe is not permitted to rule 
any longer, except the next king pleaſes. 
Now this ſhews, and you may tell your 
fiſter Beſs ſo, that in ſpite of all the coax- 
we. Fon courting which the French uſe to 
the women, yet they; are falſe-hearted to- 
wards them at the bottom, and do not re- 
ſpect them ſo much as to the main point, 
as we Engliſh does; and yet one of thoſe 
d d Parlivoos will go farther with ſome 
women in a day, than an Engliſhman 1 ins 
month—all owing to their impudence; for 
2 common man has as much impudence in 
France as a man-midwife has in England. 

By 


97 


S100: . av 
By the bye, Ben, I wonder you allow Tour- 
nelle, my Lord's French ſervant, to be fo 
much with your ſiſter Beſs ; he pretends to 


teach her the French cortillong, but who 


knows what ſort of cortillongs he may try 


to teach herz in my own opinion, old 


John Lancaſhere could teach her dancing 
as well, and 'this would be more decent 


for the reputation of her vertue: but you 


need not ſhew this part of my letter to Bel, 
but make your own uſe of it. 


I have ſeen the French horſe guards 


which they call Jangdarms; the men are 
fmart-looking young fellows enough, but 
the horſes are poor waſhy things i in compa- 
riſon of our dragoons. 


T he Swiſs guards are ſtout men, clothed 
in fcarlet, the ſame as our ſoldiers; but they 


have mouſtaches on their lips like the rat- 
catcher in St. Giles's. 
The French foot guards are dreſſed in 
blue, and all the marching regiments in 
white, which has a very fooliſh appearance 


for ſoldiers; and as for blue regimentals, 
4 


8 
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it 18 only fit for the blue horſe or the artil⸗ 
lery. ; 

1 believe the French army would have 
no great chance with our troops in a fair 
battle upon plain ground, It is lucky for 

the Mounſeers, that there is no road by 
land between Dover and Calais; but as it 
is, I wonder the king does not ſend ſome 
regiments by ſea to take Paris, which could 
make no great reſiſtance; for there is no 
walls round the town, and there would be 

a good deal of plunder. 

But after all, I like Paris better than 
Naples, though it is ſo near Mount Ve- 
ſuvius, which all ſtrangers go to ſee, the 
ſame as they do St. Paul's, the Monument, 
and lions in the Tower of London: it is 
to be far E continually ſmoking and throw- 
ing out fiery aſhes and other combuſtibles, 
ſuch as none of our Engliſh mountains 
does. 1 went one night to the top of it 
with Mr. N——'s valet Buchanan, and 
one Duncan Targe, another Scotchman; 
I thought I ſhould have been choked with 

e | the 
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the ſmoke and ſulphurous ſmell. But ay 
for Buchanan and Targe, it gave them no 
diſturbance; the reaſon of which I take to 
be, that the Scotch are accuſtomed from, 
their infancy to brimſtone and bad ſmells 
in their own country. I do not ſay this 
by way of diſparagement to them two, 
who are not bad kind of men only a little 
proud; but of the Scotch in general, who 
in my opinion ought to be reſtrained by 
act of parliament to their own country, 
otherwiſe I do believe, in my conſcience, 
ſooner or later, they will eat up Old Eng- | 
land. 

' I have ſent unto you, by the bearer, a 
pappy maſhee tobacco box, and a dozen 
pair of gloves, for your ſiſter Beſs, who 
will alſo deliver to you this letter, which I 
have taken three days in writing, to ob- 
lige you and Beſs; and I durſt not write by 
the poſt, for if the French found this let- 
ter, they would take me up for a ſpy⸗ and 
ſhut me up in the Baſtile during my life; 
and in England I am told all foreign let- 


ters 
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ters are opened by the miniſtry, in which 
caſe this might bring you into trouble, be- 
cauſe of the box and gloves, which being 
eounterband againſt the act of parliament, 
the king would be enraged if he knew of 
fuch a thing, which ftands to reaſon, all 
ſmuggled goods being ſo much money out 
of his pocket, —All from, dear Ben, with 
my 1 love to your ſiſter Beſs, 


Vour Servant to command, 
TroMAs DAwsoN, 


CHAP. LXXIV. 


4A Letter from the Baronet to the Honourable 
1 4g. Mr. N 


FE W poſts after the arrival of this 


packet, Mr. N—— received the fol- 


lowing letter from his uncle: 


MY DEAR EDWARD, Paris. 
Il will now give you a little more of Carr 
the Scot, and the Engliſh ſeaman.—In con- 


ſequence of Dawſon's having mentioned to 


his maſter, that the latter ſeemed ſickly, 
and was but very indifferently accommo- 


dated! in lodgings, Steele had the humanity 
to do what 1 ought to have done, but 


which I confeſs I neglected. He ſent a 
phy ſician to viſit him, who having given it 
as his opinion, that the young Engliſhman 
required nothing but reſt and proper diet 
to re-eſtabliſh his health, Mr. Steele then 


5 ſent for the landlord of the houſe where 
Carr 
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Carr and he were quartered, defiring that 
he would immediately give them a more 
convenient apartment, and let the young 
man have that particular diet which the 
doctor recommended; for all which he in- 
demnified the man by an immediate ad- 
vance of money, and ſent a meſſage to the 
failor, that he wiſhed to ſee him as ſoon as 
he could eaſily walk to the hotel, which 
was at no, great diſtance from their inn. 
Carr and Warren came together two 
days after receiving this meſſage; the latter 
is a well-looking man, of about twenty- 
three or twenty-four years of age; he ap- 
peared emaciated, but is naturally of a ſtout 
conſtitution, and mends daily. He was 
deſired to fit down, and he gave a ſhort ac- 


count of his diſaſters and long reſidence in 


Perſia, in a modeſt and ſenſible manner. 
But I leave you to imagine our ſurpriſe 

and pleaſure, when in the courſe of the 

Converſation we diſcovered that this ſailor 


is brother to Lady Elizabeth': 8 young friend 


Miſs Warren; the ſame who went in a 
frigate as a midſhipman to the Eaſt Indies 
7 the 
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the year before her father's death, and was 
ſuppoſed to have been loſt in the paſſage, as 
neither the veſſel nor any of the crew were 
afterwards heard of. You muſt remember 
Lady Elizabeth's relating thoſe circumſtan- 
ces to you and to me at N Houſe, one 
day after Miſs Warren left the room, which 
ſhe did on your mentioning an Eaſt India 
ſhip's having ſtruck on a bank in going out 
of the Channel; and your aunt at the 


ſame time begged of you to be guarded in 


your diſcourſe in that young lady's com+ 
pany, as every hint relative to naval en- 


gagements or ſhipwrecks was apt to rouſe 
within her mind the painful recollection of 
her own family misfortunes. I will not 


attempt to deſcribe young Warren's joy, on 


my informing him that I was acquainted 
with his ſiſter, and that ſhe was well and 


happily fituated ; nor how ſuddenly that 
Joy was checked, when he inquired about 
his father. I anſwered, © I had heard no- 
thing of him very lately;” but the youth 
had obſerved, that Steele made a ſudden in- 
voluntary movement at the queſtion, and 


he 
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he ſaw me look ſorrowful when I made the 


anſwer. * Alas, cried he, wringing his 


bands, © my father is dead—lI ſhall never 
We were ſilent, which 


Fo Tee him more.” 


rendered his ſuſpicions certainty. The 


young man then burſt into tears: after al- 
lowing them to flow for ſome time in 


ſilence, I told him that his father had died 
in battle, exerting himſelf gallantly in the 


cauſe of his country. The ſatisfaction which 


this communicated was viſible through his 
tears; he made me repeat all the circum- 
ſtances I knew, again and again. I ſhall 
never forget the emotion and ardour which 
appeared in the youth's countenance while 
he liſtened, —© My father,” cried he with 
| exultation, « was a brave officer,” —“ That 
he was, faid I. „ I had the honour of 


knowing him; his behaviour during the 
action in which he fell was praiſed, and his 
death regretted by the whole fleet.“ The 


young man continued to ſhed tears. 
Steele is a worthy fellow Alike him more 
fn” more; he took hold of Warren's hand, 
and was going to ſay ſomething conſblatory 
| . to 
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to him, but his voice failing he alſo burſt in- 
to tears, and he only could utter the words 
Jamn it, while he haſtily rubbed his eyes, in 
a kind of indignation, at finding himſelf 
crying. I ſaid every thing that I imagined 
could ſooth young Warren ;—we ordered 
an apartment for him at our hotel; poor 
Carr was exceedingly happy; he ſaid he 
had always ſuſpected that Mr. Warren was 
of genteel parentage, and even attempted 
to make an apology for ſome parts of his 
own behaviour which he thought had been 
too familiar. Vou may eaſily conceive how 
this was received by one of Warren's ſenſibi- 
lity ; ; he ſhook him by the hand, called him 
his benefactor, and ſaid he would never 
forget what he owed to him. Carr, how- 
ever, declared he knew what belonged to a 
gentleman and the ſon of an officer, and 
only defired leave to continue to attend 
him in the quality of a ſervant till his ar- 
rival in England; and notwithſtanding all 


Warren could urge, he would remain with 
him on no other conditions. 


3 have 
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I have prevailed on this young man to 


accept of my credit for what is immediately 


neceſſary for his decent equipment. All 


his misfortunes have not damped his fond- 


neſs for his profeſſion. He has no views 
nor hopes independent of it; and his moſt 


ardent wiſh, after ſeeing his ſiſter, is to re- 
turn to his duty, in the hopes of promotion 
as an officer. Steele is wonderfully at- 


tached to him, and Warren ſeems to have 


the warmeſt eſteem and moſt grateful affec- 


tion for Steele, who is now fo well that 
we think of leaving this in a few days; 


and my next letter, I hope, will be dated I 
from N Houſe. God bleſs you, wy 


dear Edward! 
A | ; 


of 
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CHAP. LXXV. 


A ſecond Letter from the Baronet to the 
Honourable Mr. N | 


PD or three weeks after this, Mr. 
N— received another letter from 
his uncle, of which what follows is an ex- 
tract: 

* Our reception at N — Houſe was 
moſt joyful; Steele's mother and his uncle 


Transfer were both there when we arrived. 
The former flew with impatience into her 

ſon's arms before he had finiſhed his com- 

pliments to your father and Lady Eliza- 

beth. Traasfer aſſured Steele, as he ſhook 
him by the hand, that he was not ſo happy 
even at the peace, although he had then 
gained fix \thouſand pounds by the riſe of 
ſtock. While the mother, uncle, and ne- 
phew were entertaining each other, I pre- 
0 Qs ſented 
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ſented young Warren to his ſiſter. The ten- 
derneſs of this ſcene exceeds my power of 
deſcription; your father was moved even 
to tears, while Lady Elizabeth beheld it 
with a ſmile of ſerene ſatisfaction. I do 
not know how to account for this, for who 
is more alive to the feelings of humanity 
than her Ladyſhip! ? Perhaps ſhe had anti- 
cipated the meeting in her imagination: 
fo that when it actually took place, nothing 
happened but what ſhe had foreſeen; 
whereas your father was taken by ſurpriſe, 


or perhaps Lady Elizabeth's attention to 


ſupport her young friend during this pa- 
thetic interview prevented her from being 
ſo much affected herſelf as the would other. 
wiſe have been. 


"0 Young Warren behaved with great pro- 
priety, for his behaviour was natural. His 
firſt expreſſions were thoſe of the moſt af- 
fectionate tenderneſs for his ſiſter; his next, 
of gratitude to Lady Elizabeth and your 
father, for the parental kindneſs they had 

ſhewn to his orphan ſiſter ; the mention of 
which brought the recollection of their 
oon 
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own father into the minds of both. The 
fine countenance of Miſs Warren, bathed 
in tears, fell upon her brother's ſhoulder, 
while he, greatly agitated, was ſcarcely able 
to ſuſtain her and himſelf. 

“ In this attitude they continued for 
ſome time in the midſt of a group too much 
affected to give them any interruption. _ 

% Miſs Warren ſeeming to recover herſelf, 
and attempting to apologize to the com- 
pany, Lady Elizabeth took her by the hand, 
and ſaid, I beg you will come with me, 
my dear, I have ſomething to ſay to you.” 
Then ſupporting. Miſs Warren with one 
hand, and drawing her brother after her 
with the other, ſhe conducted both into 
another room. © You muſt have many things 
to communicate in which you will be un- 
der reſtraint from the preſence of even your 
beſt friends.“ So ſaying, ſhe left them to- 
gether, and returned to the company. 

Mrs. Steele was inclined to have a 
tete-a-tCte with her ſon; but Transfer, Who 
obſerved her drawing him apart, oppoſed 


1 | it, 
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it, unleſs he were admitted of the party; he 
ſwore he loved his nephew as well as his 
ſiſter could love her ſon, and he had no 
notion of allowing him to be ſeduced from 
him on the very day of his arrival. 
5 80. After Warren and his ſiſter had been 
together about an hour, he called in Carr, 
whom the young lady was moſt deſirous 
of ſeeing. She ſeems almoſt in love with 
this fellow ever ſince her brother informed 
her of Carr's behaviour to him; and re- 
ſpects him ſo much for the goodneſs of his 
heart, that ſhe cannot bear to hear him 
turned into ridicule on any account. 

J read Buchanan's letter the other 
day to your father and Lady Elizabeth. We 
laughed a little at an expreſſion in it con- 
cerning Carr's air in dancing a minuet. 
Miſs Warren did not quite reliſh the jeſt, 
I do. in my conſcience believe that had a 
man, with the face and perſon of the Bel- 

videre Apollo, den des her brother in his 
diſtreſs, no future attention to herſelf could 
have made this young Lady reſpect him ſo 
much as ſhe does this poor fellow. 
« The 
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& The enthuſiaſtic affection of Miſs War- 
ren for her brother bodes well for our friend 


Steele, who is her paſſionate admirer as 
much as ever; and if I am not greatly miſ- 


taken, the Lady views him already in a dif- 
ferent light from what ſhe did before he 
went abroad. I am ſo much convinced of 
this, that I have ventured to give Steele 
ſome encouraging hints to that purpoſe, 
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| Your father alſo wiſhes him to renew his 
addreſſes, and I am certain that Steele's 
heart prompts him to the ſame; his natural 
difidence, however, joined to the abhor- 
rence he has for importuning any body, 
have hitherto reſtrained him; he derives 
little encouragement from Miſs Warren's 
affable behaviour to him, which he entirely 
imputes to complaiſance for her brother, 
whoſe friendſhip for Steele increaſes daily, 
But in wy opinion, independent of all con- 
ſideration of her brother, the damſel herſelf 
now views honeſt Steele with other eyes 
than ſhe did formerly. Indeed both your 
father and Lady Elizabeth declare that he 

is improved in many reſpects by his travels. 


f Q4 Poſſibly - 
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Poſſibly you may lay claim to part of the 
honour of this, for I believe you were his 
only ami du voyage. Adieu, my dear Edward, 
1 rejoice in the accounts of your continued 
good health, and hope you will ſtay no 
longer abroad than the time requiſite for 
confirming it, ſo that you may never again 
need to quit Old England on that account.“ 
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Prudent Conduf? of 7 


T is now full time to return to Laura, 
from whom the reader may perhaps 
think we have been abſent too long. When 
we left her, ſhe had prevailed on Signora 
Sporza to write to Carloſtein, and had ſeen 


his anſwer, wherein he gave aſſurances not 


to give the leaſt hint to his friend Captain 
Seidlits of the ill footing on which Zeluco 


and his ſiſter were. After the diſcovery 
made by the maid to Signora Sporza, it was 
no longer in Laura's power to adhere to 
the plan ſhe had formed, by avoiding con- | 


verſations with Signora Sporza on a topic 
which ſhe introduced as often as they were 


together by themſelves. And in the courſe 
of thoſe converſations Signora Sporza made 


no ſcruple of giving it as her opinion, that 
Laura ought not to ſubmit to the caprices 


and 
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and ill humour of a man ſhe did not love, 


| and whom it was impoſſible ſhe ever ſhould; 
one, whoſe love for her was already ex- 


hauſted, and which, if it ſhould ever re. 
turn, muſt, now that his true character 
had developed itſelf, prove a curſe, not a 


| bleſſing, to his wife: the beſt . meaſure 


which Laura could adopt therefore, was, to 


inform her mother and brother of the true 
ſtate of the caſe, and to ſeparate, on the beſt 


terms they could procure, from her huſband 


for ever. 


+ * 


Nothing v was more earneſtly deſired by 


Laura than a ſeparation upon any terms 


from Zeluco: but as this could not be done 
without informin g her mother of the miſery 
of her ſituation, ſhe could not bear to give 
a parent, for whom ſhe felt the moſt tender 
affection, the remorſe of thinking that ſb! 


| had been the moſt active cauſe of her child's 
miſery. She was alſo afraid of her brother, | 


whom ſhe knew to be of a temper to call 


1 her huſband to a ſevere account for his con- 


duct towards her, the conſequences of which, 


in every point of, view, appeared to her 
5 dreadful; 
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dreadful; a third conſideration, it is pro- 
bable, had ſome weight with her—ſhe had 
reaſon to believe ſhe was with child. 


Laura, therefore, inſiſted firmly with 


Signora Sporza to be allowed to judge for 


herſelf in this particular, and convinced 


her that ſhe ſhould be highly offended 
if Signora Sporza gave the leaſt hint 


of the terms on which ſhe was with her 
huſband to her brother, or any other 


perſon. 
Notwithſtanding the precautions which 


Laura took to keep her mother from the 


knowledge of what would give her too 
much uneaſineſs, if that Lady had not been 
A little dazzled by the glitter of magnifi- 


cence which appeared i in the equipages and 


domeſtic eſtabliſhment of Zeluco, and flat- 
| tered by his ſpecious behaviour to herſelf, 


ſhe would have diſcovered that her daugh- 


ter was unhappy. With regard to Captain 
Seidlits, he thought his ſiſter ſo very 
amiable in all reſpects, that it never enter- 


ed into his mind that the man who poſ- 


ſeſſed her, and who could have no motive 


but 
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but love for his original attachment to her, 


did not think himſelf happy in the acquiſi- 
tion; and although it ſometimes occurred 


to him, from the penſive and melancholy 


air of his ſiſter, that ſhe might not be ſo very 


fond of her huſband as could be wiſhed, he 
conſidered that as a misfortune which ſhe 


had in common with many women, and for 
which there was no remedy; and he turned 
his thoughts from it as from an idea which 
if indulged could only plague himſelf, with- 
out being of ſervice to his ſiſter. 
It has been already remarked, that the 


many fine qualities, and accompliſhments 
which Laura poſſeſſed, and which would have 


fixed the eſteem and affection of a man 


of worth and ſentiment, had little attrac- 


tion for the jaded ſenſes and corrupt taſte | 


of Zeluco, who fought in venal beauty 


and in variety a relief from ennui, and 


its never-failing companion ill-humour ; 
but all thoſe palliations, inſtead of dimi- 
niſhing, were found to augment the in- 


curable diſeaſe under which this wretched 


man laboured; who, when he became un- 


12 ſiupportable 
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ſupportable to himſelf, often endeavoured 


to exhauſt the virulence which corroded 
his own breaſt upon her, who, before ſhe 


knew him, had never known what ennui 


or ill-humour was. 


Diſtreſſing, however, as his Al temper 


was, it did not ſeem ſo dreadful, as was 


already obſerved, in the eyes of his wife, 


as the returns of fondneſs with which he 
was occaſionally ſeized. An attachment, 
therefore, which Zeluco formed about this 


time, and was conſidered as a ſource of : 


great affliction to his wife, proved in re- 
ality one of the moſt comfortable inci- 


dents to her that had occurred ſince her 
marriage. 


WS SELUCS 
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Ner eri na. 


aud genus huic materna m erbün 
Noſbilitas What, incertum de patre ferebat. Vir, 


WO ladies had lately arrived at 
Naples; one of them an elderly wo- 


man, the other about three or four and 


twenty, and of uncommon beauty. The 


account given of them by the banker on 
whom they had a credit, and which was 


ſupported by letters to individuals at Naples, 


was, that the youngeſt had a moderate for- 
tune in her own poſſeſſion, on which ſhe 
lived in a genteel and independent manner, 
and had come to paſs a few months at 


Naples, that ſhe might enjoy the benefit 


of a purer air than that of Rome; that the 
elder lady was aunt to the younger, and the 
| widow of an officer; that ſhe was in re- 


11 e duced 
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duced circumſtances, and dependent on her 
niece. 4 at 26 er l 
Such was the account given of thoſe 
two ladies, whoſe real hiſtory was as fol- 
lows: 8 
The young one, whoſe name was Ne- 
rina, was the offspring of a ſecret amour 
between an unmarried woman of family 
in Genoa, and a muſician. The affair had 
been huſhed up; the lady being delivered 
at the houſe of a female relation in the 
country, the infant given to the wife of a 
peaſant to ſuckle, and the father retiring to 
Venice, where he lived on the profits of 
- his profeſſion, and on the money which he 
received from the child's mother. His de- 
mands became more exorbitant than it was 
in her power to ſatisfy ; he wrote menacing 


letters, but no threats could procure from 


her or her relations enough to ſatisfy the ra- 
pacity of the muſician; on which he formed 
a ſcheme to carry away the child from the 
peaſant's cottage, and convey her to his 
own houſe at Venice. He ſucceeded in his 
projet by the connivance of the maid 


who. 


nes 


| who had the care of the child. Having 
| this pledge in his hands, he imagined that 
| the mother or her relations would be more 

3 ſolicitous to furniſh him with money: 

| : | happened otherwiſe ; the unhappy mother 
q retired to a convent, where in a ſhort time 


| ſhe was ſeized with a fever, of which he 

[ 5 died. After this, her relations ſet the mu- 

1 fician at defiance, and gave themſelves no 

Farther trouble about him or the child. The 
muſician was a man of the moſt profligate 


| principles and manners ; he lived with a 
| woman of the ſame character, who was a 
5 ſinger at the Opera. With this couple Ne- 
rina was educated; ſhe had a pretty good 
| voice, and promiſed to be remarkably hand- 
1 ſome. They expected that in a ſhort time 
the circumſtances of the family would be 
greatly augmented by a proper uſe of both; 
but Nerina was not of a diſpoſition to 
ſhare the profits ariſing from her perſonal 
accompliſhments with any perſon what- 
ever; at the age of fifteen, therefore, ſhe 
abandoned her father's houſe, and the ter- 


ritories of the Republic, in company with 
Þ} a Vo- 


a Venetian Nobleman. She was acquainted 
with the circumſtances of her own birth : 


and although in her diſpoſition ſhe had 


more affinity with her father than with her 


unfortunate mother, yet in converſation 


ſhe ſeemed to conſider herſelf as deſcended 
from her mother alone, and never men- 


tioned her father, more than if ſhe had not 
known of his exiſtence. She lived with 


the Venetian, till his flow of money, which 
was conſiderable at the beginning of their 
connexion, began to ebb; ſhe then left 
him for a young Engliſhman, with whom 


ſhe embarked in a high tide of fortune, and 


at laſt quitted him for the ſame reaſon that 
ſhe had quitted the Venetian. She after- 
_ wards eſtabliſhed herſelf at Rome, and 


wiſhing to acquire a decent character, ſhe 
took an elderly woman into her ſervice, 


who ſhe pretended was a relation of her 
mother's, and lived for ſome time with as 


much affected modeſty as a great deal of 


natural inpudence would permit. 
It is ſaid, that people are apt through 
life to ſet too great a value on thoſe things 
Vol. II. 1 which 
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which they have found it difficult to pro- 
cure in their youth, and too little on thoſe 


to which they have been accuſtomed. Ne- 
rina had been bred in a family in which 


there was a great ſcarcity of money, and 
a profuſion of what 1s ſometimes, however 
improperly, called love. Whether it was 
owing to this, or from whatever cauſe it 
proceeded, certain it is, that Nerina, in all 
her dealings, ſhewed the utmoſt attention 
to the former, and made very little or no 


account of the other. 


While Nerina lived in this decent fiyle at 
Rome, ſhe was protected by a certain Car- 


dinal, Who ſometimes ſaw her in ſeeret, and 


by whoſe friendſhip ſhe flattered herſelf 


that ſhe ſhould be enabled to paſs the reſt of 


her life without having need of other pro- 
tectors; but before ſhe could get matters 
arranged to her ſatisfaction, an accident 


happened to the Cardinal, which according 5 


to his own calculation ſhould not have hap- 


pened for ſeveral years, and which Nerina 


did not wilh for till the arrangements 
above-mentioned had taken place. The 
„ Cardinal 


Cardinal died the day after he had paſſed an 
evening with Nerina, during which he had 
| been more profuſe than ever of his e 


ſions of friendſbip. 


Nerina was ſo violently affected by this 
premature accident, that, in her rage, ſhe 
could nat abſtain from many abuſive ex- 
preſſions againſt his Eminence, for hay= 
ing ſo long delayed what ſhe thought it 
was his duty to have performed; but her 


| paſſion ſubſiding by degrees, ſhe at length 
| muſtered up all her philoſophy, which di- 


reed her, without farther loſs of time, to 
have recourſe to ſeveral protectors. to in- 
* demnify her for her loſs of one of the Car- 
dinal's importance. 


Among thoſe was a young man of a 
noble family of Milan, who became de- 


ſperately in love with her, and for whom 
the affected a reciprocal flame, but with 


this difference, that the young man's con- 
tinued to burn with undiminiſhed fervour 
after the fuel which fed Nerina's was quite 
exhauſted. As ſoon as ſhe perceived that 


his money was gone, and underſtood that 
$2 de 
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he had but diſtant hopes of a freſh ſupply, 
a chilling alteration ſeemed to take place in 
the boſom of Nerina ; and the youth, in. 
ſtead of ſmiles and careſſes, was receive 
with formality and cold politeneſs. 

The imprudent youth, unable to beat 
this kind of behaviour from a perſon who 
commanded all his affection, propoſed mar 
riage as the only recompence he could make 


to her, now that. his finances were ex. 


hauſted. 

This offer made an immediate impreſſion 
on the mind, and ſome alteration in the be · 
haviour of Nerina; but after weighing 
every circumſtance, and balancing the ad- 
vantages and diſadvantages of cloſing with 
the propoſal, ſhe concluded that it would 
be attended with more trouble than ſhe 
was willing to beſtow, and more riſk than 
ſhe choſe to run. She therefore fell on 
means, without appearing to have given 


the information, of acquainting her lover's 

relations, that he had got into bad com- 

pany at Rome, and that if he were not 
removed immediately, he was in danger of 
taking 


taking an irretrievable ſtep, of the moſt fatal 
conſequence to his honour and happineſs. 
She amuſed the youth himſelf with evaſive 


anſwers, till one of his relations arrived 


at Rome, with peremptory orders from 
his father, for his immediate return to 


Milan; which the young man with infinite 
reluctance at length obeyed, after mutual 


oaths of eternal love, and many tears on his 
part as well as that of Nerina, whoſe agent 
received a liberal recompence for t the intel- 
ligence. 

The young man being thus diſpoſed of, 
and Nerina having a deſire to ſee Naples, 
ſhe did not think thoſe acquaintance whom 
ſhe had occaſionally ſeen, unknown to her 
Milaneſe lover, and to each other, of im. 
portance enough to induce her to baulk her 

8 

She went accordingly, and eſtabliſhed 

herſelf with her pretended aunt, in the man- 


ner that has been mentioned. 
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ZELUCO. 


e HAP. LXXVIN. 


11 y a dans la jalouſie plus d'amour propre que d'a, 
mour. a ROCHEFOUCAULT, 


| 2 ELUC O accidentally meeting with 


Nerina, was ſufficiently touched with 


her face and figure, to wiſh to cultivate her 
acquaintance. He found no unſurmount- 


able obſtacle to this, but Nerina, knowing 
him to be a man of great fortune, thought 
it worth her while to uſe all her powers of 


attraction, which, particularly to a man of 


Zeluco's character, were very ſtrong, till 


by degrees ſhe cheriſhed what was only a 
tranſient deſire into a violent paſſion, _ 


He wiſhed however to conceal his con- 
nexion with Nerina from his wife and her 


relations; and although he viſited her very 


fr equently, it was always in ſecret, ſo that 
their intimacy might have remained much 
longer 
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longer unknown, had all the world taken 


as little pains to diſcover it as Laura and 


her relations. But Laura received two let- 


ters in one day, both from unknown and 


ſincere friends, giving her a faithful account 
of her huſband's intimacy with Nerina ; 
and explaining how ſhe might detect it. 


One of thoſe friends was a woman with 


whom Zeluco had intrigued, and who took 
this ſtep to be revenged of him for his in- 
fidelity; the other was a lady who ſuſ- 


pected that her huſband was fond of Laura, 


and hated her on that account, although 
well convinced that he would not ſucceed. 
It would have been mortifying to thoſe two 


benevolent creatures, had they known how 


very little their intelligence affected Laura. 
She was in the act of throwing their letters 
into the fire when her huſband entered the 
room: © You ſeem very eager to burn thoſe 
letters,” ſaid he. * Their contents are of a 
nature too indifferent for me to be eager 


about them, replied ſne.— Pray, who are 


they from, if it be not a ſecret ?” added 
he—* It is a ſecret,” ſaid ſhe,—* Indeed!” 
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ſaid he, ſnatching one of the letters that 
was not conſumed, from the fire, may 1 
be admitted as a confident ?”—* You had 
better not read it,” ſaid Laura coolly, and 
| without attempting to take it from him.— 
« Why ſo?” ſaid he. © Becauſe,” replied 
ſhe, the contents will be as little ſatiſ- 
factory to you as the method of obtaining 
them is honourable.” | 
80 you are afraid of my reading 100 
| ſaid he. I have no fears on the ſubject, 
replied Laura, walking towards the door. 
6c Stay, Madam,” cried Zeluco, who 

knew the hand, and having obſerved the 
name of Nerina in the letter, ſuſpected the 
contents; © I have no intention to read 

this ſcroll, only your affecting not to know 
from whom it came, ſurpriſed me.”"—* It 
is no affectation, I have not the leaſt no- 
tion,” ſaid Laura. What then, they were 
both anonymous? ““ They were,” added 


ſhe.—“ Some jeſt, I ſuppoſe,” faid he, 


throwing the letter again into the fire, or 
perhaps ſome piece of malice.” —* Very 


poſſibly, ſaid ſhe, and left the r room. 
W 15 


UG . 
While Zeluco had held the half. con- 


ſumed letter in his hand, he recognized the 
writing of the lady with whom he himſelf 


had intrigued. Knowing the jealouſy of her 


diſpoſition, and perceiving Nerina's name 
in the middle of the letter, he immediately 
ſuſpected its contents: and, albeit unuſed to 


the bluſhing mood, he underwent ſomething 
approaching to it, on perceiving that he 


had betrayed unjuſt ſuſpicions of his wife, 
at the very inſtant that ſhe received in- 
formation of his own infidelity. 
For ſome time after this incident, Ze- 
luco behaved with more attention to Laura, 
and affected a greater ſhare of good hu- 
mour than Was natural to him, while ſhe 
ſhewed no ſymptom of being in any de- 


gree affected by the intelligence conveyed 


in the anonymous letters; nor did ſhe ever 
after by any alluſion or hint revive the re- 
collection of them. . : 
In the mean while Mr. N=— prevailed 
on Captain Seidlits to make a tour with 
him into the two Calabrias, and other parts 
ef the kingdom of Naples; Carloſtein 
having 


7 
Y 
£ 44 
?4..4 
1 
N 
11 
7 
1 
N 
4 
6 0 
2. 
1 2-8 
| * * 
1 
i 
7 bad | 
1&3 
is 
1 
5 
1 
44 b 
\ (al 
14 
, i254 
: i 
: \ 
* 
4 1% 
; £4 
in 
n »! 
4 
} Vie 
44 Xx 
1 
1 a 
N 7 
1 © git 
{ * 
1 
F L 
2 bi 
ma . 
4 1 7 
43-48 
* * 
ah + 
4 ts, 
bt 
177 - 
is i 
: ! 4 
* 
o& 
* 19 
* 
1 1 
Le 
2 i 4 
* ov 
*# 13-38 
ws 
” ns 4 
1 
3 * 3% 
5 Fl 1 
7 Ti * 
++ N. 
Fl 50 : 
38 fl I 
v# '5 "oy 
ot $ "3 
% "3 Ws 
A} * 
1 $ 
-* x | 
1 v0 
of ; 1 
5 1 15 
by, im 
1 
[1 * 
66 
= 1 1 
7 287 
f > 
Px 
LITRE +! 
a# © * 
19 
. 1 
| 7 182 
$7 
4 (21083 
e 
Los 
; 1 15 
"$i 
k * 
"= 1 i 
5 A bit 
E. 
1 
n 
Nn 
124 "30s 
. 
1447 
N 1 
08 ER 
1 Wt 
ih 
15 n 
i 
1 
2 : {bs 
NF 
1 
1 
1 
1 
SER 
# on 8 
* + 1 
: : » Ex 
N 
8 
- 
162 
N 
A 3.47 
315 «Oo 
15 Foc! 
1, 17, SIE 
+. a 
1 
1 
1 
; * 
13 
"8 
0; 
> ” 
. : > 
* {4 
”; 18 >. 
ALS 
44 ; += 
+ 
48 
7 * _ 
WS * 
7M 
4% 
4+ 5 z 
1 
1 
1 
49:53 4 
da 
* 0 
FT 12 
. 4+ 82 
Fas 5 * 
* % 1 
1 
1 
432 ra. 
ot ? 
2:3: BY 
J , 1% 1 
» l - * 
2 N 
* 0 
{oY A 
N * 
3 
1 
1 F f 
547 
bs 
* 
1 
\.—H ; 
- 
„ 
A 4 
„ 
5 7% 
x * * 
* 
4 4 
7 
N 


[OI A 
7 2 
e 
2 . — SIS 
* 1 r 
r 
r 


* 7 ö en 3 L 
2 — N 
IE AS as, vs G4 Mat 
N 1 bv Jo, NY 5 
8 A 
— 1 
D > z* 
* 


| 
o 
: 
£ 
x 
f 
: 
' 
Dp 
* 
[1 
v 
\ 
£ 
{ 
f 
? 
{ 
. 
N 
H 
ö 


266 DHU 


ing, as he was to remain in Italy after 
Seidlits, he would poſtpone it. Zeluco be- 


having declined to accompany theth, ſay. 


came daily more intoxicated with Nerina; 


ſhe almoſt continually occupied his thoughts, 


and engroſſed the greateſt part of his time, 
ſo that Laura was left at more freedom and 


in greater tranquillity than ſhe had ever en- 


joyed fince her marriage. 

Her huſband's vanity with regard to her 
"was conſiderably abated, fo that he no long- 
er inſiſted, as he had done formerly, on 


her appearing at every aſſembly and public 
palace; he was better pleaſed that ſhe ſhould 


remain at home, at her mother's, or Signora 


Sporza's, while he was paſling his time 
with Nerina, and of courſe being miſſed 
from aſſemblies, it might be believed that 
he was keeping his wife company. 3 


Laura's ſociety at this period therefore 
was confined to her mother, Signora Sporza, 


and Carloſtein; the latter ſhe ſaw almoſt 
every day, and frequently had opportuni- 
ties of converſing with him alone at the 
houſe of Signora Sporza. This too indul- | 


gent 


U 26 
gent friend being exceedingly affected at the 
ſettled gloom which ſhe well ſaw had over- 
ſpread the mind of Laura, and which ſhe 
thought the company and converſation of 
Carloſtein alone had the power of diſſipat- 

ing, contrived frequent means of bringing 
| them together; and this ſhe did with ſuch | 
addreſs, that they ſeemed to happen by ac- 
cident, and without any previous arrange» 
ment on her part. Nothing could be more 
imprudent than the conduct of Signora 
Sporza, in leading her young friend into 
ſuch ſlippery ſituations, which ſhe did how- 
ever from no other inducement than the 
pleaſure ſhe took in ſeeing Laura pleaſed 
and in good ſpirits ; as for Zeluco, ſhe 
thought he richly deſerved the worſt that 
could happen, for, in her opinion, he had 
already put it out of his wife's power to do 
him injuſtice ; but there is one conſidera- 
tion, which, had it occurred to Signora 
Sporza, would have made her act very dif- 
ferently from what ſhe did; and that is, the 
effect that any eſſential ill conduct would 
have had on the mind of Laura herſelf. 


Signora 


abs 2 EL U Coo. 
Signora Sporza did not reflect that, had this 
been the caſe, no alleviation from peculiar 
circumſtances, no provocation on the part 
of her huſband, no certainty of conceal- 
ment, and no conſideration of whatever 
kind, could have made a woman of Lau- 
ra's diſpoſition forgive herſelf, or could 
have reſtored her that peace of mind with- 
out which happineſs cannot exiſt, 

It muſt be owned that the virtue of few 
women was ever placed in a more perilous 
ſituation than that of Laura, when it is 
conſidered that ſhe had a fixed and well- 
grounded averſion for her huſband, con- 
ſtantly kept alive by freſh provocations 
for ſhe was by turns teaſed by his caprices, 
_ abuſed by his unprovoked rage, inſulted by 
his groundleſs jealouſies, and ſtimulated 
by his infidelity; while a moſt amiable and 
accompliſhed man, for whom ſhe could not 
help feeling a great partiality, was deſpe- 
rately in love with her, and with whom 
ſhe had frequent opportunities of being 
alone. 


She 
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She received a ſecond letter from one of 
her anonymous correſpondents, informing 
her, that her huſband and one of his aſſo- 
ciates, with Nerina, who was alſo to have 
a companion, had formed a party to paſs 
a few days at Caſſerta and other places, and 
were to ſet out that very day. Laura was 
as little affected by this letter as the for- 
mer; ſhe threw it into the fire, and thought 
no more of it. 

That very day, Zeluco, without the 
ſhadow of provocation, but in the mere 
wantonneſs of caprice, behaved to her in 
the moſt inſolent and brutal manner, tell- 
ing her, © that her favourite,” meaning 
the Nobleman who had the ſquabble with 
Carloſtein, ** had abandoned her, and ſet 
out for Venice, and he ſuppoſed z7hat was 
the cauſe of her low ſpirits;” on her keeping 
ſilence, he told her that her ſilence pro- 
ceeded from inſolence and pride. 

«< You are miſtaken,” ſaid Laura; © I 
never was inſolent, and I never had leſs 
reaſon to be proud; I was filent from con- 


tempt of ' an accuſation which I cannot 
think 
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' think you yourſelf believe to have any 
foundation.” 

Contempt!“ mike Zeluco, fiercely. 

« Contempt of a groundleſs accuſation,” 
replied Laura. 
* Your contempt is affected, Madam,“ 
ſaid Zeluco; but your melancholy 19 
real.” 

8 My melancholy is indeed real,” ai 
Laura, burſting into tears, | 

After uttering ſome ſhocking obſerva- 
tons on her being ſo much affected, and 
the ſuppoſed cauſe, he ſaid, © I am going 
to the country for a few days, Madam, and 
leave you to mourn that your minion is not 
at mw to comfort you during wy ab- 


ſence.” 
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CHAP. IXXIX. 


The Portrait. 


AURA gave free way to the fulneſs 


of her ſorrow for a conſiderable time 
after her huſband left her; but at laſt, fear- 


ing that her mother might call and obſerve 
the traces of affliction on her countenance, 


ſhe went to Signora Sporza's, that ſhe might 


have time to recover herſelf, in ſome de- 
gree, before ſhe ſhould meet with Madame 


de Seidlits. 


The ſervant did not "vow that the Baron 


Carloſtein was with his miſtreſs, he there- 
fore told Laura that Signora Sporza was 


alone, and immediately introduced her 


into the room, where ſhe found them con- 


verſing together. 
L have been juſt telling the Baron, my 


dear,” ſaid Signora Sporza to Laura as ſhe. 
entered, © that I have a letter to write; I. 
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beg therefore you will entertain him till l 
return.” 

| Carloſtein perceived the marks of an. 
guiſh which the laſt ſcene with her huſ- 
band had left on the countenance of Laura; 
and he conjectured rightly reſpecting the 
cauſe. Without aſking a queſtion, or ut- 
by tering a ſyllable, his countenance expreſſed 

a thouſand. tender inquietudes on her ac- 
count. After a conſiderable ſilence, he at 
length ſaid, Would to Heaven, Madam, 
it were in my power to alleviate your ſor- 
row, Or contribute in any degree to your 
happineſs!” : „ „ 
._ 8 My oder repeated Laura, raiſ- 

ing her ſpread hands, and throwing up her 
eyes to Heaven. 

« Yes, Madam,” cried Carloſtein with 
great emotion; your happinefs, which is 
dearer to me than my own, or rather which 
more than my 1 concern, 2 * 


own.“ 
e why ſaid Laura, ſhould your 


fair proſpects be obſcured by the tempeſts 


in which mine —— here the checked 
3 herſelf, 
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herſelf, and then added,“ my thoughts 
are diſturbed, Sir, I am not well. —I know 
not what 1 ſay.“ 

& have long dreaded,” ſaid Catloſtein, 
© that you were not fortunate i in all your 
connections; but you are bleſſed in ſome 
beyond the uſual lot; you have the beſt of 
mothers, a brother who adores you, and 
friends who would cheerfully expoſe them- 
ſelves to every fatigue and danger to ſerve 
you.“ 

« My brother, Sir,” faid Laura «« firſt 
taught me to value his friend ; I learned 
the leſſon in my childhood, and it were 
vain for me to affect not being pleaſed. with 
the intereſt you take in me ; but a ſeries of 
unlucky incidents has involved me in a 
net of miſery from which the endeavours 
of all my friends cannot diſentangle me.— 
Happineſs and tranquillity are fled far from 
me, I attempt not to recover what is be- 
yond my graſp.” Here ſhe burſt into a 
freſh flood of tears, and Carloſtein had 
bathed her hand with his, while in the 


exceſs of her deſpair ſhe was inſenſible that 
Vol. II. 8 he 
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he had hold of it. He attempted to com- 
fort her by every ſuggeſtion that could con- 


vey hope or conſolation.—** No!“ ex 


claimed ſhe; death muſt be my only 
comfotter; there is no hope for ſo com- 
plete a wretch as J am, but in the grave; 


—and miſerable creature that I am,” re- 
ſumed ſhe, after a pauſe z © I cannot 


without reluctance even wiſh for that laſt 


refuge of the miſerable; how can I have 
the heart to wiſh for eaſe to myſelf, know- 
ing as I do, that it cannot be obtained but 


at the expence of my poor mother, who 
would be left a prey to remorſe, Horror 
and deſpair !* 


Carloſtein then in the on mpatlilag | 


manner, and with all the eloquence ot -* 
paſſion, declared the higheſt eſteem and 
attachment to her; that he would conſider 


it as the greateſt honour and happineſs he 
could ever enjoy to attempt whatever could 
tend to her eaſe or ſatisfation; that he 


eſteemed fortune, and life itſelf, as valu- 
able only .in as much as they ſhould enable 


him 
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1 
him to ſerve her, whoſe happineſs was far bY. 


dearer to him than life. 

« Alas!” cried Laura, © the comple- Ul 
tion of my miſery is the being ſenſible that 3 
you can be of no ſervice to me. I am con- "nf 

vinced that your generous friendſhip would 
excite you to exertions of difficulty and 
danger in my favour; but I am in that 
hopeleſs ſtate, that my beſt friends, thoſe 
united to me by blood, as well as thoſe 
attached by ſentiment, muſt ſtruggle equal- 
ly in vain to free me from the horrid rock 
of miſery to which I am fixed by chains 
which no earthly hand can break.“ 

wy Accurſed chains!“ cried Carloſtein, 
** they were forged i in hell, and ovght not 

to bind an angel!” | 

« They will ever bind me,” ſaid Laura, 

“ O lovelieſt and deareſt of women!“ 
cried Carloſtein, with enthuſiaſm; © why 
did I not know you ſooner ; often did I 
hear the praiſes of the accompliſhed Laura 
Seidlits—whom I had only ſeen in child- 
hood; but could I | imagine there was ſuch 

8 2 perfection, 
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perfection, fuch elegance, ſuch ſoul - ſub- 
duing lovelineſs, united in woman?“ 


- Declarations of this nature, uttered with 
all the energy of truth and paſſion, by a2 
graceful and amiable man, for whom ſhe 
had the warmeſt friendſhip, at a time when 
ſhe was full of indignation at the brutal 
behaviour of a hated huſband, could not 
fail to make a lively impreſſion on the heart 
of Laura, endued with exquiſite ſenſibility, 
and formed for friendſhip and love. 

Why did not your brother and I,” 
claimed Carloſtein, e follow you to 17 
fooner?— Why did we loiter at Berlin and 
Vienna while the fiends were weaving this 
web of wretchedneſs ? —O! would to heaven 
we had hurried directly to Naples! . 

. Would you had!“ ſaid ths in a 
languid voice. 

7 Bleſs you—blefs you, my des for 
that wiſh!” cried Carloſtein, encircling her 
waiſt with his arms. 
In this ſituation Laura ſeemed for a ſhort 


ume to have loſt the power of recolleQion; 
7 but 


but raiſing her eyes, they met the portrait 
of her father, which hung on the oppoſite 
| wall of the room.—She gave a ſudden 
ſcream, and ſtruggled to get free, 


« What 1s the matter, my angel? ? ſaid 
Carloſtein. 


cc Ah! looſe me —onhand me, Sir,” 


cried ſhe with a voice of terror, and ſprung 


from his yielding arms. 
«© What terrifies you?“ ſaid he. 


4 Look there!” cried ſhe, pointing to 
the portrait. 


1 ee a picture, ſaid CarlbAcin; 


I ſee an angry father,” ſaid Laura, 
with a trembling voice. 


Carloſtein then endeavoured to ſooth and 


calm her ſpirits by the moſt endearing ex- 


preſſions; but as often as he approached 


her, ſhe moved from him, and entreated 
him to be gone. 


*© If I have offended you, cried he, 


© moſt earneſtly do I beg your forgive- 
neſs.” 


* I cannot forgive myſelf, > replied 
Laura. 


8 3 « In 
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e In what are you to blame, angel of 
purity ?” exclaimed he. 

"2m Leave me; O leave me!” repeated 
ſhe; „ it is not meet for us to be thus to- 
gether, —Pray withdraw.“ | 

„When ſhall I ſee you again?“ ſaid Care 
loſtein, in a plaintive voice, 

Fou ſhall hear from me ſoon,” an- 
ſwered ſhe ; © but at preſent, if you have 
any eſteem for me, leave me.” 

_ Carloſtein retired, and Laura turning 
to the portrait of her father, continued 
for a conſiderable time contemplating i it with 

_ earneſtneſs, and then exclaimed, ** Bleſſed 

effigy of one to whom honour was dearer 
than life, how much am 1 veholden to 
you!” 

When Signora Sporza returned, ſhe 
ſeemed {ſurpriſed at the abſence of Carlo- 
ſtein. Laura ſaid, he was obliged to go, 
and immediately turned the diſcourſe ta 
other ſubjects. | 

The two following days Carloſtein found 
no opportunity of ſeeing Laura; being un- 
eaſy at the idea of having offended her, 


Z ite O. 279 
he told Signora Sporza that he was afraid 
her friend had miſunderſtood ſome part of 
his conduct which he wiſhed to explain, 
and begged ſhe would deliver a letter for 
that purpoſe, as he was unwilling to ſend 
it by a ſervant. 
Signora Sporza complied in die re- 
queſt, and the next day preſented him with 
the following anſwer from Laura. 


* To the Baron CAR LOST EIN. 


8 The uneaſineſs you expreſs at the idea 
of my being diſpleaſed with you, may now 
be at an end.—I never thought you ca- 
pable of any formed plan inconſiſtent with 
my honour. But I am ſenſible that the 
pleaſure I took in your converſation, and 
in the thoughts of your friendſhip, has 
led me into improprieties and dangers 
which a prudent and 'virtuous woman 
ſhould avoid. ts 

„The ties by which J am bound to 
my huſband are ſacred, however miſerable 
they render me. Although his behaviour 
8 4 deprives 
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deprives him of my eſteem, it cannot juſtify 
my ill conduct. 
„ Having ſaid this, you cannot, with 
reaſon, blame the reſolution I have taken, 
never again to meet you alone. I am 
perſuaded, my couſin Sporza would not 
have permitted ſuch meetings if ſhe had 
not a higher opinion of me than I de- 
ſerve. 255 

„It will be vain for you to endea- 
your to prove the innocence or ſafety 
of our meeting as formerly; the only 
effect of ſuch an attempt would be to 
diminiſh the good opinion I entertain of 
. you. 
Adieu, and may Heaven bleſs you ! 
Every proof of regard and confidence, con- 


ſiſtent with duty, you may always expect 
from the wretched 


LAURA. 
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H AF. 


— Miſeri quibus 
Intentata nites. Hor. 


OWEVER vexed Carloſtein was at 

the thoughts of being deprived of 
the pleaſure of ſeeing Laura as formerly, 
he was too well convinced of the propriety 
of her conduct, and too much afraid of 
loſing her good opinion, to make any im- 
mediate attempt to prevail on herto alter it. 

He immediately ſignified, in a letter 
which Signora Sporza delivered to her, his 
gratitude for the friendſhip with which the 
honoured him; adding, that although he 
perceived not any danger in the meetings 
which ſhe had determined to diſcontinue, 
yet he acquieſced in her deciſion, and 
would conform himſelf in that, and in every 
thing elſe, to her pleaſure, 


\ 


He 
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He ſaw her occaſionally, however, at 
her own houſe, where he was frequently 
Invited by Zeluco; and as, after the ſcene 
at Signora Sporza's, Laura's behaviour to 
Carloſtein was a little more conſtrained than 

uſual, Zeluco was more and more con- 
vinced that his wife ſtruggled in vain to 
_ conceal the diſlike ſhe had to him. 

It is probable that he would have diſ. 
covered his miſtake in this particular, had 
not his mind been engroſſed by his paſſion 

for Nerina, for whom he had taken a 
| little villa at ſome diſtance from Naples, 
where his viſits, he imagined, would be 
leſs obſerved than while ſhe lived in town. 

The ſymptoms of pregnancy became 
apparent on Laura, which rendered the re- 
tirement ſhe loved more expedient than 
ever; and as Zeluco was ſeldom at home, 
| ſhe was for ſeveral months almoſt entirely 

relieved from his jealouſy, ill humour, and 
- fondneſs. . | 

In truth, Nerina had as little affection 

for Zeluco as Laura had; but it was much 


eaſier for the one to feign ſentiments 
which 
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which ſhe had not, than the other ; the 
firſt had been reared from her infancy in 
the ſchool of ſimulation ; in her all the 
alluring tricks of educated artifice were 
engrafted on a diſpoſition naturally frau- 
dulent. The other was habituated to 
truth; had ſhe been inclined to diſſemble, 
ſhe muſt have failed from want of prac- 
tice. And if both had been equally miſ- 
treſſes of deceit, ſtill Nerina would have 
had the eaſier taſk in affecting to love 
Zeluco; ſhe only had to get the better of 
indifference, whereas Laura had to over= 
come averſion, - tt 
| Zeluco had, from the hour of his mar- 
riage, obſerved extreme coldneſs in Laura; 
and although, from a very ſhort period 
after their union, he had never been able 
ſo far to overcome the natural ſulkineſs of 
his character as to make a fair trial to 
gain her affection, yet he conſidered her 
want of it as a crime; for ſelf- love made 
him think it impoſſible that a woman ſhould 
be cold to him, who was not capriciouſly 
prepoſſeſſed in favour of another. 


Nerina 
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Nerina had two objects in view: the 
one was to perſuade Zeluco that Laura 
was attached to another man; the other 
that ſhe berſelf was deſperately fond of him. 
She had hitherto found no plauſible oppor- 
tunity of inſinuating the firſt, but ſhe en- 
deavoured to convince him of the ſecond by 
ten thouſand little attentions, by flattering 
fits of jealouſy, by occaſional reſiſtance, and 
other allurements, which ſhe well knew 
how to vary opportunely ; ſhe had already 
drawn very conſiderable ſums of money 
from him, and had acquired ſuch an aſ- 
cendency over him as ſhe hoped to improve 
into a complete and abſolute ſway. 
If Zeluco happened to dine for two days 
ſucceſſively at home, or to mention Laura 
with any degree of reſpect, he was ſure 
| ſoon after to find Nerina in apparent lan- 
guor and oſtentatious dejection of ſpirits: 
when queſtioned by him on the cauſe, ſhe _ 
ſighed, affeted to hide her tears, and 
begged that he would not enquire into 
the cauſe of that for which ſhe had too 


much reaſon to fear there was no remedy. 
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On being farther urged, ſhe would ſob, 
ſhiver, and fall into a convulſive fainting ; 
and when ſhe had performed this with 
admirable nicety of action, the ſeemed to 
recover, and after a freſh diſcharge of tears, 
lamented the ſeverity of her fate, in being 
paſſionately fond of a man who, after the 
ſacrifice ſhe had made, preferred another to 
her; and what was ſtill more mortifying, 
one who hated and deſpiſed him. 

At other times ſhe inſinuated that his 
wife s relations formed a cabal to manage 
him entirely ; that they had already taken 
advantage of the eaſy generoſity of his 
temper, and prevailed on him to ſettle a 
large portion of his fortune on her and her 
children, and had plans of carrying their 
rapacious views till farther, ſo that in a 
| ſhort time he would be little more than a 

factor on his own eſtate, 
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CHAP, IXXxXI. 


The Diſpleaſure 7 Captain Seidlits; —the 
_ Diftreſs of Laura ;—the Prudence of Car. 
Hein, —and good Senſe of Mr. N—, 


JoM E time after Seidlits returned from 

his tour he heard of this connexion 
with Nerina, and perceived, with an in- 
dignation which he could ill ſuppreſs, that 
Zeluco had not the ſame degree of attention 
for Laura that he formerly diſplayed. 


Captain Seidlits dropt ſome expreſſions 
to that effect in the preſence of his ſiſter. 
She was alarmed at the conſequence of his 
harbouring ſuch ſuſpicion, and endeavour- 
ed to remove it; but fearing that ſhe had 
not ſucceeded, ſhe earneſtly begged that he 
would not ruin her mother's peace by men” 
tioning | his RR to her. 


« It 


a 
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« It is not to your mother, but to your 
huſband, I mean to talk on the occaſion,” 
ſaid he. 
Laura then endeavoured to convince him 
of the impropriety of his interfering un- 
deſired between man and wife, adding, 


reſt he took in whatever concerned her, that 
it was her pride and happineſs to have ſuch 
a friend and protector, and that ſhe would 
apply to him freely when ſhe needed his 
interpoſition. 


temper, that ſhe renewed her remonſtrances 
frequently on this ſubject. It happened 
with great pain, that Seidlits could with 


returned the civilities 0 the other in a very 
cold manner. 


in the preſence of Signora Sporza, ſhe ac- 
quainted Carloſtein with the cauſe of her 


Over 


That ſhe was ſenſible of the fraternal inte- 


Laura was ſo diſtruſtful of Per brother's 


once or twice that Zeluco entered the room 
on theſe very occaſions, and ſhe remarked 


difficulty conceal his feelings, and that he 


This increaſed her 1 ſo much, thay 


uneaſineſs, and entreated him to watch 
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over his friend, and endeavour to diſſuade 
him from a conduct fraught with the moſt 
diſmal conſequences. Carloſtein expreſſed 
his ſatisfaction at the confidence which ſhe 
placed in him, and promiſed to do every 
thing in his power to prevent what ſhe 
dreaded. 
4, Carloſtein ſoon after happened to meet 
his friend Seidlits walking by himſelf, and 
ruminating on the various inſtances he had 
obſerved of neglect or ill-uſage on the part 
of Zeluco towards Laura. 
« You ſeem thoughtful, my friend,” 
ſaid Carloſtein;“ ſomething vexes you.” 
0 Something does vex me, ſaid Scid- 
lits. 
Vou do not intend then, I hope, that 
it ſhould be a ſecret to me.” 
« No, certainly. —This Zeluco, I fear, 
does not uſe my ſiſter as ſhe deſerves.” 
l do not know who could,” ſaid Carlo 
Kein. 
He ſeems to be of a a fulky, 1 temper, 


ſaid Seidlits. 


1 if 


1 


« Tf that be the caſe, it is a misfortune 


to all who are connected with him,” re- 
plied Carloftein, © but moſt of all to him- 


feinen . 

&« But it ought. to be a misfortune to 
himſelf only,” ſaid Seidlits, * not to her 
who has the ſweeteſt temper on earth; 


and I am determined that his ill humour 
| ſhall not make my ſiſter unhappy.— The 


ſame world ſhall not contain me and the 
man who behaves ill to Laura Seidlits.— 
III tell him ſo this very day.” 


„Have you any n inſtance 
of ill ä to complain of ?” ſaid Carlo« 


ſtein. 


«© Why there is this woman,” replied 


Seidlits, © this Nerina, with whom he paſſes 


ſo much of his time; that muſt be morti- 


fying to my ſiſter, and ſhews what a brute 
heis; and beſides, his general manner to 


her 18 not kind and attentive as it ought to 
be, and as it ſhall be, „hat I am determined 


935 


On. 


what anſwer do you think you would 


Vox. II. 5 give 


8 My dear Seidlits,” ſaid Carloſtein, 


renee ” 
_ — 4 
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give to any man who ſhould tell You; that 
he did not approve of your keeping com- 
pany with a particular woman, and that 


you ought to behave with more attention 
and kindneſs to your wife ?” 


e Well, if any man did ſpeak to me in 
that manner, I ſhould certainly give him 
ſatisfaction one way or other.” 


« That kind of ſatisfaction is eaſily 


given,” ſaid Carloſtein ; © but your object 
is to promote your fiſter's happineſs ?” _ 


« My fole object!“ replied Seidlits. 

Ho would it be promoted ſhould you 
fall?” ſaid Carloſtein. 

« Why, that kind of reaſoning. might 
be applied with equal juſtneſs, if I ſhould 


demand ſatisfaction of the man who pulled 
| me'by the noſe. You might aſk what ſa- 
tisfaQtion I ſhould receive in caſe I myſelf 


ſhould fall. In ſhort,” continued Seidlits, 
« this is not an affair of reaſoning, but of 
feeling; and, by Heavens! this fellow ſhall 
not behave improperly to my fiſter,” 

„ Since it is entirely an affair of feel- 


ing,” replied Carloſtein, * ſome regard 


12 | 2 mould 


— Cai 
ſhould be paid to the feelings of her who 
is chiefly concerned, Has your ſiſter 
erer complained of her huſband, or given 
you any hint of his having treated her 
ill?“ 

« You know,” replied Seidlits, “ of 
what heavenly mildneſs her diſpoſition is; 
ſhe will bear much without complaining.” 


« But as ſhe has never mentioned any 
thing in the nature of complaint to you,” 
ſaid Carloſtein, ** it is poſſible that part of 
what you ſuſpect is groundleſs; and if ſhe 
bas reaſon to complain of ſome things, it 
is probable that ſhe conſiders them of far 
less moment than what ſhe would ſuffer 
by your quarrelling with her huſband, On 
the whole, it is clear that you ought to 
have a little patience, till it is more evident 
that your ſuſpicions are well founded, and 
then I ſhall be happy to concur with you 
in taking the moſt likely meaſures for your 
ſiſter's relief.” . 

Although Seidlits remained convinced 
that his ſiſter had cauſe to complain of her 
huſband's conduct, yet Carloſtein at length 

T 2 bbtained 
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obtained his promiſe that he would not 
ſpeak on the ſubject to Zeluco, without 
firſt acquainting his friend. 


When Carloſtein gave an account of this 
converſation to Laura, notwithſtanding his 


ſoftening ſome parts of it, ſhe continued 
exceedingly apprehenſive of ſome fatal 
ſcene between her huſband and brother, 
She again mentioned her apprehenſions to 
Carloſtein in the preſence of Signora Sporza, 


and knowing that it was part of their plan 


| 


to viſit Sicily before their return to Ger- 
many, ſhe expreſſed her wiſhes that Carlo- 
ſtein would prevail on her brother to ſet out 
with him immediately. peat © 


As at this time Laura's ſpirits were much 


dejected, and as ſhe found in the company 
of her brother and Carloſtein the only cor- 
dial which could raiſe or ſupport them, 
nothing but the affection which ſhe had 


for her brother, and the dread of his being 
involved in a quarrel with her huſband, 


could have enabled her to reſiſt the argu- 
ments which the Baron could not help 


urging againſt their leaving Naples til 
S 28 ee 


hin — 722. ew Sts: 


© 
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ſhe ſhould recover from her lying-in, and 
in this he was aſſiſted by Signora Sporza. - 

Laura's own inclinations were on the ſame 
fide with the eloquence of Carloſtein, yet 
ſhe had the firmneſs to perſevere in her re- 
queſt that they would depart; ſhe even 
uſed the circumſtance of her being ſoon to 
be confined as a freſh argument: For 

ſince during my confinement I cannot ſee 
my friends at any rate,” ſaid ſhe, it is 
beſt that you ſeize that interval for your 
tour; and by the time you return, I ſhall 
be ſufficiently well to enjoy your company.“ 

Carloſtein therefore gave up the point, 
and prevailed on Seidlits to adopt the mea- 
ſure which his ſiſter had propoſed ; “ For 
you muſt recolle&,” ſaid he to Captain 
Seidlits, “the preſent ſtate of your ſiſter's 

health; whatever you may ultimately re- 
ſolve on, therefore, every altercation between 
you and Zeluco muſt be avoided at preſent, 
as you would avoid her deſtruction.” 

Their journey was agreed on; Mr. N—, 
Who had talked of accompanying. them, 
Was prevented; but he ſupped in company 


e with 
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with them and Signora Sporza at Madame 
de Seidlits's the night preceding their de- 
parture. Laura endeavoured to be cheer. 
ful, partly to hide her concern for the ab. 
ſence of Carloſtein, and partly to convince 
her brother that the was not ſo unhappy 
as he imagined. The effort was ſuperior 
to her ſtrength of mind; for although ſhe 
bid adieu to her brother with compoſure, 
ſhe trembled and turned pale when Carlo- 
| ſein took leave of her. This was obſerved | 
| by Mr. N—, who ſtood near him; and 
"I was not the firſt time that he had re- 
marked Laura's partiality for the Baron— 
which had no other effect on the generous 
| mind of this gentleman, than increaſing 
the regard he had for Carloſtein. His 
own attachment to Laura had never ex- 
ceeded the limits of friendſhip and high 
eſteem; he had from their firſt acquaint» 
ance endeavoured to guard againſt a paſſion 
for a woman of a different country and re- 
ligion from his own, Had Laura betrayed 
any ſymptoms of affection for him, it is 


more than Pr Wan his precautions would 
have 


have been vain; for when a man approves 
greatly of a woman's character and perſon, 
nothing is ſo likely to kindle approbation 
into love, as his imagining that love already 
exiſts within her breaſt rowards him. But 
Mr. N was too free from vanity, and 
had too much diſcernment, not to perceive 
that Laura's regard for him was unmixed 
vith paſſion; and the ſame diſcernment en- 
abled him to perceive that her attachment 
o Carloſtein was pure love. | 
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Her tongue bewitch'd as oddly as her eyes, 
| Leſs wit than mimic, more a wit than wiſe. 
. Pops, 


Ws morning on which he left Naples 
Captain Seidlits called once more on 
his ſiſter. She had paſſed an unquiet night: 
dejection and ſorrow were ſtrongly marked 
on her countenance. Seidlits was affected 
in a manner unuſual to him; while he em- 
braced her, on taking leave, tears were 
1 the eyes of both. Zeluco unexpettedly 
entered the room at that inſtant; Seidlits 
was fretted, and confuſed at this intruſion; 
he was abaſhed at being ſeen in tears, which 
he conſidered as a weakneſs unbecoming of 
a ſoldier. He ſaluted Zeluco in an em- 
barraſſed and abrupt manner, and hurried 
to Carloſtein, with whom he immediately 
embarked for Sicily. 
Laura 
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Laura continued weeping for a conſider- 


able time after her brother left the room, 
which prevented her remarking that Ze- 
luco was diſpleaſed at the ſcene of which he 
had been an unexpected witneſs, His ill 


humour was indeed ſo habitual, that it 


might have made little impreſſion on her 
although ſhe had. 

Carloſtein and Seidlits being gone, and 
Laura far advanced in her pregnancy, ſhe 
never went abroad but for a ſhort airing, 
or to paſs a few hours with her mother, or 


at Signora Sporza? s, where ſhe ſometimes 
met with Mr. N, for whom ſhe al- 
ways felt and avowed great eſteem. - 

Zeluco's time was almoſt entirely dedi- 


cated to Nerina, whoſe caprices increaſed 
in proportion to her influence over him, 


which, although they were generally di- 


rected to ſome intereſted point, were never 


carried farther than his temper, the varia- 


tions of which ſhe attentively watched, 


could bear. 


All her whims and caprices indeed were 
ſo completely under her command, and 


„ managed 
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managed with ſuch addreſs, that what has 
diſguſted many lovers with their miſtreſſes, 
were by her made to operate as ſtimulants 
to the paſſion of Zeluco when it ſeemed to 
SHES. 5 
She poſſeſſed the power of Aeg in an 
extraordinary degree; this ſhe exerciſed 
ſometimes in a manner that would have 
ſhocked a mind more delicate than that of 
Zeluco, but was admirably adapted to his; 
he accordingly had frequent recourſe to it 
againſt the dæmons of ennui and remorſe, 
who haunted him alternately. 
Nerina never mentioned Laura without 
the intention of turning her into ridicule, 
or infinuating ſomething to her diſadvan- 
tage, with frequent alluſions to her altered 
ſhape, and the complaints incident to wo- 
men in her ſituation. | 
Madame de Seidlits and Signora Sporza 
were alſo the frequent butts of her ſarcaſms; 
the firſt ſhe repreſented as an antiquated 
coquet, who, calling every auxiliary of the 
toilette in ſupport of her faded charms, 
ſtill attempted freſh conqueſts, * I am 
N = told, 
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told,“ ſaid Nerina, ** that the ridiculous 
old Lady ſtuns the ears of her yawning 
gueſts with the enumeration of her Ger- 
man admirers, Landgraves, Margraves, and 
Barons without number. But, my dear 
Sir, you ought really to give a hint to the 
imprudent old gentlewoman, not to indulge 
her vanity at the expence of her teeth; 
for you may depend upon it, the pronun- 
ciation of thoſe horrid names is one cauſe 
of their being ſo very looſe,' _ 
Signora Sporza ſhe repreſented as a 
woman of intrigue, who, finding that two 
of her poor relations hung a little heavy 


on her hands, had fobb'd off one of them 


upon him as a wife, and thus had ſecured 2 
comfortable maintenance for both. 


Her caricaturas were given with ſuch ex- 


quiſite pantomime and mimickry as might 
entertain thoſe who were not acquainted 
with the characters of the perſons ſhe in- 
tended to ridicule, but muſt have ſhocked 
every perſon of candour who was. 


In eſtabliſhing the influence which Ne- 


xina wiſhed to retain over Zeluco, the force 
of 
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of habit was now joined to the power of 
amuſing. Having accuſtomed himſelf to 
go to her at certain hours, he knew not 
how to fill up thoſe hours without her, 
and the deſire of viſiting her returned pe- 
riodically. In the midſt of apparent levity, 
and ſeeming want of deſign, ſhe obſerved 
a predetermined plan in moſt parts of her 
conduct to him; and often when he ima- 
gined her entirely vacant, or occupied in 
ſome very frivolous amuſement, ſhe was 
endeavouring to penetrate into his ſenti- 
ments reſpecting certain ſubjects which ſhe 
thought he might naturally wiſh to con- 
ceal from her. In conſequence of this, it 
ſtruck her, that notwithſtanding Zeluco's 
| paſſion for Laura was greatly cooled, and 
in ſpite of the pains ſhe had taken to make 
her ridiculous in his eyes, yet he ſtil] re- 
tained a high eſteem for her character. In- 
dications of this, to the infinite mortifica- 
tion of Nerina, broke from him uninten- 
tionally ſometimes, at the very inſtant 
when ſhe was labouring to give him a 
very different impreſſion. As Nerina was 
doubtful 
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doubtful whether ſhe herſelf had any hold 


of Zeluco by this ſentiment of eſteem, ſhe 
was determined not to leave it in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the woman whom ſhe conſidered 
as her enemy. She ſecretly informed her- 
ſelf, therefore, of Laura's conduct and man- 
ner of paſſing her time, with a view to diſ- 
cover ſome ground upon which a fabric of 


falſehood injurious to the character of Laura 


might be raiſed; and after having for ſome 


time purſued theſe reſearches, by the means 


of her ſpies and other agents, without ſuc- 
ceſs, ſhe at laſt formed one of the moſt hor- 
rid projects that ever entered into the head 


of a pr ofligate woman. The ſhocking idea 
ſuggeſted itielf to her, in conſequence of 


her having obſerved, that, of late, Zeluco 
diſplayed a particular diſlike to Captain 
Seidlits, and of his mentioning to her ſome- 
thing of his wife's grief at parting with 


her brother, and endeavouring to ridicule. 


the pathetic manner in which they had 
taken leave of each other. 


i} 
ix 
1 
'» 
Ut, 
bs 
3? 
j 
f 
iF 
| 
. 
bt 
is 
E 
hl 
l 
4 
r 
1 
x 
1 4 1 
1 
* 


. En IEG ner i Lobo Biocon — — — py — 


I 
—— — = _ — 8 2 — — — in — n — — — e 2 * — 2 
2 5 — 2 2 4 r — EIS EP 2 * — e 
mw_ n * 8 - = vs i 4. Z 8 2 — x 8 
CORES eo ĩͤ v 777 * 
2 r — © . — 1 ; x S — 


— 
* 

— — — 

7. ; A * 


— Let 
8 


* e e 1 8 n a> 15 == 
CCF 


. 
— 8 
— 


— — 
— — V?Huͤ— n — 


302 2 E I. U. 


CHAP. LXXXII. 


Orban, ia Aimuliſque agitabat amaris. 
Vino, 


N gue time, however, Laura was ſafely 

delivered of a ſon; and as her huſband 
{:1dom went near her, even to aſk how ſhe 
did, ſhe had a very quick and complete 


recovery; in little more than a month after 
her delivery, ſhe was at church, where Ne- 
rina had the mortification of ſeeing her 
with undiminiſhed beauty, and in all the 
grace of elegant ſimplicity. She could not 
but obſerve that Laura attracted the regard 
and commanded the admiration of all the 
ſpectators, while ſhe herſelf, although oſten 
tatiouſly dreſſed, was paſſed over without 
attention by the eyes of thoſe who did not 
know her, and with looks of diſdain by 


thoſe who did. Had Nerina been aware 
| 75 5 * 


of Laura's coming, ſhe would have avoided 
ſach an occaſion of compariſon, well Know- 
ing that the ſentiments: of the ſpectators 


would be againſt her. This incident, how- 


ever, redoubled her malice againſt Laura, 
particularly as it happened at a time when 


ſhe was already fretted at Laura's having 


a ſon; and the apprehenſion that he might 
be the means of turning the heart of Ze- 
luco from herſelf to his wife, 


In proſecution of her plan, Nerina ſome 
times introduced the mention of Captain 


Seidlits, remarking with a careleſs and un- 
| deſigning air, that he was conſidered by 
many people as the handſomeſt man in 
Naples. 


Zeluco laughed at this, ſaying, That 
they were no great judges of male beauty 


who harboured ſuch an opinion. 

Jet in the opinion of moſt people,” 
ſaid Nerina, * they are the 67% judges ; for 
you may think what you pleaſe, but this is 
a very general notion among the ladies.” 

e did not know before,” ſaid Zeluco, 
that the proportions of a porter, and the 
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ſtrut of a Pruſſian ſerjeant, had been fo 
much to their taſte.” 5 

The blunt frankneſs of his manner 
is certainly better adapted to a camp than a 


drawing- room, rejoined Nerina, * yet he 


undoubtedly is a very great favourite with 


the Neapolitan ladies; many of whom are 


thought to have cultivated the acquaintance 
of your wife, and ſung her praiſes where- 
ever there was a likelihood of their being 
repeated, for no other reaſon, than that 


they might be on a good footing with him; 
for his great affection for his ſiſter, and 

her influence with bim, are pretty generally 
known.“ 


Theſe hints, however, had no hs; im- 


mediate effect, than drawing from Zeluco 


ſome ſarcaſms againſt the perſon or addreſs 


: of Captain Seidlits. 


In the mean time, the infant increaſed in 
ſtrength and beauty, and began io diſtin- 


guiſh objects; and one day in particular, 
being dandled by the nurſe, he ſmiled in 


the face of Zeluco. Hard of heart and 


| unfeeling as he was, the ſmiles of his child 


melted 
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melted him into tenderneſs, —He caught 
the infant in his arms, and, yielding to the 
power of nature, he indulged the affection 


of a father. 
The pleaſure of thoſe ales: made ſo 


ſtrong an impreſſion, that he could not re- 


frain from praiſing the beauty of the child 
in the preſence of Nerina. : 
Theſe praiſes from him were gall and 
wormwood to her; they made her for a 
moment forget her uſual caution, and riſk 
diſcovering her aim by precipitation. 


e The child muſt of courſe be ſtrong and 


handſome,” ſaid ſhe; © for I hear he is the 
expreſs image of Captain Seidlits.—“ Cap- 
tain Seidlits!“ repeated Zeluco. 

5 Ves, rejoined ſhe, with a careleſs 


air, « nothing can be more natural; the 


Captain being Sa brother to the child's 
mother,” 


* I never remarked any ſuch reſem- 


blance,” ſaid Leluco, after a conſiderable 
| pauſe. 
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have been ſtruck with the kkeneſs, — be 
miſtaken.” _ 
Perceiving that her infinuation had taken 
effect, with an air of careleſs levity, ſhe 
turned the diſcourſe to other ſubjects; Ze- 
Tuco did not attempt to bring it back to 
this, but was at intervals thoughtful and 


muſing through the reſt of the evening; 


of this Nerina took no notice, but by gay 
and licentious ſongs, by mimickry and a 
thouſand playful tricks, ſeemed intent on 
nothing but amuſing herſelf and him. 
The poiſon which this artful woman thus 
adminiſtered continued to ferment in the 


mind of Zeluco, and occupied his thoughts 
by day and night. A long familiarity with 


vice; and every ſpecies of profligacy, made 


that appear probable to him, which to a man 


of integrity would ſeem next to impoſſible. 
He now called to his remembrance many 
circumſtances in themſelves frivolous, and 
which had made no impreſſion when they 
occurred, but which now added ſtrength to 
the horrid inſinuations of Nerina. The mu- 
tual regard which had always appeared be- 
> tween 


* 


tween Laura and her brother—thelr ſequeſ- 
tered walks at the firſt arrival of Seidlits— 
| his frequent viſits to his ſiſter when alone 
—her eagerneſs to have him inſtead of 
Carloſtein in the carriage with her when 


they returned from Baia their mutual ten- 


derneſs when they laſt parted, the confuſion. 
which Seidlits had betrayed, and his abrupt 
departure on Zeluco's entering the room— 
and finally, the reſemblance which he ima- 


gined had ſtruck ſo many people between 
Captain Seidlits and the child. He alſo re- 


collected, that although his marriage took 
place five weeks. before Seidlits arrived at 


Naples, yet the child was not born till near 


ten months after that period, 

To thoſe circumſtances a ridiculous inci- 
dent gave a degree of ſupport, which, in 
the diſturbed imagination of Zeluco, a- 
mounted to full proof. 


He entered the nurſery one day when he 


knew that Laura was not there; after talk- 
ing a little to the nurſe about the child, he 


had the weakneſs to ſay, for the inſinua- 


tions of Nerina deprived him of cool re- 


2 flection, 
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flection, he had the weakneſs to fay to the 
nurſe, © Which of your Lady's relations 
do you think this child reſembles moſt?” 
« La, Sir, replied the nurſe, * why, his | 
own father, ſure.” 
Idiot, which of my wife s relations, 1 
ſay ?” added Zeluco. 
Laura's maid, who was vreſent, wiſhing 
to correct the nurſe's want of accuracy, in- 
terpoſed, ſaying, © Your excellency, you 
know, is my cap relation by marriage, 
though not by blood“. g 
* Who deſired you to interfere, miſ- 
treſs? ' ſaid Zeluco, angrily; then turn- 
ing to the nurſe, he reſumed: Do you 
not think he is like his uncle ren Seid- | 
: litsd“ 
Eu Jeſu, Maria!” cried the nurſe, © What | 
makes your excellency think ſo?” 
“ Speak without evafion, woman, ex- 
claimed Zeluco. Do you not think him 
like my wife 8 brother, Captain Seidlits?” _ 
O Lord, yes, an't pleaſe your excel- 
lency, cried the nurſe, terrified at his man- 
ner; © very like Captain Seidlits.”” 
1 RT ro os „0 Yau 


* EL UCWw-: :: 30 
er You have heard many people remark 
it,“ continued he; have you not?” 

A great many indeed,” cried the nurſe, 
who began now to think, that as Seidlits 
was a ſtately man, Zeluco was flattered by 
his child being thought like him; beſides, | 
ſhe was ſo flurried by his paſſionate manner 
of queſtioning, that ſhe would have echoed 
back whatever queſtion he could have 
aſked. 

But Laura's maid, who had been ſilenced 

at the beginning, could no longer reſtrain 
herſelf; for ſhe had ſuſpected Zeluco of 
jealouſy ever ſince the adventure of the 
mirror; and imagined that his preſent 
queſtioning proceeded from the ſame mo- 
tive. 

How dare you utter ſuch a horrid 
Os cried the maid to the nurſe, 

* you baſe lying huſſy, you?“ 

It is you who are a lying huſſy,“ re- 
torted the nurſe. 

Who did you ever hear ſay ſuch a 
thing??? ſaid the maid. | 2 
U3 Tube 
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The nurſe meant to injure Laura no more 
than the maid; but was ſo piqued at the 
maid's attack, © at her own veracity's 
being called in queſtion, that ſhe was ready 
to have ſupported the lie ſhe had been 
frightened into, by her ſolemn oath, rather 
than have yielded the point to the maid, 
« Who did I ever hear ſay it? I have 
| heard a hundred,” ſaid the nurſe boldly, 
« A hundred! O wretch!” cried the 
maid, turning up her eyes. -. 
- [66 Ay. a thouſand, ten thouſand, 3 conti 
nued the nurſe, 
6s You never did, you never could,” ex- 
claimed the maid, c for the child reſembles 
his own father.” - 
ha That does not prevent his being ex- 
ceedingly like Captain Seidlits,” continued 
the nurſe; and I am convinced, if he 
lives, that he will be as ſtately a man to the 
full.“ e 
Hold your ſcandalous tongue,” vocis 
ferated the maid, © you vile, worthleſs, 
lying wretch; the child reſpeblee no man 
but my maſter,” 


« He 
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8 He is ten thouſand times liker Cap- 
tain Seidlits, cried the nurſe, in a violent 
rage; © and all the world think ſo, and ſay 
ſo.” | 

« All the world!” exclaimed the maid, 
lifting her eyes and arms. 

« Yes, all the world,” repeated the 


| nurſe; «and if you will only call them 


into the room, they will tell you fo to your 
face.” 


Zeluco withdrew, frowning and biting 


his lips. Madame de Seidlits with Laura 
came into the room ſoon after, and the al- 
tercation ceaſed. 
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CHA P. LXXXIV. 


| The Pang” of vi cious Confidences—Indig. F. 


nation of Laura. 


N his preſent ſtate of mind, Zeluco 
might naturally have queſtioned his 
confidential valet on the ſubject, to know 


| what he had remarked reſpecting the beha- | 


viour of Laura and her brother; but this 


man was no longer on the ſame footing 


with him that he had formerly ben. 
The valet had long beheld with indig- 
nation the influence which Nerina gained 
with his maſter, and endeavoured to coun- 
teract it by every means in his power; but 
in beſieging the heart and retaining the 


favour of a perſon of Zeluco's character, 
Nerina was a more ſkilful engineer than 


the valet; beſides, ſhe made uſe of more 


powerful artillery than he was poſſeſſed of. 


Nerins 5 


the aſcendency, did not chuſe that Zeluco 


ſhould have an old confidential ſervant 


about him, who was not devoted to her in- 
tereſt, She took every opportunity of diſ- 


guſting the maſter with this man, while by 
many underhand means ſhe endeavoured 


to render the man equally tired of the 
maſter; pretending all the while that ſhe 
was the valet's friend. 

The fellow was not fo eafily duped as ſhe 


imagined; convinced of her enmity, de- 


ſpairing of regaining the favour of Zeluco, 

and prompted by hatred to both, he waited 
ſecretly on Signora Sporza, gave her a cir- 
cumſtantial account of the pretended rob- 
bers who had attacked Laura and her on 


their return from Mount Veſuvius; and 


aſſured her that he himſelf had charged 
the piſtols with powder only, but when it 
appeared from Zeluco's wound, that one of 


them had been loaded with ball, he faid, 
he recollected that in a ſmall box in his 


maſter's writing-deſk, he had ſeen four 


piſtol bullets the day immediately preced- 
ing 
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Nerina therefore, having completely gained 
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ing, the expedition; and that on examining 
the ſame box at his return, he found only 
two, from which he concluded that Zeluco 
had ſecretly put the other brace into the 
piſtol delivered to the ſervant, with an in- 
tention no doubt of murdering Signora 
Sporza, for he had given the ſervant par- 
ticular directions to fire it in her face: That 
the wounding of Zeluco, therefore, was in- 
tirely accidental, owing to the hurry of the 
Tervant, and the balls having miſſed her. 
The valet finiſhed his narrative, by de- 
claring, that his motive in giving her this 
information, was good-will to Signora 
Sporza, againſt whom Zeluco ſtill retained 
his ancient malice; and a regard for Laura's 
ſafety, whoſe life, he ſaid, was alſo in dan- 
ger from a huſband ſo very wicked, and 
who was entirely under the dominion of a 
woman, more wicked, if poſſible, than hime 
ſelf, > er: | e 
After rewarding the man for his intelli- 
gence, Signora Sporza enjoined him to men- 
tion it to no other perſon, but to continue 
to behave to his maſter as uſual, that there 
might 


*. * 
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might be no ſuſpicion of an underſtanding 


between the valet and her; and to remain 


quite inactive, till ſhe had time to conſult 
with her friends what meaſures ſhould be 
adopted, of which the valet ſhould receive 


timely notice; and he might rely on being | 


ſtill more liberally. rewarded. | 
Signora Sporza communicated the whole 
of this man's narrative to Laura, whom it 
ſurpriſed and ſhocked exceedingly; for bad 
as her opinion was of her huſband's diſ- 


poſition, ſhe never had thought him capable 


of this degree of wickedneſs. She was 
filled likewiſe with indignation at the hiſ- 
tory of the ſham attack by which her 
mother, and ſhe herſelf, had been in ſome 


meaſure impoſed upon, While ſhe felt the 


greateſt contempt for the man who was 
obliged to have recourſe to ſuch a pitiful 
trick, to throw a falſe luſtre on his cha- 
racer. Gs 

Signora Sporza gave it as her opinion, 
that Laura ſhould write to her brother, 
preſs his immediate return, throw herſelf 
into his protection, and ſeparate for ever 


from 
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from her horrid huſband; adding, that his 


attachment to Nerina, and fear of Captain 
Seidlits, would induce him to agree to the 


ZELUCO. 


ſeparation on proper terms. But Laura, 


who laid little ſtreſs on what Signora Sporza 
meant by terms, felt herſelf under great 
difficulty i in determining how to proceed; 


for ſhe thought her brother a very improper 
negociator with Zeluco: and then, although 


| ſhe had no doubt of her huſband's willing- 


neſs to ſeparate from her, ſhe was afraid 
he might object to her having the child, 


from whom ſhe could not without pain be 
abſent, and whom ſhe could not without 
| horror abandon to the immediate care and 


future example of ſuch a father. 
After much reflection ſhe wrote to her 


brother, expreſſing a deſire of his ſpeedy 
return, but not in the moſt urgent terms; 


nor did ſhe aſſign any particular reaſon, 


but requeſted that he would incloſe his 


anſwer under cover to Signora Sporza. 
When Laura had finiſhed her letter, ſhe 
told her friend, that at her brother's re- 
turn ſhe would explain her views to him 

; 1 in 
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in the moſt cautious manner, and in the 
preſence of his friend the Baron Carloſtein. 
She determined at the ſame time, that 
in caſe her huſband conſented to leave the 
child even for a few years under her care 
after the ſeparation took place, that ſhe 
would inſiſt on Carloſtein's leaving Naples; 
and if- he refuſed, ſhe reſolved never after 
to admit his viſits, even in the company of 
her mother or brother. She wiſhed, how- 
ever, that Carloſtein ſhould remain till 
every thing regarding the ſeparation was 
ſettled, becauſe he would be a check to the 
impetuoſity of her brother; and alſo be- 
cauſe ſhe hoped that through his influence 
with. her huſband, he would prevail on him 
to agree to the article neareſt her heart, of 
leaving the child to her own care and ma- 
nagement. 
Self- ſufficiency was no part of this ami- 
able woman's character, however virtuous 
her inclinations were; ſhe was conſcious of 
a partiality for Carloſtein, which convinced 
her that her ſafeſt courſe was to forego the 
Pleaſure of his company entirely. | 
In 


glowed with rage againſt Laura and Seid- 


| ſures 4. for in ſpite of his partiality for her, 
for him, he knew that this might not al- 


ways be the caſe, and therefore he medi- 
tated ſome plan of revenge which required 


: determined to involve both the brother and 


the ſcheme, he began to ſooth his valet, 
and behave in a more confidential manner 
to him, with a view to conciliate matters; 


vice and not originally a villain, was not 
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In the mean while the heart of Zeluco 


lits, and he revolved in his mind various 
plans of revenge; but as his wrath Was 
deadly, he wiſhed to adopt ſuch an one as 
would at once fatiate his * and ſe. 
cure his ſafety. 

The laſt he thought zncornfifivti with his 
making Nerina a confident of his mea- 


and his believing that ſhe had a great deal 


not her aſſiſtance, and which he meant to 
poſtpone till the return of Seidlits, being 


ſiſter in the ſame ruin. 
As he imagined, however, that he ſhould 
need an accomplice for ſome part at leaſt of 


but this fellow having been ſeduced into 


4 ſufficiently 
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ſufficiently a hypocrite to deceive his maſter. 
Zeluco perceived through his affected ob- 
ſequiouſneſs, that the man was diſobliged, 
and not to be truſted; although he had 
never been the confident of his maſter in 
any thing of ſo much importance as that 
which now occupied his thoughts, yet Ze- 
juco was conſcious that this man was ac- 
quainted with certain parts of his conduct 
which he would not like to have revealed 
to the world. On obſerving therefore the 
mutinous ſtate of his valet's mind, which 
he had overlooked before, he determined 
to keep him in as good humour as he could 
till Seidlits returned, and then ſend him on 
ſome pretext to Sicily, where he knew how 
to have him diſpoſed of in a manner more 
agreeable to his own ſafety, 


uc 
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He retir'd unſeen, 
To brood in ſecret on his gather d ſpleen, 
And methodiſe kerenge. TM Oo Davors, 


\HE mind of Zeluco being engroſſed 
with theſe deſperate purpoſes, he 
paſſed much of his time in ſolitude and 
meditation. i 
As he walked early one morning towards 
the hill of Paufilippo, he obſerved two men 
coming out of the grotto: they ſeemed 
converſing together when Zeluco firſt ſaw 
them; but as he approached, one fell be- 
| hind the other, and a little to one ſide. As 
he who was moſt advanced drew near, Ze- 
luco recogniſed him for an old acquaint- 
ance; his name was Bertram, the ſon of a 
clergyman of Geneva, who, from a ſpirit 
of adventure to which the natives of that 


city are much addicted, had travelled into 
Spain, | 


2 81. U. C0; „„ 


Spain, to viſit a relation who was ſecretary 
to an ambaſſador at the court of Madrid. 

through whoſe intereſt this young man got 
a commiſſion in the Spaniſh ſervice. . Ze- 
luco had been ſeveral times in company 
with him at Madrid ; and particularly once 
a ſhort time before Zeluco himſelf left that 
city, he had met Bertram at a gaming 
houſe, and ſtript him of all his money: 
this circumſtance ſerved to make each re- 


collect the other. After the uſual compli- 


ments, You were very unfortunate the 
laſt night we were in company together, 
ſaid Zeluco. ES 


ee Tt was thought ſo,” anſwered Bertram. 


«] am much afraid that what l won put 


vou to much i ane rejoined Ze- 


luco. OP 
„ Such inconveniencies muſt ſometimes 


be expected by thoſe who play,” ſaid Ber- 


tram. 


« Yoy han . the amel ſervice, 


I preſume,” reſumed Zeluco. 
*© I have,” ſaid the other. 
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„ Yau do not think of leaving Naples 
foon * 
It is not in my power to leave it im- 
mediately,” ſaid Bertram. 
« How fo?” 
« Why,” continued Denen, with 2 
ſmile; © You find me in the condition in 
| which you left me—without money ;—in 
ſhort, I have overfhot my credit, and I now 
wait for a ſmall remittance to enable me to 
leave this place.” | 
Zeluco then told him he ſhould be happy 
to accommodate him in whatever ſum he 
needed; © I am engaged this morning,” 
added he, but if you will walk a little 
after it is dufk in the ſquare before the 
Palace, [ will foon join you, and conduct 
you to a place where we may have a cheer- 
ful glaſs together; I am impatient to hear 
your adventures fince we parted,” 
Bertram promifed to meet him at the 
time and place appointed. They then part- 
ed, and each continued his walk; but Ze- | 


luco immediately turning, ſaid to Bertram, 
L You 


t You had beſt not mention my name, 
nor hint to any perſon that we are acquaint- 
ed; the reaſon of this caution you will 
know' hereafter; but in the mean time, I 


can only tell you, it will not be in my power 


to ſerve you as I intend, if you do.“ 


Bertram aſſured him he would not, 2nd 


they again took leave of each other. 
Zeluco remembered, that this Bertram 


was conſidered at the time he knew him, as 


a young fellow of deſperate fortune and 
devoted to gaming, but reſpected on ac- 
count of the preſence of mind and intre- 


pidity with which he had extricated him- 


elf from a very hazardous adventure, in 
which he was involved before Zeluco ar- 


rived at Madrid, and which was much talk- 


ed of at the time. Zeluco had heard no 
more of him after he himſelf left Spain, but 
imagined he was ruined by play, and had 
now become an adventurer living by his 
wits, and ready for any deſperate enter- 
priſe in which there was a likelihood of 
bettering his fortune. What added ſtrength 
to his conjectures was, his having remarked 
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the man who was in converſation with 
Bertram before Zeluco joined him: this 
man Zeluco was perſuaded he had ſeen with 
a chain around his leg, working among the 
malefaCtors at Caſſerta: which very ſuſpi- 
cious circumſtance, and the fellow's retir= 
ing and ſtanding aloof, while Bertram and 
he converſed, convinced Zeluco that his old 
acquaintance was juſt ſuch a perſon as he 
Was in want of. He had not fully deter- 
mined in what manner he ſhould employ 
him, but a variety of disjointed ideas of 
vengeful import floated in his imagina- 
tion; and he much wiſhed to attach to his 
views a man ſuch as he took Bertram to be, 
needy, daring, and profligate; but he knew 
that the aid he expected from him was of a 
nature which made it. highly expedient 
both for his own ſafety and that of his 
auxiliary, that their acquaintance with each 
other ſhould not be known, for which rea- 
ſon he was impatient till they ſeparated, leſt 
they ſhould be obſerved converſing. 
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CHAP. IXXXVI. 


2 5 ———  —- Thou haſt been 
As one, in ſuffering all, that ſuffers nothing; 
A man that fortune's buffets and rewards 
Haſt ta*en with equal thanks and bleſt are thoſe, 
Whoſe wit and judgment are ſo well commingled 
That they are not a pipe for fortune's finger 
To ſound what ſtop ſhe pleaſe. SHAKESPEARE. 


T the time appointed, Bertram walked 
before the palace gate, and was ſoon 


joined by Zeluco, wrapped | in a Portugueſe 
cloak, who deſiring him to follow, con- 


ducted him through various winding al- 
| leys, to the door of a detached houſe, 


which, on ringing a bell, ſeemed to open 


of itſelf, for nobody appeared; but Zeluco, 


after carefully ſhutting the door, led Ber- 


tram into a room commodioully fitted up, 


with a cold collation and various kinds of 


wine on the table. 
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This apartment Zeluco kept for the pur- 
poſe of entertaining ſuch friends as it was 


inexpedient to invite to his own houſe, 
| Nerina and others had frequently met 
him here: the ſervants were previouſly 


inſtructed what they ſhould provide; and 


the gueſts were ſerved with whatever they 
needed, by the means of a turning cup- 
board, ſuch as is uſed in convents. 
hate being incommoded with fer- 
vants, ſaid Zeluco, * particularly on an 
occaſion of this kind, when I am to en- 
Joy a confidential converſation with an old 
friend. I have therefore taken care that 
no domeſtic ſhall interrupt us.—Pray help 
yourſelf to what you like.” 
After they had ſupped and drank a few 
glaſſes of wine—* I am much afraid,” 
ſaid Zeluco, © that the four hundred dol- 
lars I won from you at Madrid put you to 
great inconveniency, for I remember I was 


gina ad informed you were in debt at 
that time.“ 


4e I was indeed, ſaid Bertram. 


« Well 
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« Well then, I hope you ſoon after won 


double the ſum,” ſaid Zeluco. 

« I have never played ſince, anſwered 
Bertram. 
Never!“ cried Zeluco. 

& Never ;” replied Bertram. 


« How did you contrive to pay your 


debts then,” ſaid Zeluco. 
« A brother officer, hearing of my ill 
luck, paid me an old debt which I had 


deſpaired of; —chis helped me greatly 
living on half my pay for ſeveral months 
did the reſt; at laſt I had the pleaſure of 


paying all my debts to the laſt farthing.” 
lt is next to impoſſible, ſaid Zeluco, 
&« for an officer in the Spaniſh ſervice, of 


the rank you then were, to live on his full 


pay; I cannot conceive how you contrived 
to exiſt on the half.“ 


« More difficult things may be perform 


ed by thoſe who are reſolved to be juſt,” 
replied Bertram; © I was under the ne- 
ceſſity of living very poorly to be ſure; 
but if I had not, ſome of my creditors, 
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who were poor trades- Fun muſt have | 
ſtarved.” 

- And whatif they had ? thought Zeluco; 
and then ſaying aloud, © So to prevent 
their ſtarving, you half ſtarved yourſelf?” 
Not quite ſo, Signor,” replied Ber- 
tram; « though to be ſure my table was 
not ſumptuous.” th 

« This muſt have been a very eruel 
courfe of equity, however, ſaid Zeluco. 

I have been repaid by the ſatisfaction 
it has afforded me ſince, replied Bertram. 

« T dare ſwear you often curſed me in 
your heart,” laid Zeluco- 

« A curſe has ſometimes eſcaped my 
lips,” faid Bertram; " but I do not re- 
member my having ever curſed any my 
in my heart.” 

„ I ſhould forgive you if you! had.— The 
loſs of four hundred dollars to one 1n your 
circumſtances was a dreadful misfortune,” 
added Zeluco. . 

« ] hope they were of ſervice to you,” 
ſaid Bertram ; for their loſs was one of 

the 
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the luckieſt things that ever happened to 


me. I was obliged to pinch ſo hard to 


make it up, that I have thought myſelf in 
affluence ever ſince.” 
„ You are a philoſopher,” ſaid Zeluco, 


and bear misfortunes with great forti= 


tude.” 


« T have hardly ever r had any to bear,” 
ſaid Bertram. 


„J am ſurpriſed to hear you fay ſo,” 


rejoined Zeluco; © becauſe I was told that 
the four hundred dollars which I won, was 
but the concluſion of a very perſevering 


run of ill fortune—T heard you loft near 


ſeven thouſand dollars in the ſpace of a 


month.“ 
© Thereabout,” ſaid Bertram. 
e And what, in the devil's name, do you 
call that?” ſaid Zeluco.—* Surely a man 


in the ſituation you then were, who loſes 


ſuch a ſum in the courſe of a month's play, 

muſt think himſelf very unfortunate,” 
Not if he previouſly won it all in the 

courſe of a week's play,” replied Bertram, 


* which was preciſely may, caſe.— I could 


never 
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never have had the misfortune to loſe ſeven 
thouſand dollars, if 1 had not firſt had the 
good fortune to win them.” 

“ That is not the uſual way in which 
men calculate their own n misfortunes,” ſaid 
Zeluco. | 

It is the fair way, however,” rejoined 
Bertram ; Hs for the moſt fortunate man 
that ever exiſted will be proved to be un- 
fortunate, if you throw out all the lucky 
Incidents of his life, and leave the unlucky 
behind: but 1 had one piece of good for- 
tune which I have not mentioned.“ 

« What was that?” ſaid Zeluco. 

« Out of the firſt thouſand dollars I 
remitted ſeven hundred to my father,” 

The devil you did,” cried Zeluco. 

Ves,“ ſaid Bertram, © I thank Hea- 
ven, I put that out of the power of 
chance.” 
. old boy 1 hope repaid you three- 

fold ?“ ſaid Zeluco. 


« Ay, ten- fold,“ replied Bertram; * for 


he informed me by * next poſt that it 
had 


1/37: as 
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had enabled him to clear off ſome debts 
that diſtreſſed him exceedingly.” 
But after your loſs with me.“ ſaid Ze- 
luco, © I am ſurpriſed you never again 
tried your fortune at play.” 
It N all my fortitude to abſtain 
from it,” ſaid Bertram; * for although 
deep play is little known among the citizens 
of Geneva, I was early led into it by a 
young Engliſhman with whom I was inti- 
mate before I left that city. I continued 
to play with uncommon ſucceſs after I went 
to Madrid. This propenſity grew into a 
paſſion, and I was thoughtleſs and unjuſt 
enough to riſk in play with you the maney 
which I had appropriated for the diſcharge 
of what I owed to trades-people and others, 
for which as I felt a degree of remorſe 
which I never before experienced, I deter- 
mined to effect the diſcharge of my debts 
by the moſt rigid ceconomy ; yet I muſt 
own I was often ſtrongly tempted to try 
my fortune once more at play; for it oc- 
curred to me that by a few ſucceſsful throws 
of the dice I might abridge many lingering 


months 


Gude. av robe — 
* 


EO 3 ROY'S WE - mh — — , — penn Fn ES. yer erg ee — — . ——— —ä—z—L— ITY 1 
8 . . — — pp «, «f P— — oa 222 OC — = : i DE he ä — AI — = 
5 — = : — — — — — 3 — * * 2 - - rern . — — — - J Is oor KKK 7 — PP * on a WT gr Sas — = n 2 
- 7 . — A AAA „ „„ M ears 0, A . 2 ˙ wo nos eb, FTC —— d . i Bog Ee, — 
S r — . F 7 3 CL de EE SY A En r e 5 = 3 E U n 8 hog ENS $6 See .... : 8 8 q FIT = _ 35 ws 2 Þ 
E r 8 2 * 9 CC SPY ö JV ¼ TTC ̃ ĩ˙’15 ñ—: ]¾ . . i eee * 7 4 n 3 2 22 * a 3 — SR 
8 n — : c E266 Rog o . D 2 5 PROS IL 2 r — 7 n R Fr : 2 GE Fon 4 . 
WI — J OF DR. r 2 e bet IS . BD = — e r 3 —_— —————— —— 4 - — —. l . 5 
f ß / none Eo „ „5 3 N r TTF KT 777 ̃ĩ² Ct ES 8 2 — — —— * o 
: 24 he 4 ery rc EEC ͤ ˙— 2 7 „ no 8 . OS IO OS. = — S — — nos, I 2 —ꝛ— — r . —— — 
2 + FR — W — ac 8 2 > 9 —— — Rey | . N b — —— * bf, © I LED 4/2 > rats, — Y — 2 — ts we 8 —* — — 
i . —— ar rr ne Ora oa rey 23 rg S ˙ 4-227. ot ee ae Ee CONS Sr FE, DE TERS” ono ed 1 W 
2 IF? Cn nn 8 2 3 a 5 2 — . he S FL 2 SOL ages IN 04 n * b — . . r G. _ 2 r 23 JED _ * 2 — — bY — aw TIT. 
„ fo 5 — rr 2 4 a Fe, + þ © 


n "Fan dt 2 => — — 
I 22 * 32 1 —_ 5 POS GS. <E2 
a 3 — CC. wy 0 
2 8 
2 Ir 


332 Eu 
months of economy; but J reflected on 
the other hand, that in caſe I ſhould loſe, 
it would be at the expence of thoſe poor 
creditors whom, by a ſtrict adherence to 
my plan of economy, it was in my power 
to pay.— While I was balancing this matter 
in my mind, I received a letter from my 
father, which decided "the point. I paid 
tie money I had in my hands equally 
among my creditors, and directly after be- 
gan my courſe of ceconomy, in which! 
perfevered till I was entirely free from 
debt; and I have never played, nor been i in 
debt ſince.“ | 
« Your father's letter muſt have contain- 
ed very forcible reaſoning,” ſaid Zn. 
to produce ſuch an effect.“ 
It contained a recapitulation of thoſe 
principles which he had inſtilled into my 
mind in my childhood; an adherence to 
which has been the ſource of all the com- 
fort I have had in life, and from which I 
never deviated, in the ſmalleſt degree, 
without remorſe.” EF 


4] ſhould : 
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te J ſhould be glad to ſee this powerful 
2 or hear what you can recollect of 

,” ſaid Zeluco. 
I am ſorry I have it not about me, 
ſaid Bertram; *© for there is a peculiar 
energy in my father's ſtyle to which my 
memory cannot do Juſtice, The letter in 
queſtion was written in conſequence of his 
having heard that I was patroniſed by a 
certain man in power, from whom I had 


reaſon to expect promotion; from this he 


took occaſion to remind me, that the favour 
of men was precarious, and often guided 
by caprice; that they might ſmile upon me 
to-day, and neglect me to-morrow, how- 
ever uniformly zealous I might be to retain 
their good-will ; but he earneſtly intreated 
me to make it my chief ſtudy to find fa- 
vour in the eyes of my Creator, in whom 
there is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of 
turning,” | 

* Your 1 was a clergyman, no 
doubt, ſaid Zeluco, ſtifling a laugh. 

* He was,” ' replied Bertram, © and there 
never was a worthier.“ 


* But 
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« But did he give you any hint how you 
were to become a favourite? I mean,” 
continued Zeluco, * beſides the old wa by 
devotion and religious ceremonies.” 
My father's devotion lay in his heart,” 
ſaid Bertram, and was little embarraſſed 
with ceremonies.” i 
Well then,” continued Zeluco, © how 
were you to carry your point | * 
“ By the duties of humanity and bene- 
volence to my fellow-creatures, and by the 
moſt ſtrict integrity; he recommended par- 
ticularly that I ſhould liſten to the dictates 
of conſcience, which he called the voice of 
| God, and which, even in this life, puniſhes 
and rewards in a certain degree, according 
to our conduct. If ever, continued Ber- 
tram, giving the words of his father's 
letter, If ever, my ſon, you ſhould feel a 
propenſity to do an unfair thing, overcome 
it immediately, for no earthly conſideration 
can make it your intereſt, —Heaven and 
earth ſhall paſs away, but this truth ſhall 
remain, adv: ab a matl ſoweth that he 


hal * Therefore, my dear Bertram, 
rn 


never, O never, be ſuch a fool as to be a 
knave.“ 


Bertram repeated this part of the letter 
with unuſual fervour, and Zeluco, wha 


was diſpoſed to turn the whole into ridi- 


cule, had certain ſenſations which ſpoilt his 
inclination to mirth. He remained far 


ſome time in a kind of reverie; then rouſ- 


ing himſelf, he looked at Bertram, ſaying, 


« Well, Sir, what happened next!“ 


I told you,“ reſumed Bertram, © that 
before I read this admonition, my conſci- | 
ence had been whiſpering that it was not 


quite fair in me to riſk the money which 
the poor trades-people ſtood ſo much in 
need of; yet my avarice, or love of play, 
whichever you pleaſe, was endeavouring 


40 ſilence theſe whiſpers with all the ſo- 


phiſtry they could muſter. But I thank 
God, my father's letter coming to the aid 


of conſcience, I had the ſtrength to act as 


I did.” 


By this time Zeluco plainly perceived 
that his old acquaintance was a very dif- 


ferent kind of man from what he had ex- 
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uc 
pected, and would by no means ſuit his 
purpoſe; yet he felt a ſtrong curioſity to 
know the whole of his hiſtory. Zeluco Ml 
therefore purſuing his inquiries ; © Upon 
the whole, however,” reſumed he, you 
muſt have paſſed your time but UNCoMm | 
fortably in the Spaniſh ſervice?“ | 
« Forgive me,” replied Bertram; * after 
had paid my debts my time was ſpent 
very cheerfully : my mind was free from 
ſelf-reproach ; I poſſeſſed the friendſhip of 
ſome officers of ſenſe and honour ; I enjoy- 
ed good health and good ſpirits, for I ſo 
contrived matters that my hours never 
hung on my hands, but were rather too 
ſhort for my employments; at night I fell 
aſleep, ſatisfied with the manner I had 
Paſſed the day, and roſe every morning in 
ſpirits to perform my duty, and eager to 
improve my mind.“ 
In the courſe of Zeluco's inquiries, Ber- 
tram informed him, that after remaining 
ſome years in the Spaniſh ſervice, a brother 
of his mother's had made him an advanta- 


geous propoſal, which would have enabled 
3 - 4 ces 
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him to live comfortably in his own country, 
to which he had for ſome time felt a ſtrong 
defire of returning ; his father, and other 
relations, having written very preſſing let- 
ters to that purpoſe, _ 2 
Jou diſpoſed of your commiſſion, and 
returned accordingly?” ſaid Zeluco. 

« could not immediately indulge my 
own deſire, nor yield to the intreaties of 
my friends,” replied Bertram; © becauſe 
there was a rumour of war, which ſome 
time after was verified; ſo I thought my- 
ſelf bound in honour to remain with the 
rs: which ſoon was ſent on active 
ſervice. | ER 
he extraordinary expence to which 
officers are put during war, would bear 
hard on you, who had no reſource but your 
pay,” faid Zeluco. 

0 ary fortunately I had ſtudied mathe- 
matics and fortification at Geneva, and was 
frequently employed as an engineer, for 
which I received additional pay; this en- 
abled me,” replied Bertram, „to live as 
well as other officers of my rank, and to 
Vol. II. Eo remit. 


remit: a fal ſum of money to a female 
couſin of mine at Geneva, who had fallen 
under the diſpleaſure of her other rela- 

tions.“ 


7.0; "Bad Ny was young and handlome, 
| no doubt,” ſaid Zelueo. _ | 

0 On the contrary, ' ſaid Dem " the 

was anelderly woman, who never had been 
| handſome, but had made a raſh marriage, 
diſapproved of by all her relations,” 

&* What then intereſted you ſo much in 
her?” ſaid Zeluco; © her mental accom- 
pliſhments and virtue no doubt?“ 

Her accompliſhments, poor woman, 
replied Bertram, © never were conſpicu- 4 
ous, and rumour was by no means favour- 
| able to her reputation. in the other parti- 
cular : in ſhort, her conduct afforded ſuch 
juſt grounds to her neareft relations to 
abandon her, that I thought myſelf bound 
to befriend her, becauſe her other friends 
were either too angry or too much aſhamed 
of her to afford her any aſſiſtance. 
« But pray, ſaid Zeluco, , when did 


5 quit the Spaniſh ſerrice? Pn, gia 
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et At the peace, replied the other, 
« when our regiment was ordered home.” 


« ] remember to have heard that one of 


paſſage; I ſuppoſe you were promoted to 


the company? 
„ As I was the oldeſt Beuteriant i in the 


in the ſervice, my friends flattered me I 
ſhould ;: but it was given to a young of- 
ficer, nephew to a grandee of Spain.“ 

„ That was hard,” ſaid Zeluco. 

© Not particularly ſo,” ſaid Bertram; 
„ men of family have been allowed ad- 
vantages in all ſervices; it can hardly be 
expected that they will ſerve otherwiſe; 


moted to a company in any other regiment, 
it would have been equally hard on che 
oldeſt ſubaltern of that regiment.“ | 

0 But probably this was a Pane of little 
or no merit,” ſaid Zeluco. 


« Forgive me,” replied Bertram; « he 
8 a very ſpirited young man, and I am 
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the captains of your regiment died on the 


regiment, and had received two wounds 


and if this young gentleman had been pro- 
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coneinced: from what 1 know of him, will 


prove an excellent officer.” 


« I ſhould have thought it Jamned Th 
however, had I been in your place, that 
another ſhould e — the whole te. 


ward due to me.“ 


He did not carry away the whole,” 
ſaid Bertram; „for my behaviour on ſe. 


|  veral occaſions was publicly approved of 
by the general, and praiſed by the whole 


army; my worthy father, and all ny | 


friends at Geneva, were informed of it 


and rejoiced at the intelligence; ; beſides, 
1 have the approbation of my own mind, I 


am conſcious of having been ever faithful 


to my truſt, and of having done my duty 
as a ſoldier. I had the happineſs of being 
loved by the ſoldiers as well as the officers 
of the regiment ; many of the poor fellows 


were in tears when T left them. You muſt | 


be ſenſible that this is a very pleaſing re- 


98 ward, and occaſions delightful ſenſations.” 


; PLUG 30 


CHAP. IXXXVII. 


A ſight of horror to the cruel wretch, 
Who all day long in ſordid pleaſure roll'd, 
Himſelf an uſeleſs load, has ſquander'd vile, 
Upon his ſcoundrel train, what might have cheer'd 
A drooping family of modeſt worth. 
But to the generous ſtill improving mind, 
That gives the hopeleſs heart to ing for; joy, 
Diffuſing kind beneficence around; 


To him the long review of order'd life 
Is inward rapture. * 2 2 DT ROMSON. 


8 Zeluco had never felt any of the 
delightful ſenſations which Bertram 
alluded to, he became a little impatient 

at this obſervation. © Well, well,” faid he, 
« all this is mighty fine; but pray, my good 
Sir, what man was he whom I ſaw in con- 
verſation with you this morning, a little 

before I joined you?“ 

That man,” replied Bertram, ſmiling, 
e js juſt liberated from the gallies; he is 
wy only attendant ; if my ſuite be not nu- 
1 3 merous, 


merous, Signor, you muſt allow that it is 
ſelect. 58 | 

c Liberated from the gallies !? cried Ze. 
luco, with affected ſurpriſe. 

«© Yes, he was med to the gallies 
. or to hard labour for life; it comes to tbe 
ſame. thing ; his laſt employment was at 
the royal works of Caſſerta with other 
ſlaves, ſome Chriſtian, ſome Mahometan. 


'« But how came you. connected ith 
him ng ſaid Zeluco. 


% Jou ſhall. hear, replied Bertram, 


4 Having quitted the Spaniſh ſervice, 
and returned to my native city of Geneva, 
Thved in the moſt agreeable manner; and 
this poor man, a Savoyard by birth, was 
my footman ; he is a good-natured crea- 
ture, though not very clever, and I fought 

no other: in the mean time, a worthleſs ; 
fellow, a Piedmonteſe, came to Geneva, 
and filling my ſervant's head with many 
fine ſtories concerning Italy, perſuaded him 
to quit my ſervice, and accompany him to 
that country, whither this Piedmonteſe was 
returning from France, They travelled to- 
gether 
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gether to Milan, where failing in their en- 
deavours to get into ſervice, and their mo- 
ney being exhauſted, they enliſted in an 
Auſtrian regiment, but had not been quite 
a month in this ſituation, when the Pied- 
monteſe was recogniſed by two Neapoli- 
tans, as a perſon who had been impriſoned 
above three years before at Naples, on an 
accuſation of robbery with aſſaſſination, but 
had made his eſcape from priſon. An in- 
formation to this purpoſe being formally 
made, the Piedmonteſe was taken into cuſ- 
tody, and my poor Antonio, who had ac- 
companied him to Milan, and enliſted at 
the ſame time, was ſeized and committed 
to priſon as his accomplice; for the wit- 
neſſes declared there had been two men en- 
gaged in the robbery, although only one 
had been apprehended at Naples. 
« On a requiſition by the Neapolitan re- 
ſident at Milan, they were both ſent to 
Naples, but the Piedmonteſe had the dex- 
terity to make his eſcape on the journey, 
and Antonio alone was brought priſoner to 
this city. The preſumptions againſt him 
$4 eie 
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were greatly ſtrengthened by: the circum. i 
\ Nance of a ſeal having been found in his 
pocket, which it was proved had belonged 
to the murdered perſon. 
et was in vain that the wretched An- 
| tonio told the manner he had made ac- 
quaintance with the Piedmonteſe;— =that he 
had been in ſervice at Geneva at the time 
the murder was committed ;—that he had 
| bought the ſeal of his companion who had 
eſcaped; with many other particulars, al 
of them true, but none of them credited 
by his judges: however, as there was no 
direct proof of his having perpetrated the 
5 crime, he was not convicted capitally, but 
Was condemned to a puniſhment in moſt 


people” s eyes more ſevere, hard labour for 
life. 


e perſon who had been robbed wid I 


murdered was a man much eſteemed on 
account of his character and manners; by 
his untimely death, a reſpectable family 
were in danger of being reduced from af- 
fluence to poverty: this created a general 


ſympathy. The ane was us” ſuppoſed ta 


N 3 
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have been accompanied with circumſtances 
peculiarly cruel ; the laſt excited as much 
indignation as the former did compaſ- 
ſion. 

The more atrocious a crime is, there 
certainly i is the leſs probability that the in- 
dividual who happens to be taken up on 
ſuſpicion of having perpetrated it, is really 
guilty; for this plain reaſon, that a much 
greater proportion of mankind are capable 
of committing a little crime than a very 
great one; but it happens frequently, that 
the juſt indignation againſt the crime is 
raſhly and unjuſtly applied againſt whoever 
is firſt accuſed; and the very circumſtance 
of uncommon atrocity, which ought to ren- 

der us difficult in the admiſſion of the 
charge, is ſometimes the cauſe of a a, preci- 
- Pitate and unjuſt condemnation. This ſeems 
to have been the caſe in the inſtance of 

poor Antonio. 


& He has ſince told me, that he wrote to 
me immediately after receiving his hard 
ſentence ; but whether from the letter's 


having been neglected by the perſon to 
whom 
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whom he gave it to be put into the poſt. 
office, or from whatever other cauſe, it 
never came to my hand; but after he had 
been ſeveral months 1 in this lituation, I re- 
ceived a letter which gave me the firſt in- 
telligence of his misfortune; it was written 
in all the ſimplicity of truth: to convey an 
idea of the horrors of his fate required 
not the aid of eloquence. © I am condemn- 
ed,” faid he, © to ſlavery for my whole 
life, on account of a murder committed at 
Naples when I was in your ſervice at Ge- 
neva.” 
The blockhead deſerved to ſuffer,” 
Laid Zeluco, © for his folly in leaving your 
ſervice, where he was happier than he de- 
ſerved.” - 1 | 
e poor fellow,” replied Bertram, 
& made that very obſervation in his letter; 
but ſurely, Sir, his ſufferings were too ſe- 
vere for a piece of levity, or that love of va- 
riety ſo natural to us all. I was ſo ſhock- 

ed with the idea of an innocent man's being 
unjuſtly condemned, that my firſt impulſe 
was to ſet out immediately for Naples; but 
| Ed 
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on my mentioning this to ſome of my 
friends, they aſſured me, that an atteſtation 
of the man's having been in my ſervice at 
the time of the murder, and for a conſider- 
able ſpace before and after, would be ſuffi- 
cient to procure his liberty. This was im- 
mediately drawn up in due form, and ſent 
to Naples, incloſed 1 in a letter to an emi- 
nent lawyer of that city. 
e But Antonio's diſmal e haunted 
me day and night. I could not walk into 
the fields without thinking on his being 
chained to endleſs labour — nor eat a meal 
without reflecting on the ſcanty morſel 
moiſtened with tears on which the wretched 
Antonio fed—nor lie down in my bed 
without dreaming I beheld the unhappy 
man ftretched on the damp pavement of a 
dungeon. « Alas,” cried I, © is it acting up 
to the Divine precept, do as you would be 
done by, to truſt the liberty and life of an 
innocent man to a letter, which may have 
miſcarried or prove ineffectual? If I go 
myſelf, it will be in my power to identify 
the man, and by a thouſand circumſtances 
make 


348 2 E L UCO. 
make his innocence ſo evident, that I muſt 
infallibly procure his immediate liberty. 8 
Theſe and ſimilar reflexions engroſſed my 
mind entirely. I was by no means ſatisfied 
with my own conduct, and you know, 
Sir, continued Bertram, te that when a man 
ſtands condemned at the bar of his on 
conſcience, it is of ſmall importance to bis 
| happineſs to be thought innocent by all the 
reſt of the world; for my own part I felt 
myſelf ſo unbappy on this occaſion, that 
| in compaſſion to myſelf, as well as to An- 
tonio, I ſet out for this city, before I could 
receive any anſwer to my letter. 
Moſt fortunate it was for Antonio and 
for me that Idid ſo. The lawyer to whom 
my letter was addreſſed was gone to Meſ- 
ſina, and my letter diſregarded. I found 
poor Antonio at hard labour at Caſſerta, 
among a amber of wretches againſt whom 
crimes had been proved ſimilar to that of 
which he was pre/umed guilty. 
Io paint the Peer fellow's joy and gra- 
titude at light of me,” continued Bertram, 


is not in my power; but I did not find 
5 


JC _- os 
it ſo eaſy a matter to procure his liberty as 
expected: I had more difficulty in pre- 
vailing on ſome to whom I addreſſed my- 
ſelf, only to hear my ſtory, than I thought 


I ſhould have had in obtaining the whole 


of my object; and when they had heard it, 
they ſeemed to think it of leſs importance 
than I ever before believed one human 
 creature's happineſs could poſſibly be to an- 
other. | T0 


None of them expreſſed any „ il 


of the man's innocence, yet few would 
give themſelves the leaſt trouble to get him 
relieved: they ſhrugged up their ſhoulders, 
ſaid it was hard on the man, but no bu- 


ſineſs of theirs. I am convinced, Sir, that 


it would ſhock you, were I to deſcribe every 
circumſtance of the ſavage hardneſs of heart 
and ſelfiſh indifference which were diſcover- 
ed by ſome. Well, I wiſh thoſe gentlemen 
much good of their inſenſibility. I dare 
ſay it may have ſaved them ſome unpleaſant 
moments, which I, and I doubt not you, 


Sir, have felt ! But of this I am convinced, 
that 
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that when I ſucceeded at length in procur- 
ing Antonio's liberty, my ſatisfaction was 
little inferior to his; and J have no doubt 
but it will afford me pleaſure to my laſt 
hour: and fo, Sir, 1 leave you to judge 
whether or not I have reaſon to rejoice in 
baving made this jaunt to Naples.” 


| Zeluco's eyes were fixed on the ground 
2 the latter part of Bertram's narra- 
tive; and he continued ſilent and penſive 
for ſome time after it was finiſhed, His re- 
flexions ſeemed 'not of a pleaſing nature, 
ſeveral ſighs eſcaped from him; if he then 
threw back a glance on his own paſt life, 
he would diſcover no cheering ray reflected 
from acts of beneyolence to brighten the 

gloomy retroſpect, no cordial drop of 
ſelf-approbation to comfort his drooping 
ſpirits, 

& J fear my long ſtory has a you, 
Sir, aid Bertram; © here is to your good 
health, added he, filling his glaſs, * 
I pledge you with all my heart,” faid 


Zeluco, endeavouring to ſhake off reflexion, 
„ in 
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in which however he did not furreed, till 
he had almoſt entirely drowned Oe! in 
repeated bumpers. 

In the courſe of their er nen Ze- 
laco renewed the offer he had made in the 
morning, of furniſhing Bertram with what 
money he had occaſion for, till the letter of 
credit which he expected ſhould arrive; 
but Bertram aſſured him that he was al- 
ready accommodated. The fact was, that 
Buchanan having accidentally heard that a 

ſervant had been redeemed from ſlavery by 
his maſter, had gone and converſed with 
the man himſelf, from whom he heard all 
the particulars, of which he was fo full, 
that on returning home he entered into 
the room where Mr. N—— was alone, ſay- 
ing, © O Sir, I have ſomething to tell you, 
which I am ſure will do your heart good to 
hear !'—He then gave him the whole ſtory 
as he had received it from the Savoyard, 
concluding with this reflexion : I really 
do imagine, Sir, that there is ſomething in 
the air of mountainous countries exceed- 
ingly favourable to kindneſs of heart.—I. 


have 


8 2e 


have heard ſeveral travellers declare that 
they had met with more hoſpitality in a 
ſhort tour in the Highlands of Scotland, 
than i in their journies over all Flanders and 
the Low Countries, although the laſt are 
as full of populous tc towns as the former 3 18 
of mountains.“ | 


« This Bertram is a citizen of Genera, 
whoſe territories are not mountainous,” 
ſaid Mr. N 7 
_ «& Your honour will be pleaſed to re- 

member,” ” replied Buchanan, e that Ge- 
neva is ſituated by a fine lake, juſt as the 
= village of Buchanan is by Loch Lomond; 


and there are mountains at no great diſtance 
from both.” 


* I had * that,” ſaid Mr. N—; 
* but 1 am ſo charmed with the behaviour 
of this man, that I ſhould like to be ac- - 
quainted with him, although it could be 
: proved againſt him that he had been born 


above a hundred miles from any lake or 
mountain.“ | 


Mr. N went the very next morning 


to call on Bertram, and found him as 
10 he - 


„ {miling. 


— 
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he returned from his firſt interview with 
Zeluco, telling him he had done himſelf the 
honour of waiting on him expreſsly to ſo- 
licit the acquaintance of a man of ſo much 
worth. In the courſe of their converſation, 
Mr. N diſcovered that he had been 
well dene with Bertram's father when 
he himſelf had been at Geneva, and when 


Bertram was in the Spaniſh ſervice. Mr. 


N at the ſame time told Bertram, that 


he had received many civilities from his 


relations, and ſpoke of his father in ſuch 
terms of regard as brought the tears into 


the ſon's eyes; who although he at firſt 


had declined Mr. Ns offer, now told 


him he would with pleaſure make uſe of 
his banker for what money he might need, 


till his own credit ſhould arrive. | 
Zeluco ſeemed diſappointed on finding 
that he was anticipated in fixing an obli- 


gation on Bertram. He aſked, Whether he 


had mentioned to Mr. N 
their preſent meeting? 


any thing of 


« I fancy, Sir,“ ſaid Bertram, a little 


_ gravely, © you have forgot that [ promiſed 
VoL, II. oy not 
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not to mention my being acquainted with 
you to any body.” 

Zieluco begged his excuſe, ſaying, he 
had forgot; adding, that it would be no 


longer neceſſary to conceal their acquaint- 


ance, and invited him to dine Wo him the 


: following day. 


Bertram expreſſed no deſire of know. 
ing Zeluco's reaſon for his former wiſh 
of concealment, or for the ſecret manner 
in which they had met. He perceived that 
Zeluco began to be affected by the wine, 
and imputed his loſs of memory, and his 
neglecting to explain _ to that circum- 
Nance, 
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Lentus | in binds ubi prorupuiſſet triſtibus dictis 
atrocia facta ee IS Ter 
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\HE ſuſpicions which rankled in the 
breaſt of Zeluco would perhaps have 
gradually loſt their force, and at length died 
away, had they not been carefully cheriſh- 
ed and kept alive by the watchful malice 
of Nerina. She adapted and linked toge- 
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ther every accidental circumſtance in ſuch 
an artful manner, that, to the diſturbed 
fancy of Zeluco, they formed a chain of 
irrefragable force; the abſurd anſwers of 
the nurſe to his queſtions, and the paſſionate 
Interference of Laura's maid, which of 
themſelves had made a ſtrong impreſſion on 

his mind, received additional ſtrength from F 

the comments of Nerina. 

As the tranſactions of his paſtlife often pre- 
ſented themſelves to Zeluco's mind in pain- 
ful review; it is probable, that the ſuſpicions 
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which, with a vindictive ſpirit, he had 
formerly raiſed in the breaſt of the Portu- 
gueſe, now afforded him no very agreeable 
reflection; and the anguiſh which Zeluco 
himſelf felt, from the idea of his not being 
the father of Laura's child, ſeems a juſt re- 
tribution for the thorns which, on a ſimi- 
lar occaſion, he had planted in the breaſt 
of another. 5 
Laura obſerved an increaſing gloom on 

the countenance of her huſband, and was 

ſhocked and terrified at the looks he ſome - 
| times threw on his child. She mentioned 
this to Signora Sporza, who, not having 
obſerved it herſelf, perſuaded Laura, that 
what alarmed her proceeded entirely from 

her viewing the looks and actions of 
Zeluco through a medium of additional 
gloom ever ſince the information given by 
the valet. 

A packet of letters arrived from Captain 
Seidlits, in which was one addreſſed to Mr. 
N——, one to Signora Sporza, and one to 
Madame de Seidlits, but none to Laura. 
T his omiſſion was a circumſtance of new 

ſuſpicion 
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ſuſpicion in the eyes of Zeluco, who was 
with Madame de Seidlits when ſhe opened 
| the cover of the letters. He ſuſpected what 
was really the caſe, that there was a letter 
for Laura incloſed in that for Signora 
Sporza; and had he been without a wit- 
neſs, it is not impoſſible but he might have 
had the meanneſs to have broken open the 


letter. Madame de Seidlits ſent it by her own 


ſervant to Signora Sporza, and Zeluco re- 


mained on the watch to obſerve whether 


Signora Sporza did not ſend or bring a 

letter to. Laura. She thought proper to 
bring it herſelf, and Zeluco met her as ſhe 
was going to Laura's apartment. He ac- 
coſted her with aſſumed cheerfulneſs, ſaid 
he was going to drive out for a few miles, 
and being perſuaded ſhe would not accept, 
he invited her to accompany him in the 
carriage; which ſhe having declined, he 
bade her adieu, ſaying, he would return 
within a few hours; and immediately went 


out of the houſe, but returned through the 


garden to his own apartment, by a door of 


which he alone had the key, and from 
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thence paſſed unobſerved into a ſmall room 
adjoining that in which Laura and Signora 
Sporza were converſing. His deſign was to 
diſcoyer whether his ſuſpicions regarding 
the letter were well founded, and to hear 
what paſſed between the two friends, when 
they thought themſelves unobſerved, and 
him at a diſtance. / 

Zieluco could not diſtinctly bear every 
word that paſſed; but from what he did 
hear, he underſtood that a letter had come 
from Captain Seidlits to Laura; — that the 
Captain with his friend Carloſtein would 
arrive very ſoon ;—that- Laura earneſily 
wiſhed to be ſeparated from him as ſoon as 
_ poſſible, provided ſhe ſhould be permitted 
to\take her child with her;—and at laſt 
he heard Laura with a raiſed voice diſ- 
tinctly pronounce theſe words: O my 
deareſt brother, had you arrived a few 
weeks ſooner at Naples, I ſhould never 
have been united to this mean perfidious 

man!“ | 55 
Zeluco was & tranſported WY rage on 
hearing this, that he mechanically drew his 
1323 ſtiletto, 
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ſtiletto, and was on the point of burſting 
into the room, and ſtabbing his wite, when 
hearing the voice of Signora Sporza, he 
was again tempted to liſten. 

Signora Sporza endeavoured to ſooth and 


quiet the mind of Laura by admonitions to 
patience and fortitude, repreſenting that 


ſhe would in a very ſhort time have the 
pleaſure of embracing her brother, who 


would unqueſtionably fall on means to free 


her for ever from her odious tyrant :. re- 
minding her at the ſame time, that it was 


of the utmoſt importance to manage the 
temper of the monſter, till ſuch time as he 


ſhould agree to deliver ps to her 
care. 


She then told Laura, that ſhe was obliged 
to make a few morning viſits, but would 


ſee her in the evening; and took her leave. 
Zeluco remained for ſome time boiling 


with indignation in his liſtening-place, 
which he left at laſt, and came round to 
the room in which Laura was. She had 


juſt received her child from the nurſe when 


Zeluco entered, =He made a motion with 
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his hand for the nurſe to retire, which ſhe 


directly did, W the child in Laura's 


arms.” * 
Zeluco walked backward and Mins 
for ſome time with a moroſe and gloomy 


countenance, without ſpeaking or ſeeming 


to take notice of either, 
As this was nothing unuſual, Laura paid 


no attention to it, nor did ſhe remark the 


dreadful humour he was in, till turning 


quick upon her, he ſaid, with a fierce look, 


Don't you think that child very like his 
father, Madam?“ Dons 

He is much too young, replied ſhe, 

4 fog, his features to announce any parti- 
cular likeneſs.“ 

„ have been told,“ -Gaid he, * he 
already diſplays a moſt ſtriking reſemſlance 
to your brother. 

I am happy to hear ity: ſaid Lon, 
careſſing the child. 

Have you the audacity to Fl * Ma. 
dam, and to my face?“ exclaimed Zeluco, 
furiouſly. 7 


« What 
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What is it that you mean, Sir?” cried 
Laura, riſing from her ſeat; for the child 


ſcreamed, being alarmed at Zelucos loud 


and threatening voice. 


Yu 


Peace - inceſtuous baſtard!” exclaim- 


ed he, graſping the infant by the throat 
with frantic violence. 

« Ah, monſter! you murder your child!“ 
cried Laura, agonized with terror, and en- 
deavouring to remove his diſtracted hand. 


It was removed too late; the child ne- 5 


ver breathed more. 
The wretched mother ſunk again upon 


| ber ſeat; her ſoul ſuſpended between hope 


and deſpair, while her imploring eyes were 
rivetted on the face of the infant, which lay 
breathleſs on her knee. GY 


The women hearing a confuſed noiſe, 


ruſhed into the room ;—every means were 


uſed for the recovery of the child; all 
were fruitleſs. Z 
When it became certain that there was 
no hope, Laura, yielding to deſpair, claſped 
the dead infant to her boſom, crying, Oh 


my 
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my child! my child! take thy miſeralle 
mother with thee to the grave!“ and fle 
directly fell ſenſeleſs on the floor. 


The child's body being n Laura ; 
was carried to her bed in a Ate of -inſenh. 


bility. 
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CHAP. LXXXIX. 


Notre repentir n'eſt pas tant un regret du mal que 
nous avons fait, qui une crainte de celui qui nous 


en peut arriver. . ROCHEFOUCAULT. 


HEN it appeared that the child was 
irrecoverably gone, Zeluco's jealous 
phrenzy dwindled into perſonal fear, leſt he 
ſhould be called to account for the murder 
of the child. To the attendants, therefore, 
he made a great diſplay of concern for the 
child's death, and till more for the conſe- 
quences it might have on the health of his 
beloved wife. And when Signora Sporza 
returned, he took care to meet her, and 
informed her, before the nurſe and other 
domeſtics, with an air of infinite ſorrow, 
That the dear infant had been ſeized on a 
ſudden in a moſt unexpected manner with 
convulſions while he was in his mother's 
arms; and that, in ſpite of all the means 
which could be uſed to fave his life, the 


poor 
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poor child had expired; on which Laun 
had immediately fainted, and nothing but 
his concern for her had prevented him fron 
being in the ſame ſtate; that ſhe ſtill con. 
| tinued very much diſturbed, for which re. 
fon it was highly proper to keep her quiet 
and ſecluded from all company; for be 
ſight of any body, or aſking her queſtion 
in her preſent ſituation, might have very 
: bad conſequences. 
Signora Sporza did not liſten to this te- 
preſentation without ſhewing ſymptoms of 
impatience; and when he finiſhed, ſhe 
made no anſwer, but that ſhe muſt imme- 
diately ſee her friend. | 
VJou cannot think of it at preſent, my 
4 Madam,” ſaid Zeluco. 
4] muſt ſee my friend immediately,” 
ſaid ſhe, moving towards the apartment in 
which Laura was. 
Good Heavens!” cried he, ſtepping 
between her and the door, © you would 
not intrude upon her ſorrow at ſuch a mo- 
ment? 


& She 
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che never thought my viſits intruſion,” 
replied Signora Sporza; I mult ſee her, 
Sir.— Allow me to paſs.” : 

Zeluco was apprehenſive that Laura 


would immediately accuſe him of the child's _ 


death, or allow ſome expreſſion to fall 
from her that would unfold the manner of 
it; he was very deſirous therefore that no 
perſon ſhould be admitted to her till he 


himſelf had tried to perſuade her that the 


infant's death was accidental; or, if he 
failed in that, he hoped he ſhould, by ex- 
_ preſſing great grief and contrition for 
the involuntary movement his hand had 


made, be able to prevail on Laura to pro- 


miſe never to mention what ſhe had ſeen. 
Had he once obtained ſuch a promiſe, he 


knew that he ſhould be ſafe, being well 


_ acquainted with her inviolable attachment 
to her word. He ſtrove therefore by every 
argument he could deviſe to prevail on Sig- 


nora Sporza to poſtpone her viſit; but all 


his arguments were loſt on her. Signora 
Sporza's impatience to ſee her friend aug- 


mented in proportion to the earneſtneſs he 


ſhewed 
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ſhewed to prevent it; ſhe became louder 
and more violent in her manner, and Ze. of 
luco was obliged to yield to the point, inform. a 
ing her at the ſame time, that he was much 
afraid that Laura's ſenſes were diſturbed 
by the ſhock of ſuch an he, rovend SY Wi 
dent. e Bo 
Zeluco did not bub when he made ii: 
aſſertion that it was true; he even dreaded 
chat! it was not; but he threw it out, that 
leſs ſtreſs might be laid on any expreſſion 


which, in the agony of grief, might fall 
from Laura. The diſturbance of Laura's 


ſenſes, which he aſſerted at random, had 
in reality taken place. 

: Sometime after her being carried to bed, 
as was mentioned, ſhe ſhewed ſigns of life, 
but of no diſtinct recollection; after remain- 
ing a few minutes in this ſtate, ſhe relapſed 


F fic 


into a complete ſtupor, from which, after 
ſome interval, ſhe recovered as before, 
having only a confuſed impreſſion that 8 
ſomething dreadful had happened, but 
vVithout being able to recover her ſcattered 
ſenſes ſo far as to remember what it was. 


When 
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When Signora Sporza came to the door 
of Laura's bed-chamber, ſhe heard her, in 
a wild and plaintive tone, ſaying, Alas! 
| where have I been? What has happened? 
Can no body tell? Do all your brains turn 


round, do your hearts fail, like mine?” 


She then fell back into her former ſtupor. 

While ſhe lay in this ſtate, the attend- 
ants informed Signora Sporza, that their 
miſtreſs repeated nearly the ſame expreſ- 


ſions as often as ſhe recovered from thoſe 


firs of fainting. 
Signora Sporza ſeated herſelf at Laura's 0 


bed-ſide, with her eyes fixed on her face, 
and watching all her movements. As ſoon 
as ſhe perceived her recovering, ſhe took 


hold of her hand, and addreſſing her in the 
moſt ſoothing and affectionate tone of voice, 
How do you do, my lovely friend? 
| ſaid the. 5 12 55 

Laura ſtared her wildly in the face for 
ſome time without ſpeaking, and then 
cried, «O! is it you? Are you come at 
laſt!“—“ Yes, my dear, I am come?“ re- 
plied 3 Sporza. But do you know,“ 
R ſaid 
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am very ſorry,” replied Signora Sporz,, | 


_ ried from her own houſe to that of Zeluea, 
' and without liſtening to the accounts he 
_ endeavoured to give her, or regarding tit. 


ſaid Laura, « what has happened?“ . 


60 _ what has happened. —* Pray, tel 
me, ceried Laura, what it is? None j 
of them will tell me; but IT am ſure i it iz f 
ſomething very ſad; for ſee they all look 
fad and mournful, and you are ſorrowfu | 
too, and my poor heart is ſad, , although | 
know not x wherefore—but my Head turm 
'fo! ; | 


Madame de Seidlits, by the cent | 
of a ſervant, had been told of the infant 
death, with the additional circumſtance that 
Laura herſelf was dying. | 
Half frantic at the intelligence, ſhe hut 


oppoſition that was made to her appear 
ance ſuddenly before her daughiter, ſhe, 
ruſhed into her bed-chamber, exclaiming, 
ce My child! my child ! where is m) 
child?” | 

At this 3 Laura Aarted, fat up 


in the bed, and ſeemed 1n ſome degree to 
4 recover 
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recover her recollection; with one hand 


oppoſing her mother's embrace, while with 
A ſolemn tone of voice, and ſternneſs of re- 
gard moſt unlike her natural ſweetneſs, 
ſhe pronounced, My child is gone for 
ever I- the fiend graſped him ;” after which 


ſhe ſcreamed and fell back again inſenſible 


on the pillow. When ſhe recovered, ſhe 
uttered many expreſſions. ſeemingly i inco- 


| herent, but which bore ſome relation to the 
act which had produced her diſorder. Had 
any perſon been witneſs to the child's mur- 


der, he would eaſily have perceived that 
Laura's moſt incoherent expreſſion glanced 


at that deed; but as nobody had, all ima- 
gined they were quite unmeaning, and 
proceeding from the diſorder which the 
child's unexpected death had produced. 
Madame de Seidlits, having recovered in 
Gag degree the firſt ſhock ſhe felt on per- 
ceiving the melancholy ſtate in which her 
daughter was, ſummoned all her fortitude 
that ſhe might be enabled to aſſiſt Signora 
Sporza in ſoothing, ſupporting, aud com- 
forting Laura. 
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A Phyſician having arrived, was, ac- 


cording to the orders given by Zeluco, in- 
troduced to his apartment before he was 
permitted to ſee Laura. Zeluco, with oſten- 
tatious ſorrow, told him of the child's be- 
ing ſuddenly carried off by a convulſion 
fit; that there was reaſon to apprehend this 
ſad event had diſturbed the ſenſes of his 
wite, as ſhe had been talking extravagantly 
ever fince, did not know her intimate ate 
quaintance, and was terrified at the ſight 
of her beſt friends. Having thus prepared 
the Phyſician, he allowed him to vifit Laura, 
She was juſt recovered from a fit of ſtu- 
por when he was introdueed. On his ad- 
dreſſing her, ſhe raiſed her head from the 
pillow, and looked very earneſtly at him, 
but made no anſwer to his queſtions; on 
his propoſing to retire, ſhe ſaid with a 
timid voice, © I beg, my good Sir, that you | 
will not pron: the wicked fiend to come 
near me.” | 


The Phyſician, being now confirned in 
the belief of what Zeluco had told him, 
ordered her to be blooded, to be kept very 

quiet, 
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quiet, and not to be diſturbed with queſ- 


tions, or in any way encouraged to ſpeak, 
for it was too evident that her mind was 


diſturbed; at the ſame time he gave Ma- 


dame de Seidlits and Signora Sporza great 
reaſon to hope, that with care ſhe would 


be in a ſhort time reſtored to her perfect 


health. 


| Although Zeluco had reaſon to be pleaſed 
with the firſt part of the phyſician's decla- 
ration, he was alarmed at the laſt, While 


Laura remained in her preſent ſtate, little 


| fireſs could be laid on what ſhe ſaid; but 


ſhould ſhe recover, whatever account ſhe 


gave, he well knew, would carry com- 
plete conviction to the minds of all who 


knew her. He could not indeed accuſe 


himſelf of a predetermined intention of 
murdering the child; but he had great 


reaſon for remorſe and ſelf-condemnation, 


when he reflected that the child's death 


was occaſioned by the propenſity he be- 
trayed in his infancy, and had indulged 
ever ſince, of giving way to every impulſe 
of paſſion. In this hour of reflexion, 


A a 2 among 
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= he could not, exclude the remonſtrance of 
his tutor, when he himſelf, yet a child, 
had, in a fit of groundleſs paſſion, ſqueezed 


now appeared to his alarmed conſcience in 


more regard,” ſaid he to himſelf, © to what 
| reaſon to dread the conſequences of this 


| various and accumulated inſtances of Wic- 


him, what chiefly kept his mind on the 


Laura, might lead to a ſuſpicion of the 
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among the many ſtinging recolleQiong 
which intruded themſelves on his memory, 


his ſparrow to death; that remonſtrance 
the light of a prophecy : Had I paid 


that worthy man then, and on other oc- 
caſions, told me, I ſhould not now have 


curſed accident.” EY 
Yet, whatever remorſe Zeluco felt for 


kedneſs, of which his conſcience accuſed 


rack at preſent was, a fear that thoſe alluſive 
expreſſions, which conſtantly dropt from 


fact which he wiſhed ſo much to conceal; 
for however myſterious or incoherent they 
might appear to others, they were ſo clear 
and connected to him, that he received a 


ſreſh alarm as often as any of them were 
| repeated 


repeated; and whatever he hoped, he was 


by no means certain, that when Laura re- 


covered, ſhe would not relate the fact as 


it really happened, and accuſe him publi- 


ly; for theſe reaſons he fervently wiſhed 
that ſhe might die of her preſent illneſs, 
or remain diſtracted. 85 

The continual anxiety he had for his 
own ſafety ſuſpended the ripening of a 
certain plan which before occupied his 


thoughts for the deſtruction of Seidlits, 


who was now daily expected. His whole 
attention was directed towards Laura ; for, 
although he never ventured to appear in 
her ſight, yet he took care to have every 
word reported to him that fell from her 


lips; and he was kept in continual alarm at 


the import of her expreſſions. 


» 
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- th mall u the fury paſſions tear, 
The vultures of the mind, 
Diſdainful Anger, pallid Fear, 
And Shame that ſculks behind; 
„„ * 
Or Jealouſy, with rankling tooth, 
That inly gnaws the heart; 
And Envy wan, and faded Care, 
Grim-viſag'd comfortleſs Deſpair, 
And Sorrow s piereing dart. Gravy, 


'BOUT this time Carloſtein and Seid- 

© lits returned from their excurſion ; 
they went directly to the houſe of Madame 
de Seidlits, and had the firſt account of the 
child's death and Laura's indiſpoſition from 
her maid; Madame de Seidlits herſelf be- 
ing then in bed, indiſpoſed with the watch- 
ing and fatigue which ſhe had undergone. 
The two friends were equally ſhocked at 
this affecting narrative; they ſpoke of call- 
ing 


— . 


ing at Signora Sporza's, but were informed 
that ſhe ſlept conſtantly at the houſe of 


Zeluco, and was hardly ever a moment 
from Laura's bed- ſide. Captain Seidlits then 
propoſed to go directly there, whither Car- 


loſtein thought he could not with propriety 


accompany him; but,“ overwhelmed with 
the deepeſt ſorrow, went to his lodging, 
there to wait for the return of his friend. 
Zeluco received Seidlits with all the ap- 
pearance of affliction. © Alas! my friend,” 
cried he, we have loſt your dear little 
nephew; he was cut off by convulſions in 
the arms of his mother. I am told by 
phyſicians, that ſuch accidents are not un- 
common among infants. I leave you to 
judge of his poor mother's ſituation; ſhe 
has been in a moſt diſordered ſtate of mind 
ever ſince; and ſhe ſeems to be always 
worſe after ſeeing any of her old acquaint- 
| ance,” . 
Io all this Seidlits made little or no an- 
ſwer; but a woman who had the particular 
care of Laura coming out of her bed- 
chamber, and reporting that ſhe was more 
A a 4 compoſed 
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compoſed than uſual, he deſired to be ad. 
| mitted to ſee her. 


„I] fear it will increaſe her uneaſineſs,” 
faid Zeluco. 


«© Iam convinced it will give her plea- 
ſure,” ſaid Seidlits;“ * ſhe had always 
pleaſure in ſeeing me.“ 


Really!“ ſaid claro; booking Sey 
at Seidlits; for a movement of jealouſy 
threw him off his guard. 

] have every reaſon to think ſo,” re- 
' ſumed Seidlits naturally, and without ob- 
ſerving how Zeluco was affected. 

* The Doctor muſt ceenwins,” fad 
Laura's nurſe, pointing to the Phyſician 
who entered the room. 

The caſe being ſtated to him, * Let her 
brother's name be mentioned to her,” ſaid 
he, „before he appears, and we will ob- 

ſerve how ſhe is affected. 
Zeluco did not object to the experiment; 
he thought ſomething might fall from 
Laura, on mentioning or ſeeing Seidlits, 


which would betray the intimacy that, as 4 


he ſuſpected, bad been between them. 
The 
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The Phyſician conducted Seidlits to 


Laura's bed- chamber. Zeluco ſtood at the 
door, which he kept a for the purpoſe 


of liſtening. 
Laura ſat up in the bed, propped wi Wi 


pillows; Signora Sporza near her. 22 


Phyſician whiſpered to Signora Sporza, that 
Captain Seidlits was arrived, and in the 
houſe; and he then ſaid aloud to her, 


„ Your friend Captain Seidlits is 1 ar- 


rived at Naples.” 


« I am moſt happy to hear it, did the, | 


looking at Laura, who took no notice. 


© Did you not hear, my dear, ſaid Sig- 
nora Sporza, addreſſing Laura, —“ Did you 
not hear what the Doctor ſaid ?”” 


« No;” replied Laura. 


« He ſaid your brother Captain Scidlits 


18 returned. 998 


„ Nes — ' ſaid Laura, without any emo- 
tion. - | 7 


* O' merciful Virgin!“ _ cried Signora 


Sporza, burſting into tears, © her ſweet 


ſenſes are gone; ;—ſhe knows 1 not | what I 
ſay.” 


* 
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What Laura heard, it appeared, made 


much leſs impreſſion on her mind than what 
ſhe ſaw; for ſhe no ſooner beheld Signora 


| Sporza in tears, than ſhe took hold of her 


hand, and with a look and tone of contri. 
tion, faid, © Woe i is me! I fear I * of- 


fended you; truly, I meant it not. 


« I know you did not, my angel,” ſaid 


Signora Sporza; but ſurely you remem- 


ber Captain Seidlits.“ 
Seidlits!“ ſaid Laura. 


Ves, my ſweet friend, your brother,” 
rejoined Signora Sporza. 


„My brother!“ repeated Laura, with a 


vacant ſtare, —* Where is my brother?“ 
Here is your brother,” faid Captain 


Seidlits, who, concealed by a ſkreen, had 
with impatience heard the converſation, 


and being no longer able to reſtrain his 
emotion, broke forth in this imprudent 


manner. 


Laura amd and hid her 5 under 
the bed- clothes at his ſudden appearance; 


- 5B My beloved ſiſter,” ſaid Seidlits, © do 
you not know me?” Signora Sporza and 


the 


1 


U 
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the Phyſician continuing to aſſure her that 
it was her brother, ſhe raiſed her head, and 
looked with caution and an appearance of 
terror at Seidlits ; ſhe threw her eyes alſo 
around the room, as if ſhe ſuſpected that 
ſome other perſon was in it. 

« There is nobody preſent but your 

friends, my love,” ſaid Signora Sporza. 

I was afraid the wicked hend had re- 
turned, ſaid Laura. | 

„ There is no wicked fiend here, my 
love,” ſaid Signora Sporza. This is your 

brother; you know him, do you not?” 

« Surely you do, my dear,” ſaid Seid- 
lits with a broken voice. 

Laura then looked more attentively at 


him; then throwing her eyes on Signora 


Sporza, ſhe pointed, with a ſmile, to Seid- 
lits. 


« Yes, my angel,” ſaid Signora Sporza, 
* that i is your brother.” 


Laura made no anſwer, but continued to 
look with complacency on Seidlits. 


The name of Brother affected her not ; 
but ſeeing him ſeemed to give her an agree- 
able 


rr rr — > mes Wine > oo os ey. — EET 
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vention of a medium, 


bene 


able impreſſion, without her being able to 
recollect his connexion with herſelf; yet 
when addreſſing her in the moſt affectionate 
terms he held forth his hand to her, ſhe 
gave him hers, and diſplayed, not only 


evident marks of ſatisfaction while he re- 
mained, but alſo of uneaſineſs when be 


propoſed to withdraw $57 61 oem 
Signora Sporza attended the Captain out 
of the room, and Zeluco conducted both 


into an adjoining apartment. 


The Author has been informed that this dil. 
tinction between the effect of audible and of viſible 
objects, has been criticiſed as unnatural. He is con- 
vinced, however, that he has obſerved it in people in 
the ſtate of mind in which Laura is here repreſented, 
and in tracing it, he endeavoured to copy faithfully 


from nature, * to recur to the trite, though true, 
| remark of, oy 


Ségnius irritant animos demiſſa per aurem 
Quam quæ ſunt oculis ſubjecta fidelibus; 


i 


J conceive that the eye may continue to do its of- 
fice of conveying intelligence to the mind, long after 
the latter has ceaſed to derive any information from 
words. The communication in the firſt caſe is na- 
tural and immediate, The ſecond requires the inter- 
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« How ſtrange,” ſaid Zeluco, © that 
ſhe was no way affected when told 2 you 
were come?“ 

Seidlits made no anſwer, but wiped his 
eyes. | 

« Yet ſhe ſeemed pleaſed at 1 you,” 
continued Zeluco. 

Seidlits was abſorbed in W and 
could not ſpeak for ſome time; he at length 
faid, addreſſing himſelf to Signora Sporza, 
" She ſeemed in terror at firſt ;—ſhe cer- 
tainly took me for ſome other perſon. 
—What did ſhe mean by the wicked 
fiend ?” 


Zeluco anticipated the anſwer, ſaying, 
* There is no knowing what ſhe means, 
her expreſſions are ſo extravagant, — ſhe 
probably has no meaning ;— the ſevere 
ſhock ſhe received by the ſudden death of 
the dear child, has entirely deranged her 


memory and judgment; only conceive a 
woman of her great ſenſibility to fee her 
child expire in her arms without any viſible 
cauſe! for although the Phyſician declares 

l 


382 os” 
be has known many inſtances of infants 
carried off in the ſame ſudden manner, 


yet her delicate conſtitution could not ſtand 
it z—but, thank Heaven! ſhe is better than 


ſhe was; and the Phyſician till hopes ſhe 
will recover entirely.” 
During this recital], Signora Sporza pre- 


ſerved a gloomy ſilence, but at one time 
ſhook her head in a manner which ſtruck 
terror into the heart of Zeluco, and raiſed 


ſuſpicions in the mind of Seidlits. 


When he went to his lodgings he found 
Mr. N- 


with Carloſtein. It was not 
without difficulty and many interruptions 
that he gave them an account of Laura's 


ſituation. They were all ſo much affeQed 


that little converſation paſſed between them, 
and Seidlits retired without communicating 


even to Carloſtein the doubts which he had 


on his mind. 

When he called next morning to know 
how his ſiſter was, he found an opportu- 
nity of ſpeaking with Signora Sporza by 


herſelf. * My dear Madam,” faid he, 
e . „Ibeg 


e. 


Z E L U E G. 232833 
ee T beg you will let me know your real ſen- 
timents of this melancholy affair. I fear 
you conceal ſomething.” 

„ know nothing, replied ſhe, * which 


I will not communicate to you. I do not 


know what to think. —lI left your ſiſter and 


the child well; in a few hours I returned, 
and the child was dead, and your lovely 
ſiſter thus; I then got the ſame account 
which you have heard. We mult take pa- 


tience.— The Phyſician is an honeſt man, 


and your ſiſter grows a little better. I never 
quit her ;—we muſt have patience.” Zeluco 
entering the room, prevented any farther 
converſation. 51 

Laura ſeemed gradually and uniformly 
to grow better from the time that Seidlits 
arrived; but ſhe recovered her bodily 


ſtrength and looks in a greater proportion ; 


than ſhe did her memory and judgment. 


Carloſtein meanwhile remained in the 


moſt agonizing ſtate of ſuſpenſe; his ſpirits 
roſe or fell according to the accounts he re- 
ceived of her ſtate of health from the Phy- 
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were all engaged at- the 
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ſician, from Signora Sporza, and from his 
friend Seidlits: he was continually going 
from the one to the other; and when they 
ſame time with 


aura, be walked in ſight of the houſe 


ing till one of them came out, that 
he might receive freſh. intelligence on the 
only ſubject on which he could think or 
converſe. 


CHAP. XCI.. 


O, it is monſtrous | 
 Methought the billows fpoke, and told me of it; 
The winds did fing it to me. SHAKESPEARE. 


THE death of the child, the diſorder 


of Laura, with the fears which op- 
preſſed the mind of Zeluco, leſt the imme- 
diate cauſe of both ſhould be ſuſpected from 
the myſterious expreſſions of Laura, had 
ſo much engroſſed his time, that it was not 
in his power to beſtow much of his com- 
pany on Nerina; he well knew that all the 
diſplay of ſorrow he made would be con- 


ſidered as mere grimace, and would even 
ſtrengthen the ſuſpicions which his per- 


ſonal ſafety rendered it ſo neceſſary for him 
to extinguiſh, if he were known to viſit 
her at the very time he was affecting 
ſo much grief on account of the child's 
death and his wife's diſorder. He there- 
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from diſplaying her ill-humour. 
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fore viſited Nerina very ſeldom, and with 


the utmoſt ſecrecy. 


This conduct, though prudent and expe- 


dient in Zeluco's ſituation, was highly of- 
fenſive to Nerina, and all the apologies 
and explanations he was able to make 


could not perſuade her to view it in any 
other light. 
It is true, ſhe was not acquainted with 
the chief reaſon he had for obſerving this 
line of conduct; for although he had in- 
formed Nerina of the child's ſudden death, 


and the effect it had produced on Laura, 
he was of too reſerved and cautious a tem- 
per to entruſt her with the original «cauſe 


of both, which conſtantly preyed upon 
's mind, and filled him with increaſing 


ibu une 


In one of his * viſits to her, ſhe im- 


l puted the dejection of ſpirits which aroſe 
from thoſe painful reflections, to grief for 


the death of his child; and conſidering this 
as an inſult to her, ſhe could not refrain h 


« J cannot 


SSLOES | 6 


% J cannot help thinking you one of the 
moſt fortunate men living, faid ſhe to 
him. 


« Tn what?” ſaid he, a little ſurpriſed 


at the obſervation. 


« Why, in getting ſo cleverly rid of a 


baſtard,” replied ſhe, © who would have 
cut off great part of your fortune from 
your own children, if ever you have any.” 

To this Zeluco making no reply, ſhe 
proceeded : © But although you have been 
fo providentially freed from one, it would 
be wiſe in you to be a little more watchful 
in future ; ; you may not get ſo quickly rid 
of the next. 

At this obſer vation he fell into a fit of 
ſwearing. 

I am not ſurpriſed at your ill-humour,” 
continued ſhe; * it is to be ſure a little pro- 
yoking to have a wife who pretends to have 


loſt her ſenſes, and a brother-in-law ſo dif- 


agreeable to you, and ſo very agreeable 
to her, conſtantly at her bed-ſide,” 

of Pretends !” cried Zeluco ; ; © Can you 
conceive it is pretence ?” 

Bb 2 0 Nay,” 
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« Nay,” replied Nerina, you ought 
to be the beſt judge of your wife's ſenſibi- 
lity; but one cannot help thinking it a 

little extraordinary that ſhe ſhould be ſo 
much affected with a loſs which ſhe can ſo 
readily ſupply.” 

Zeluco poured freſh execrations on Laura 
and her brother, wiſhing he knew how to 

get quit of both. 
Contrive only to free yourſelf from 
ber, ſaid Nerina, and you will be no 
nr troubled with Him. 
4e ſhall never be freed from her,” ſaid 
he peeviſhly; © ſhe grows better inſtead 
of worſe.” Pr, 
Do not deſpair,” cried Nerina, © ſhe 
may depart when it is leaſt expected. 
No. —She grows better, I tell you,” 
ſaid Zeluco ; ec there is no chance of her 
departure now.” 


„There is one W however, faid 
[ Nerina. | 


f « What 1 is that?“ ſaid Zeluco eagerly. 

ö She may be ſnapt off in ſuch a fit as 
| | the child was, ſaid Nerina. | 1 
1 | — 


CEL U.CU 389 
At this random expreſſion, the alarmed 
heart of Zeluco ſhrunk; he became pale as 
aſhes, and ſtaring wildly, in a voice half 
ſuppreſſed, he uttered, „ What do you 
mean? 


« Mean!” ſaid ſhe, furpriſed at his emo- 


tion What do you mean?—What in the 
name of wonder diſturbs you ?—Gracious 
heaven, how pale you are! do not know 
what I ſaid.— What can be the matter with 
you?” 4 is 

2 grew ſick all of a ſudden,” ſaid he, 


recovering his preſence of mind, „but it 


is paſſing away already.“ 


hope it was nothing which I ſaid that 


affected you ſo.” 

„No; not in the leaſt,” replied Zeluco, 
forcing a ſmile ; I did not obſerve what 
you ſaid: I was thinking of ſomething 


elſe;—but I have been ſubject of late to 


fickiſh qualms which invade me ſuddenly, 
and make me look very pale.“ 


« You never mentioned this to me be- 
fore,” ſaid Nerina. 


B b 3 % No 


1 
3 rt 7 0 
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% No aſſuredly, ſaid Zeluco ; © I hate 
to mention it to any body, or even to 
think of it.—Let us talk of ſomething 
elſe.” . 
The uſual conſequence of vice was 
ſtrongly felt by this unhappy man; though 
naturally bold and daring, the conſcious 
guilt which hung upon his mind unmanned 
him to ſuch a degree, that he was ap- 
palled at every accidental expreſſion; and 
the conſtant uncaſineſs which this occaſion. 


ed ſuggeſted freſh crimes to free him from 
the effects of the former. 


In ſpite of all his endeavours againſt them, 
he often fell into fits of muſing while he 
remained with Nerina; when ſhe accuſed 
him of this, and inquired into the cauſe 
of his dejection, he imputed it to a return 
of ſickneſs ; and on her ſtating this as a 
mere pretext to conceal the true cauſe, 
« Why then,” ſaid he, by way of pleaſ- 
ing her, and to prevent her farther in- 
quiries, if you will have the truth, lam 
embarraſſed with a wife, which puts it out 


I of 
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of my power to devote my whole time and 
attention to her on whom my heart is 
fixed.” 

In her preſent ſituation,” ſaid Nerina, 
« if your wife really is in the ſtate you 


ſeem to think, it were better for the wo- 


man herſelf that ſhe were dead.“ 
That may be, faid Zeluco; “ but 


the: will not die a minute the ſooner for 


that.“ 
8 What is the Phyſician' 8 opinion?” re- 
"v8 it is | impoſiible to know,” replied Ze- 
luco; 10 thoſe fellows never give their real 
opinion.“ 


** I have no notion of employing a Phy- 


ſician who will not give what opinion, 
and alſo what medicines, are moſt * 
dient, ſaid Nerina. 


To this ſtrange ſpeech Zeluco made no 


anſwer. 


« What medicines does he give hw] "op 
reſumed ſhe, 


** Upon my foul 1 never aſked,” ſaid 5 


Zeluco. . 
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0 Becauſe,” reſumed Nerina, I be- 
lieve they give laudanum in ſuch caſes: I 
happened to know this by a ſingular ac- 
cident enough; an acquaintance of mine 
was affected in the ſame way; ſhe was 
ordered by a phyſician a certain number of 
drops every night; her maid, by miſtake, 
gave a whole phial full, and ſhe died next 
morning in the pleaſanteſt way imagin- 
able; her relations made a rout about it at 
firſt, but on calm reflection they were 
ſatisfied, that in the patient's ſituation it 
was the luckieſt accident that eould have 
befallen her.” = 
_ Zeluco, without ſeeming to underſtand 
the import of this ftory, replied coldly, 
I fhall leave the phyſician to treat his 
patient as he pleaſes.” 

The conſtant terror under which Zeluco 
was, leſt Laura, whether intentionally or 
not, ſhould ſay any thing which might 
create ſuſpicion againſt himſelf, was ſuf- 
| ficient, independent of his abſurd jealouſy, 
to have converted his indifference for her 
into a rancorous hatred. He now wiſhed 
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whether he ſhould ado 


, he re- 


pt it or not 


ſolved at all events to act without a con- 


fident. 
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CHAP, xcn. 


Animum pictura paſcit i inani, 
Multa g emen | 
Dum ſtupet, obtutuque hazret defixus in uno. 
VG. 


N the mean time Laura ſeemed ſomenhat 
better; ſhe had been free from le- 


thargic ſtupor and faintings for a conſder- 


able interval, but till continued languid 
and dejected, and was in general fient: 

_ ſometimes ſhe ſhed tears, and without any 
obvious cauſe; at other times ſhe ſeemed 
tolerably cheerful, particularly when her 
brother entered her room ; her bodily 
health upon the whole was greatly better, 
but her memory and underſtanding con- 
tinued impaired: ſhe never inquired for 
any body, nor ſeemed to recollect that they 
exiſted till they appeared before her, on 


which it was evident whom ſhe preferred: 
. 
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when ſhe ſpoke, 1t was always f in ſhort and 
nn ſentences. 

Madame de Seidlits's indiſpoſition con- 
fined her almoſt conſtantly to her chamber, 
ſo that Signora Sporza, Captain Seidlits, 
and her maids, were the only perſons, 
beſides the phyſician, whom Laura ſaw. 

One morning after Zeluco had rode out, 
Signora Sporza and Seidlits, by the Phy- 
fician's permiſſion, conducted Laura from 
her own apartment to a higher chamber, 
| from whence there was a very command- 
ing proſpect. She ſat for ſome time at the 
window, looking with complacency at the 
beautiful and varied ſcenery before her 
eyes, while Seidlits pointed out the parti- 
cular objects. Both he and Signora Sporza 
were delighted with the compoſure of 
mind which Laura retained on chis o- 
cafion. 

She then roſe and walked about the room, 
till a picture which hung on the wall en- 
gaged her attention: the ſubject was the 
Maſſacre of the Innocents.—The inſtant 
that ſhe perceived it, ſhe ſtarted and be- 


trayed 
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trayed great emotion, but her eyes fo 


were riveted on one particular group; i; ſb! 
conſiſted of a mother ſtruggling with 2 
fierce ſoldier, who with one hand aimed a 30 
poignard at her infant, while with the ſit 
other he graſped the child by the throat. tal 
When Signora Sporza perceived what Ob 
peculiarly engroſſed Laura's attention, ſhe Wi fe 
endeavoured to remove her from the pic. WF 8 
ture: it was not in her power. Laura was 0 
faſcinated to the ſpot; ſhe held her friend 0 
with a rigid eraſp, while, with her face 
projected, her eyes devoured the group. 
« What is the meaning of this? what 0 
alarms you, my ſiſter?“ cried Seidlits— 0 
Laura turned to him with a diſtracted . 
glance, and then pointing with her finger 
to the aſſaſſin who graſped the child, the (W © 
cried with a voice of wildneſs and terror, — 


t Look !—look !”—and being immediately 
ſeized with convulſions, ſhe was 1n that 
ſtate carried to bed, | 
The Phyſician preſcribed FIN calming 
| medicines, notwithſtanding which the con- 
vulfions and ſpaſms continued at intervals 


ſor 


1 
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for near two hours, when they abated, and 
ſhe fell into a ſlumber, 

When Captain Seidlits underſtood that 
Laura was in this ſtate, he had the curio- 
fity to return to the room in which ſhe was 
taken ill; and Signora Sporza, excited by 
the ſame curioſity, left her friend for a 
few minutes, and followed him. She found 
| Seidlits examining the picture; it happen- 
ed by a ſingular coincidence, that the face 
of the aſſaſſinating ſoldier had ſome reſem- 
blance to that of Zeluco. Signora Sporza 
had not looked long at the picture till ſhe 
obſerved it; Almighty Providence!” ex- 
claimed ſhe; © how is this?“ and then 
ſhe looked at Captain Seidlits. 

« It is certainly ſo,” ſaid he; © I am 
quite of your opinion.” 

ce What, you perceive a likeneſs ? ?” re- 
ſumed ſhe, 


«© A moſt diabolic likeneſs,” anſwered 
Seidlits. 


e But the ſubject v was what firſt attracted 
her notice, continued Signora Sporza. 


ce Which 
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Which confirms my ſuſpieions,“ fh 


he, „ that this accurſed villain —— 3 ſe 
Seidlits raiſed his voice, Signora Sporn, yo 
clapping her PA on his mouth, beggel oy 
bim to be more temperate. After ſons Eo 
| converſation, they agreed in the propriety " 
of concealing their ſentiments, till they 
| could get more light into a matter ſo myl. | 8 
| _ -tertous, and which gave birth to ideas ſo ” 
+ horrid; Captain Seidlits gave her his pro- b 
miſe to take no ſtep without acquainting , 
| her, and ſhe aſſured him of all the affi- 55 
ance ſhe could give in his endeavours to get | 


at the truth. ; 
But their mutual efforts to this purpoſe 
were ſuſpended by the increaſing danger of 

\ Laura; the ſlumber in which they left her 
did not continue long, ſhe was reſtleſs, 
uneaſy, and feveriſh in the night; the 
feveriſh ſymptoms augmented next day, 
ſhe was delirious the whole of the follow- 
ing night, and was for three days in ſuch 
imminent danger that all her attendants 


dreaded, and her huſband hoped, that ſhe 
| would 


—. 
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would expire; but all at once, when ſhe 
ſeemed at the height of danger, ſhefell into 
a profound calm and long continued ſleep, 
at the end of which ſhe awoke entirely 
| free from fever, and with her memory and 
ſenſes reſtored. 

The joy of Signora Howes and pai 
; Seidlits on this happy event was ſomewhat 
mitigated by the fear that Laura's memory 
being now returned, a recollection of the 
child's death, and the circumſtances attend- 
ing it, might produce a relapſe; but whether 
it was the natural conſequence of that 
languor to which the fever reduced Laura, 
or whatever elſe was the cauſe, certain it is 
that ſhe bore the recollection of the ſcene 
which firſt occaſioned her illneſs with di- 
miniſhed ſenſibility; her ſorrow was ac- 
companied with none of thoſe violent ef- 
fe&s, but ſeemed to be all at once mellow- 
ed into a calm uniform melancholy : and 
the Phyſician gave the moſt flattering hopes 
of the full reſtoration of her ſtrength and 
ſpirits, defiring at the ſame time that no- 
Ts thing 
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thing ſhould be ſaid during her comm: 


leſcence which alluded to her child. 
Laura herſelf perceived that every al. 
luſion of that nature was carefully avoided ; 


but one day, when Signora Sporza was 
with her alone, ſhe aſked, How her poor 


mother had borne the ſhock of the child 
death; and put ſeveral other queſtions to 
Signora Sporza, reſpecting the interment 


of the infant; during the recital, which 


was given in conſequence of thoſe inquiries, 
ſhe wept abundantly, but ſoon wiping 


away her tears, ſhe ſaid, Why ſhould I 
be grieved for my child? he has eſcaped 


many evils to which he muſt have been ex- 
poſed had he lived; ſome of them of more 


importance than that of dying; but his 


future happineſs is now ſecure.” 
dignora Sporza finding, to her great ſur- 
priſe and ſatisfaction, that ſhe could ſpeak 
with ſuch ſerenity on this ſubject, took oc- 
caſion ſometime after to aſk Laura, What 
ſhe thought gave occaſion to the convulſions 
of which the infant died ? From this 
GE aueſtion 


* E L -U-C-O. 401 
queſtion Laura conceived at once what ac- 
count Zeluco had given of that transſaction, 
and from Signora Sporza's manner, as 
well as from her ſubſequent inquiries, 
Laura alſo perceived that her friend had 
ſuſpicions that his account was not exactly 
true. To theſe inquiries ſhe anſwered, 
That it was impoſſible for her to tell 
what was the cauſe of ſuch fits, but ſhe had 
often heard that infants were liable to them 
from various cauſes; and by her manner 

the plainly ſhewed that ſhe was not inclined 
do ſpeak more fully on the ſubject. Laura 
knew that ſhe was the only witneſs of the 

| child's death, and although ſhe had come 
to a reſolution to take meaſures for being 
for ever ſeparated from her huſband, ſhe 
was equally determined not to appear her- 
ſelf, or put it in the power of any other 
perſon to appear, as his accuſer. 


During all the time that Laura was diſ- 
ordered, Zeluco had kept out of her fight, 
on the pretence that he could not bear to 
ſee one ſo dear to him in that melancholy 
ſtate; the real reaſon was, his dreading 

Vos. H. Ce that 
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that ſhe would diſcover ſymptoms of horror, 
and thereby give riſe to ſuſpicions which 
he was moſt ſolicitous to prevent. 

As ſhe was now, to his great ſorrow, 
much better in her bodily health, and not 
at all difordered in other reſpects, he 
thought it would feem very fingular for 
him to delay ſeeing her any longer; but 
being willing to ſound her own inclination 
in the firſt place, he told the Phyſician he 
was impatient to ſee his beloved wife, but 
would not till he thould know from him if 
he could with ſafety. The Phyſician men- 
.. tioned this to Laura, who immediately de- 
clared that ſhe could not as yet bear the 
company or converſation of any body, ex- 
cept that of her mother, who was now 
ſomewhat better, or of Signora Sporza; 
that even theirs, when unuſually prolonged, 


occaſioned head- ach and feveriſhneſs ; ſhe 
begged, therefore, that no other, not even 
her brother, or huſband, would think of 
viſitipg her till ſhe was ſtronger. Laura 
had added her brother, whom ſhe had not 
Teen ſince the picture keene, to render the 

excluſion 
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excluſion of her huſband the leſs extraordi- 


nary. 
Ever ſince het mind had recovered its 


Powers, Laura had been reflecting how ſhe 


ought to proceed in order to obtain a ſe- 


paration from her huſband with the leaſt 


| poſſible eclat or other diſagreeable circum- 5 


ſtance; having reſolved to conceal her prin- 
pal reaſon, ſhe did not chuſe to conſult with 
her mother, brother, or Signora Sporza, 
till ſhe had tried what effect an application 
to Zeluco himſelf would have. What the 

Fhyſician told her rendered her impatient 

to make this trial. Having written the 
following letter, therefore, ſhe ſent it to her 
huſband, when ſhe knew he was alone in 
his own apartment. | 


« To Si gnor Zeluco. 


Vo cannot be ſurpriſed, or ſorry to 
be informed, that it is my unalterable reſo- 
lution never to ſee you more. 


I am the only witneſs of the horrid 
deed, 


Cc 1 « I have 
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1 have mestiote it to no mortal, nor 
ever ſhall, unleſs forced by your refuſal to 
comply with my propoſal, or by madneſs | 
which a fight of you want EO drive me 
into. 1 

“The plan of ſeparation ſhall be pro- 
poſed by me to my friends, and on a pre- 
text which cannot affect you; all I require 


is your concurrence that it may take a | 
without noiſe or difficulty. 

I demand no ſettlement; but ſhall 
delay mentioning this affair to my relations 
till my mother's health is a little better 
g eſtabliſhed, which there is every appear- 
1 ance will be very ſoon. rt 


Do not think of turning me from my 
purpoſe; the attempt alone will involve 
you in trouble. 
I deſire no anſwer but a ſimple aſſent, 
and ſhall ever pray that the mercy of Hea- 
ven may be extended to you. 
LAURA SeIDLITS. 


Zeluco was preparing to go abroad when 
he received this letter; he changed his pur- 
poſe, 
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pole, and remained in his apartment the 
whole day. 

He was at firſt ſo much exaſperated, that 
he had thoughts of burſting into Laura's 
apartment, demanding an explanation of 
what ſhe had written, with a view of in- 
timidating her into ſilence, by threats of 
confining her for life as a diſtracted wo- 
man, if ſhe dared to accuſe him, But a 
very little reflexion convinced him of the 
danger ſuch a meaſure would be attended 
with ; beſides, he ſaw that no colouring of 
his would efface the impreſſion which her 
ſtory, if ſhe was forced to unfold It, muſt 


make on a public by no means diſpoſed to 

think with partiality of him. Zeluco, 

therefore, determined on this occaſion to 
bridle the impetuoſity of his rage, and. 
make both his pride and humour obey the 
dictates of prudence; he relinquiſhed every 

openly violent meaſure, and ſent the fol- 

lowing anſwer to Laura: 
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26 E R Le 0 
ſome parts of your letter allude to, I agree to 


| your propoſal of ſeparation z when you 


your own, unſought by me, yet I am will- 
ing to give you a reaſonable annuity for 
| life.” | + ER 


which ſhe reſolved to adopt immediately 


— 
— - 
——— 
r 
——ů — — 


« ALTHOUGH I underftand not what 


mention this matter to your relations, you 
will let them know, that although this pro- 
ceeds entirely from a piece of humour of 


Laura was greatly pleaſed with this an- 
ſwer; ſhe was reſolved to accept of no ſet- 
tlement from Zeluco, but thought it beſt to 
ſay nothing on that head, till ſhe ſhould 
remove from his houſe. She herſelf 
would have preferred returning to Ger- 
many, had ſhe not feared it would be diſ- 
agreeable to her mother, and had ſhe not 
miſtruſted her own heart, which ſhe was 
conſcious ſuggeſted that meaſure from par- 
tiality to Carloſtein. The plan, therefore, 


after the ſeparation was, to take refuge, for 
ſome time at leaſt, in a convent at Naples, 
| 8 ue 
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or perhaps at Rome or Florence, where ſhe 
could board at a very moderate expence ; 
and having determined to acquaint no mor- 
tal with the chief reaſon of this ſeparation, 
ſhe expected to meet with difficulty in con- 
vincing her mother of its propriety ; and 
therefore ſhe watched the advance of her 
health, that ſhe might mention it at a time 
| when ſhe would ſuffer little from the un- 
ealineſs It would give her. 


8 W Hum weißer 


CHAP. XCIE. 


Me, me (adſum qui feci), in me convertite ferrum, 
ne. 


EE N Seidlits informed his friend 
Carloſtein of the effe& which the light 


1 of the picture had on Laura; alſo of his 


n 
PR POSTS OY 


own and Signora Sporza's ſuſpicions relat- 
[ ing to the child's death and the mother's 
l illneſs, which ſuſpicions acquired new 
. ſtrength from the ſecond illneſs of Laura, 


and the ſingular manner in which it had 
orginated, While Laura continued in 


—— 
N 9 


danger, the minds of her relations were fo 
much agitated, that they could think of 
nothing elſe; but when the danger was 
over, and it appeared that the criſis of the 
Fever had not only thrown off the bodily 
diſeaſe but alſo the mental diſorder, Seid- 
lits reſumed his conferences with Carlo- 


ſtein reſpecting the myſterious circumſtances 
| which 
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which accompanied the child's death, and 
had occurred ſince; and Carloſtein ex- 
preſſing a great deſire to ſee the picture, 


Seidlits conducted him one day to the room 


in which it hung. 
db There is the villain!“ ſaid Seidlits, 


pointing to the figure of the foltics with: 
the poignard. © Obſerve with what fury 


he aims at the child.”——Carloſtein con- 


tinued to examine the group with filent at- 


tention. 

* It is true,” reſumed Seidlits, “ that 
there was no wound on the body of my 
ſiſter's infant.“ 
et But obſerve,” ſaid Carloſtein, with 
what force the murderer graſps that child 
by the throat. 

Do you not ſee the reſemblance which 
ſtrikes Signora Sporza ?” continued Seid- 
lits, not having perceived the import of 
Carloſtein's remark. 


— 


Les; I perceive ſomething of that na- 


ture; not a great deal however,” anſwered 


ene, who already repented of the 
inſinuation 
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410 2 E L UCO. 
inſinuation which had eſcaped him, for he 
wiſhed not to ſtrengthen his friend's ſuſpi- 

_ cions without ſtronger evidence. 

C The reſemblance ſeems to me very 
evident,” ſaid Seidlits. 

Perhaps there is ſome reſemblance,” _ 
added Carloſtein; ** ſuch . occur often 
enough.“ 

„Do you not think it would ſtrike the 


villain himſelf, were he to ſee it?“ tad 


Seidlits. SH 
% ſhould think not,” replied Carloſtein, 


who dreaded the conſequence of his friend's 
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retaining that idea, 


— — NEC TIS. SCAR 
CCC 
* * 


« Pray lend me your pencil,” 5 0 
\ Seidlits; “ it all lake him, by heaven! 
if he ever looks at ' 

He immediately wrote over the figure of 

the ſoldier, the name of Zeluco.—“ There,” 

ſaid he, now, it will be impoſſible for 
him to miſtake his repreſentative.” ?“ 

Carloſtein endeavoured to prevail upon 

his friend to obliterate what he had written; 


but finding him obſtinate, he determined 
10 
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to get Signora Sporza to do it before there 
was any probability of Zeluco's entering 
that room, 

As Carloſtein and Seidlits walked out of 
the court, they met Zeluco. Carloſtein hav- 
ing received the pencil, ſtill held it in his 
hand, but ſeeing his friend's eyes Kindle at 
the approach of Zeluco, he whiſpered,*Pray, 
ſay nothing to him at preſent.” “ I muſt, 
give him a flight hint,” replied Seidlits; 
and then ſaid aloud to Zeluco, * We were 
examining the picture, Signor, which af= 
fected my lifter ſo violently,” _ 95 

What picture?“ ſaid Zeluco. I 
know nothing of a picture.” 

Signora Sporza had concealed that inci- 
dent carefully from him; having only in- 
formed him that Laura had relapſed ſud- 
denly, without mentioning the cauſe. 

„ By much the moſt intereſting piece in 
your collection,“ replied Seidlits; © it had 

almoſt proved fatal to your wife: pray exa- 
mine it carefully, and when we next meet, I 
ſhall be glad to know how you reliſh it.” 
Having ſaid this, Seidlits walked on, and 
Carloſtein 


412 ZE L UN 
Carloſtein whiſpered Zeluco, There is 3 
name written wth this pencil over the prin- 
cipal figure; if you wiſh for any further 
eclaircifſement, apply to me,—l ſhall be at 


home in leſs than an hour, and ready to 
give you whatever ſatisfaction you de- 


fre,” 
Carloſtein was folly- perſuaded that the 
conſequence of Zeluco's looking at the 
picture, with the ſtyle in which Seidlits 
had directed him to it, muſt be a perſona! 
quarrel between them; he knew that Laura 
dreaded nothing more than ſuch an event, 
and well remembered with what earneſtneſs 
ſhe had intreated him, if he ſhould ever 
\ Tee any appearance of that kind, to do every 
thing in his power to prevent it. She had 
once ſaid, talking on that ſubject to Signora 
Sporza, that ſhe would conſider this as the 
greateſt obligation that any perſon could 
confer upon her. He had accordingly en- 
deavoured as much as he could 'to prevail 
on Seidlits to obliterate the name; he had 
reſolved to write to Signora Sporza to do 


what Seidlits refuſed; and he had tried to 
prevent 
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prevent Seidlits from addreſſing Zeluco in 
the manner he did. Having failed in all, 
he ſaw no means of obviating a perſonal 
conteſt between the huſband and brother of 
Laura, but by drawing the reſentment of 

Zeluco from Seidlits to himſelf; this hav- 
ing truck him inſtantly, he whiſpered Ze- 
luco as has been mentioned. 

Carloſtein had alſo another reaſon for 
being ſolicitous to prevent Seidlits from 
meeting Zeluco in the field; he knew the 

latter to be far more ſkilful and expert in 
the uſe of the ſmall ſword than his friend. 

He had often ſeen them fence together, 

and Zeluco had an evident ſuperiority even 

when he did not exert his whole powers. 

Although Seidlits had been as fully con- 

vinced of this as his friend, which he 

Was not, it would, on the preſent occaſion, 
have had no weight with him. Piſtols 
were out of the queſtion, no ſuch weapon 
being uſed in affairs of this nature in Italy. 
Carloſtein imagined himſelf rather a more 
{ſkilful fencer than Seidlits, though con- 
ſeious of being by much inferior to Ze- 


luco, 
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luco, who was accounted one of the beſt in 
the kingdom of Naples. 

When the two friends had walked a little 
way after quitting Zeluco, Seidlits turning 
round to Carloſtein, who followed him, 
faid, © I ſhall certainly hear from him this 
afternoon or to-morrow.” 

— 1 dare ſwear,” anſwered Carloftein, 
& he will take till to-morrow to conſider in 
what manner he is to aſk an explana- 
tion of the words which you arab to 
him.” 

4 T ſhall give him a very brief and clear 

explanation whenever he does,” ſaid Seich 
lits. 
“ Suppoſe,” reſumed Carloftein, „he 
ſhould be able to explain to your ſatisfac- 
tion the circumſtances which ſeem ſo diſ- 
mally myſterious to us.” 

I ſhall make an apology without heſi- 
tation,“ ſaid Seidlits. © But you will attend 
me in caſe we do goout ?” 

« Of courſe,” replied Carloftein. © If 
I remember, you are engaged to dinner at 
our miniſter's, —You go, I ſuppole ?” _ 
9 e cannot 


PPP TY ry” © 
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&« ] cannot do otherwiſe,” ſaid Seidlits; 

« hut J will leave word with Targe to bring 
me any meſſage. 

J am convinced you will have none 
before to-morrow,” rejoined Carloſtein; 
and if no accommodation takes place 
you will probably arrange matters for the 
| following morning: —at all events, I ſhall 
| haye a poſt-chaiſe prepared to carry you 
directly to the eccleſiaſtical ſtate.” 

« Pray do,” faid Seidlits, “ for I am 
confident I ſhall do his buſineſs for all his 
vaunted ſkill:—there is ſome difference be- 
tween a foil and a ſword. Adieu, 1 muſt 
dreſs for dinner. Lou dine with Mr. N—, 
do you not?“ 


e do,” replied Carloſtein ; & but we 


ſhall meet in the evening.” They ſepa- 
rated, 


Zeluco had obſerved ſomething fierce 


and menacing in the countenances both of 


Carloſtein and Seidlits; he was much more 
ſurpriſed at this in the former than in the 
latter, becauſe Carloſtein and he had always 
been apparently, at leaſt, on the moſt 


* 


friendly 
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friendly footing. He could not comprehend 
the import of what was ſaid by either, 
On going up ſtairs, he demanded of one of 
Laura's maids, in what room her miſtreſ 
was when ſhe was laſt taken ill. On enter · 
ing the room, he threw his eyes in a cur- 
ſory manner over the pictures, but the 
moment he perceived the maſſacre of the 
innocents, his heart ſhrunk within him, 
' and he was convinced that this muſt be 
the piece in queſtion ; with a trembling 
ſtep he approached nearer to the pic- 
| ture, and having diſtinguiſhed the ſoldier 
| graſping the neck of the child, he ſtarted 
back, as if the poignard had been aimed at 
his own breaſt: —after a pauſe, he advanced 
again, forcing his averted eyes once more 
on the picture, and with horror and diſmay 
obſerved his own name inſcribed over the 
head of the ſoldier, N 
Perplexed, confounded, and 1 be 
ſhrunk down upon a chair, and as ſoon as 


he was able to walk, he ſtole down ſtairs, 
and ſhut himſelf up in his own apart 
ment. „ 
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Ife had promiſed to paſs that evening 
with Nerina, but finding himſelf in a ſtate 
of ſuch perturbation, quite undetermined 
what meaſures to adopt, not daring to in- 
form her or any other perſon of the cauſe 
of his perplexity; he ſent a verbal meſſage 
by the ſervant uſually employed by them, 
importing, That he was taken ſuddenly 
| ill, and therefore could not poſſibly wait on 

her at the appointed time; but if he found 
himſelf better, he ſhould have that plea- 
ſure the following evening. 

Having diſmiſſed the footman with this 
meſſage, he continued in painful reflexion 
on theſe extraordinary incidents; he could 
no longer doubt of both Seidlits and Car- 
loſtein's having ſtrong ſuſpicions of his 

being the cauſe of the child's death and 
Laura's illneſs: he was impreſſed alſo with 
the notion that thoſe ſuſpicions were con- 
veyed to them by Laura, either deſignedly, 
when ſhe recovered her memory, or unde- 
ſignedly, during the ravings of her diſorder: 
in either caſe ſhe was the object of his un- 
diſtinguiſhing vengeance, 1 

Vor. II. D d : His 
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His former plan of treating her as 4 
mad woman, he ſaw would not be of any 
uſe now, when, to his infinite mortifica- 
tion, ſhe was perfectly recovered. He felt 
the neceſſity under which he was to de- 
mand an explanation of Seidlits and Car- 
loſtein. As the expreſſions which Carloſtein 
had whiſpered were the moſt direct and 
pointed, he reſolved to begin with him, 
Yet ſhould the effect of this be a duel, he 
plainly ſaw, that by attracting the public 
attention, and exciting inquiries, it would 
produce a great many of thoſe conſequences 
he ſo anxiouſly wiſhed to prevent. 

In this ſtate of heſitation and direful per- 


ſafety unboſom himſelf, and from whom he 
might receive counſel and conſolation ? but 
the friend of no man, he well knew that 
no man was his friend. He could hardly 


meet.an eye even in his own family, which 


2 jy averſion, 


plexity, how often did this wretched man | 
+ wiſh for a friend to whom he could with 


having! in the whole courſe of his life been 


he did not ſuſpect of looking on him with 


D ” 


averſion, either from love for Laura, or 
direct hatred for him. 

After weighing all the difficulties and 
dangers, a great choice of which preſented 
themſelves to his mind, he could form no | 


| fixed plan of future conduct, but in the 
mean time thought himſelf abſolutely bound 


| without farther hefiration to go and talk to 
| Carloſtein. woes 
| Tn all caſes where he was not diſturbed 
by conſcience; which makes cowards of us 
all, Zeluco had leſs perſonal fear than moſt 
people; but as he was equally devoid of 
principle, his notions on the ſubje& of duel- 
| ling were ſomewhat ſingular. 
One of his maxims was, that a man 
who injured another might, conſiſtently 
with good ſenſe, and ought, from a regard 
to his own character, to fight the perſon 
he had injured, the moment he was re- 
quired; but he thought it in the higheſt 
degree ſilly and abſurd in the injured per- 
ſon to take ſuch a dangerous and preca- 
rious method of obtaining reparation; juſ- 
tice and common ſenſe would dictate, he 


Dd-a -- imagined, 
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imagined, ſome more certain plan of ven⸗ 
geance, except indeed the injury was known 
to the public, or of a nature which ad. 
mitted of no delay. In ſuch caſes, a re. 
gard to the world's opinion ſuperſede 
every other conſideration. His preſent by- 
ſineſs with Carloſtein he conſidered in this 
laſt claſs; he had no doubt of Carloſtein; 
having communicated to Seidlits and to 
others what he had whiſpered to himſelf; 
therefore, notwithſtanding that he con- 
dered himſelf as the injured perſon, not the 
injurer, he thought it incumbent on him 
to demand an explanation in the uſual 
mode ; being determined however not to 
bring matters to the laſt extremity, if he 
could find any plauſible means of avoiding 
it; not that he feared the iſſue of the duel, 
being too confident in his own {kill to har- 
bour any doubt; but merely becauſe he 
wiſhed, if poſſible; to avoid every meaſure 
which might tend to make an eclat, or lead 
to 1 into the cauſe of the quarrel. 
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CH AP, - XV. 


What ſtronger breaſt- plate than a heart untainted ? 
Thrice is he arm'd that has his quarrel juſt ; 
And he but naked, though lock'd up in ſteel, 

| Whoſe conſcience with injuſtice is corrupted. 
SHAKESPEARE. | 


ZELUCO found Carloſtein, as 3 
pected, alone. You will not be ſur- 


priſed at ſeeing me, Sir, after your late be- 


haviour,” ſaid Zeluco. 
I am not ſurpriſed,” 00 Carloſtein. 


« You promiſed me an explanation,” 
added Zeluco. 


« Propoſe your difficulty,” rejoined Car- 


loſtein, and you'll find me as good as my 


word.“ 1 
+5: was defired to examine a picture,” 
faid Zeluco, fiercely. 
is Which I preſume you have done,” 
added Carloſtein, with calmneſs. 
Uda « I have,” 


ml 
. 
1 

1 

j 
MN 
14 
we 
11 

— " 
* 
Rt 
Wi 

Ry 

1 

1 

1 

i 

eb 

" 

| 

1 
. 
A 
1 
th 
"| 
i 
1 
9 

1 

. 

= 
8; 

| 

a: 

10 

[; ” 
vg 

{il 


< 
35 2 
— 


r 
FSA — 


Cn IL 


x85 
— 


— 


2 — FT 2 
r en IE OO PO tk 
— — — — — — 


— — . —— — 2 o 
7 
* » 4 * 


—— — PEI nr Tr SY —UU—ä— 2 — — 


422 Z EL UCO. 


luco, in ſomewhat of a milder tone, for he 
began to imagine that Carloſtein meant to 


himſelf, he ſaid, - « You can have but 


% have,” anſwered Zeluco; © and ! 
find ſomebody has had the inſolence to in. 
ſcribe my name over one of the figures.” 

* You could not miſs it,“ {aid Carly 
ſtein; “it was very diſtinctly written with 
this pencil;” taking the pencil out of hi 
pocket; but there was no inſolence | u- 
tended. 


486 What was intended then! Y ſaid 7 4 


explain it in a friendly or Jocular manner, 

It was intended,” replied Carloſtrin, 
ina ſedate and ſolemn accent, to ſignily 
the conformity of character and conduct 
between you and a murderer.” 


This anſwer, being rather unexpected, = 


diſconcerted Zeluco a little; but recovering 


one meaning by ſuch behaviour, Sir; I 
expect you will meet 8 er morn- 
ing“ 
* Wherever you are pleaſe to appoint,” | 
id Carloſtei 
ſat ar n. A frer 
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After ſome farther converſation, they 


agreed to meet at a remote ſpot which hap- 


pened to be near the villa where Nerina 
dwelt, and at an early hour; each to be 


— 


attended by a friend. 


_« I preſume,” faid Zeluco, 60 cus 
Seidlits will accompany you.“ 


« He is the very laſt man I ſhould think 


| of on this occaſion; neither Captain Seid- 


lits, nor any other perſon, except the gen- 


tleman who 7s to attend me, ſhall know of 


what has paſſed between us; for this I 


pledge my honour.” As Carloſtein pro- 


nounced the laſt ſentence, he looked at Ze- 


luco as if he expected an aſſurance to the 


ſame purpoſe from him. 
“None but a coward would act other- 
wiſe,” ſaid Zeluco. 


| * It ie well,” faid Carloſtein. “ Now, 
Signor, your weapon ?” 


5 "Ys ſword, . replied | 


Zeluco. 


Although you are the 8 and 


I am not ignorant of your dexterity at 
. that 
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PP 
that particular weapon, I agree, ſaid Car. 
loſtein. | CoH 

If you have any objection to the wer. 
pon of a gentleman, you ſhould hays 
thought of it before you inſulted one, ſaig 
Zeluco. 

6 a told you, ' ſaid Carlſen 6c that 
I agree.” 

Immediately on their ſeparating Carlo. 
ſtein informed Mr. N of all that had 
paſſed; and aſked the favour of his accom- 
panying him to the place of rendezyous, 
Mr. N— accepted the invitation, after 
_ having expreſſed his admiration of the ge- 
nerous conduct of Carloſtein; for he plainly 
perceived, notwithſtanding Carloſtein's hav- 
ing paſſed over that circumſtance, that he 
had provoked the quarrel, to prevent Seid- 
lits from being engaged in it. Carloſtein 
begged that he would let nothing eſcape 
him, in caſe of his meeting Seidlits, that 

could give him any ſuſpicion of what waz 
intended. Mr. N— affured him he would 

pe on his guard. % But I am afraid,“ 
added 


added he, © that, by your eagerneſs to 


prevent Laura from the danger of loſing 


a brother, you expoſe her to a misfor- 


tune which ſhe will feel with Rill ſeverer 7 


anguiſh.” 
5 Carloſtein made no other anſwer to this 
obſervation of Mr. N 


inclination of the bad. 


The generous friendſhip of Mr. * 


for Carloſtein was increaſed, and not di- 


miniſhed, by the great regard which he had 


long obſerved Laura had for him. What 
gave him moſt uneaſineſs in the buſineſs 


of the following morning was, the fear of 


any fatal accident happening to Carloſtein, 


which, although he ſhould regret on his 


own account, he was of a character to re- 


gret doubly on account of the affliction it 
would occaſion to Laura. 


When Carloſtein met Seidlits i in the even- 


ing, he told him, That he had as yet heard 
nothing from Zeluco. 


Carloſtein anſwered, That he was con- 


vinced there would be no meſſage till next 
day * indeed,” added he, I think you 


had 


2 E L U co. 426 


'S, than a gentle 
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had beſt keep out of his way for this even- 
ing; let him digeſt what he has already 


426 


got, before you give him any new proro- 


cation. 
« If a ſight of me diſturbs his digeſtion,” 


fajd Seidlits, he muſt keep out of my 
way, for 1 ſhall certainly take no pains to 


Keep out of his; nor will I circumſeribe 


my walks or viſits on account of any man 


alive,” 


I only meant for this * 
joined Carloſtein. 


« Well,“ interrupted Seidlits, “if he 


wiſhes not to meet me this evening, he had 
beſt not appear at the Corſo; for I am en- 


gaged with ſome company there about this 


time, and ſhall 80 directly; perhaps you 


will go with me. —Carloſtein excuſed him- 


ſelf, after begging of his friend to re- 
turn ſoon to their lodgings, He was parti- 
cularly ſolicitous to prevent Seidlits from 
meeting with Zeluco that evening, fore- 


ſeeing that it might entirely defeat the 
plan he had already ſettled for the next 
morning. 


In 
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In the mean while, Zeluco, wiſhing to 


poſſible, did not chuſe to apply to any 


perſon acquainted with Seidlits or Laura 2 


to accompany him next morning, left they 
ſhould make inquiries which he might not 
chuſe to anſwer ; he therefore waited on 


Bertram the Genevois, and as an old bro- 
ther officer, and a perſon of whoſe gallant 


ſpirit he had an high opinion, begged 
he would accompany him the following 
morning on an affair of honour with a 


foreign officer, who, he faid, had inſulted 


him, 


Bertram heſitated, and expreſſed a deſire 
of knowing the particulars of the quarrel ; 
Is there no poſſibility,” ſaid he, of ac- 


commodating the affair?“ 

Zeluco aſſured him he had 3 Sed 
in ſuch a manner as no gentleman could 
bear, without a very ample apology; and 


then, to prevent his inſiſting on knowing 

the particulars, added, If my antagoniſt 

agrees to make ſuch an apology as you 
ſhall 


conceal the ſource of this diſpute as long as 
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ſhall think ſufficient, I aſſure you that it 
ſhall ſatisfy me.“ 
Bertram then conſented, in the hope that 


it would be in his power to bring the affair 


to an amicable termination. On being in- 


formed of the place, he recollected it per- 
fectly, having frequently taken notice of it 


during the various excurſions which he had 
made ſince his arrival at Naples; and he 


promiſed to call on Zeluco preciſely at the 
hour appointed. 


When Zeluco returned home he found 


15 the following letter from Nerina: : 


„ Mrkeirul Heaven! what is the mat- 


ter with you? What am I to think of 2 
verbal meſſage of ſuch cruel import ? Do 
you not know how my ſoul doats on you? 


Do you not know how miſerably I paſs the 
lngering moments which cruel fate obliges 


me to ſpend out of your company? Or, are 
you ſo ill that you cannot write ? — Ah! let 


me not palliate your conduct by a ſuppoſi- 


non which would render me more wretched. 
. than 
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than even your neglect. No; let me be 
bleſt in the certainty of your recovery; 
and I will endeavour to ſupport whatever 
other misfortune may befal me. Let me 
know by the bearer at what hour I may 
expect you to-morrow. But I earneſtly 


intreat, that no conſideration, which ſolely 
regards me, may induce you to venture out 


ſooner than it can be done with ſafety to 


your health; that I may not purchaſe a 


tranſient happineſs at the price of a whole 


life of deſpair. Alas! why am I not per- 


mitted to tend you, to watch you through 


the ſleepleſs night, and endeavour to cheer 


the gloom of ſickneſs? that were happi- 
neſs indeed, when compared to the tor- 
tures of abſence and uncertainty. Write, 


or rather let your valet write, a ſhort line 
to the wretched 
«© NERINA.” 


Zeluco was himſelf a great diſſembler, 
_ exceedingly profuſe in compliments and 
profeſſions of attachment, naturally ſuſ- 
picious, and generally acute in diſcovering 


the 
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the concealed motives and deſigns of others; 
yet the cajoleries of this woman lulled his 
uſual diffidence, and his penetration was 
the dupe of his vanity. n 

Had he ſeen ſuch a letter as this from any 
woman to another man, he would have 
been inſtantly convinced that the artful ef. 
fuſion was dictated by affected, not real, 
paſſion; and he would have conſidered it as 
weakneſs and vanity in any man to be im- 
poſed upon by it for a moment; yet ſuch is 
the faſcination of ſelf- love, that he thought 
the ſame ſentiments ſincere and natural 
when he was himſelf their object, that he 
would have conſidered as extravagant and 
deccitful had they been addreſſed to an- 
other man. His anſwer was couched in 
the following words: 


« My deareſt NERINA, 


© MAKE yourſelf eaſyI am ſomewhat 
better already. Your affectionate letter has 
contributed to my recovery. When my 
ſervant left me, I could not write without 
an but had I thought of the uneaſineſs 

Which 
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hout 


it 
Inner, 


morrow at d 


certainly not ſooner; at any rate you will 


© Yours, Sc. &c. 


ſt affectionately 


in mo 


2 E L. UC. 
power to wait on you to 


I may poſſibly have it in my 


&« I rema 


— 


hear from me, and you need not expect 


not have permitted him to return w 
me, nor ſend any meſſage till then. 


a letter. 
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CHAP. XCV. 


quo modo adoleſcentulus 
Meretricum ingenia et mores poſſet noſcere: 
Mature ut cum cognorit, perpetuo oderit. 
TERENT. 


MMEDIAT EL after engaging Ber- 
tram to accompany him to the field, 
Zeluco took precautions to inſure his own 
eſcape out of the kingdom of Naples, in 
caſe it ſhould be neceſſary; he next em- 


ployed himſelf in burning certain papers, 
in arranging others; and having prepared 
whatever he thought neceſſary, and given 
orders to his ſervant at what hour to call 
him in the morning, he went to bed in the 
hope of being refreſhed by ſleep before his 
meeting with Carloſtein ; but ſuch a tem- 
peſt of diſtracting thoughts ruſhed on his 
mind as totally deprived him of repoſe. 
The violent impreſſion which the ſight of 


the painted murder of a child had made 
on 


on Laura, with which he thought even her 
maids were acquainted, was ſufficient to 
create a pretty general ſuſpicion of the real 


fact. What had been written to him by 


Laura, ſtrongly hinted by Seidlits, and di- 


rectly aſſerted by Carloſtein, were evidences 
that they all believed him to be acceſſary to 


the death of the child. And he often 


curſed the unlucky incidents by which, 


while he was projecting a ſcheme of ſecure 
revenge againſt his wife and her brother, 
he found himſelf unavoidably engaged in 


a conteſt, on equal terms, with a third per- 
ſon, againſt whom he: never before had 


harboured any enmity. In the event of 
| his killing Carloſtein, of which he had little 


doubt, it ſtruck him that Laura, or perhaps 


her brother, might during his abſence men- 
tion ſuch circumſtances relative to the child's 


death, as would give the public an impreſ- 


ſion againſt him, which they themſelves, 
ſhould they be ſo inclined afterwards, might 
not be able to efface. : 

This idea prompted him to riſe and to 
write a letter addreſſed to Laura, in which 
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he cautioned her in general terms not to 
allow any expreſſion to eſcape her which 
might injure him during his temporary 
abſence; and adviſing her to admoniſh her 
brother to the ſame effect; for that any 
thing of that nature would prove ruinous 
to themſelves, and would moſt materially 
injure her mother, This letter he ſealed 
and put into his pocket, intending to ſend 
it to her from the field, in caſe it ſhould be 

neceſſary after his buſineſs with Carloſtcin 
was over. 
The picture and the inſcription | came 
next into his recollection; he had already 
locked the door of the room, and put the 
key into his eſcritore ; but now, all the fa- 
mily being aſleep, he ſtole again to the 
room, unfixed the picture from the wall, 
brought it into his own bed- chamber, and 


burnt it to aſhes. 

He threw himſelf again into his bed, but 
with as little ſucceſs as before; a retroſpe&t 
of his paſt life, which obtruded itſelf upon 
his mind in ſpite of all his endeavours to 


exclude it, and the dread of the world's 
ſoon 
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ſoon reviewing it in the ſame light that he 
himſelf did, with a confuſed proſpect of 
conſequences which he dreaded without 


knowing how to prevent, baniſhed ſleep 
from his pillow. He roſe, and walked with 
precipitation about his chamber, as if he 
could have diſſipated the uneaſineſs of his 
mind by the agitation of his body. Ne- 
rina's letter lay on the table —he read it 


once more, and with redoubled compla- 
cency,—Convinced of the ſincerity of Her 
attachment, he could not flatter himſelf 
with the friendſhip of another perſon on 
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treſs, it is natural for the moſt arrogant 
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and ſtubborn of the human race to wiſh 
for the ſupport of friendſhip and of love, 
however powerleſs the perſon is in whoſe 
breaſt they reſide. There was yet an in- 
terval of two or three hours to the time 
at which Bertram was to call for him. In 


the ſtate of anxiety and impatience in which 
Zeluco was, it appeared an age. 
With what a leaden and retarding weight 
Does expectation load the wings of time * ? 
-_ ....-*. Maſon, . 3 
E e 2 5 
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This fine obſervation of the poet is not 
only highly applicable where he places it, 


but is alſo juſt when the mind is agitated 
with the thoughts of any important event 
which we know to be unavoidable, and have 
i no hopes of tranquillity till it has taken 
1 place. Zeluco had ſometimes found that 
Nerina had the art of unloading the wings 
of time; and being ſeized with an irreſiſtible 
| deſire of paſſing the interval till be ſhould | 
meet Carloſtein with her, he ordered his 


wt Rua ry PuCRRT 


| Horſes to be got ready, and wrote the fol 
| | lowing note directed to Bertram: 


« PEAR BERTRAM, 

_ ” 4 THave ordered two horſes to be ready, 
bo0nse for you, the other for the ſervant, who 
will deliver you this, and then accompany 
you to the appointed place, where you will 
find me waiting your arrival, I will then 
inform you why I ſet out before you. 
I am your aſſured friend, 

| and obliged ſervant, 

7 CE NS ZELUCO.” 
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Having given the neceſſary directions to 


the ſervant who waited for Bertram, he ſet 
out, attended by another ſervant, for the 


habitation of Nerina, where he arrived a 


little after day-break. 

Confident of a cordial welcome at all 
hours, he entered without knocking, by the 
means of a key which he kept for that 


purpoſe. Being obliged to paſs through 


the parlour in his way to the bed- chamber 


of Nerina, he was ſomewhat ſurpriſed to 
find her maid up at ſo early an hour. The 


maid was ſtill more ſurpriſed at ſeeing him. 
He aſked how her miſtreſs was, and with- 


out waiting for her anſwer, walked towards 


Nerina's chamber. 


« Maria Vergine!“ cried the maid, run- 


ning between him and the door. 
What is the matter ?” ſaid Zeluco. 
© Lord, Sir!” cried the maid, you 
cannot ſee my miſtreſs at preſent.” 
Why not?” 


Dear Sir,“ replied the maid, © only 


ſtay in the parlour, till I acquaint my miſ- 
treſs that you are here? 
5 Ee 3 


« Pha!“ 
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r ſaid Zeluco, puſhing her aſide. 
„O Lord, Sir!” cried the maid, taking 
hold of his coat, you will terrify my 


' miſtreſs out of her ſenſes, if you £0 1n to 
her at this unſeaſonable hour.” 


“Get along; _ Zeluco, ſhaking her 
from him. 

« My miſtreſs is indiſpoſed, Sir ; ſhe is 
extremely ill, ſaid the maid. 

„ III!“ cried Zeluco. 

„Tes, ſaid the maid; * ſhe has been 
exceedingly ill theſe two days. 

« She did not mention that in the letter 
I received from her yeſterday.” 

No! that is very odd, indeed,” cried 
the maid, * but ſhe has forgot it; for you 
know my miſtreſs ſometimes has but an in- 
different memory. Pray, Sir, be ſo oblig- 


ing as to return to the parlour, till I inform 


my miſtreſs that you are come; when J 
have informed her, I dare ſwear ſhe will be 
very happy to ſee you. But 

% Peace, babler,” cried Zeluco, puſhing 


her aſide, and walking through the paſſage 
towards Nerina's bed-chamber. 


6 Pray, 


ce Pray, Signor Zeluco, ſtay in the par- 
| Jour; indeed, Signor Zeluco, you'll frighten 
my miſtreſs, —dear Signor Zeluco, -I pro- 
teſt, Signor Zeluco, following him through 
the paſſage, and raiſing her voice louder 
and louder; but perceiving him puſhing 
with violence at the door of the bed- cham- 
ber, ſhe ſcreamed, © O, my poor miſtreſs 
will be murdered,” and immediately the 
bs of Nerina was heard from with- 
„ ſhrieking and crying out, Murder! 
No murder ! villain ! monſter, be 
gone!” 

Zeluco drew his ſword, drove the door 
open with a violent kick of his foot, and 
to his utter aſtoniſhment, ſaw a man, half- 

_ dreſſed, ſanding by the bed of Nerina, 
« What is your buſineſs here, ſcoun- 
drel ?” cried Zeluco, furious with rage, and 
making a puſh at him with his ſword. 

The fellow very dexterouſly put the 
ſword aſide with one hand, plunged a ſti- 
letto into the bowels of Zeluco with the 
other, and made his eſcape. 

Zeluco fell to the ground. 38 

ME Nerina, 


. c e r 


meu uche 


from the bed, ſeeing Zeluco fall, ſprang up, 


exclaiming, Oh! the villain has murdered 


my dear Lord, kneeling down by him» 


and offering her aid. 


Be gone, perfidious wretch!” ſaid Ze- 
luco, with a faint voice. 


With loud lamentations ſhe took all the 


faints of heaven, with the angels and bleſſ. 


ed martyrs, to witneſs, that ſhe was inno- 
cent as the chaſte Suſanna, or the Holy 


Virgin herſelf; for that the villain had 
concealed himſelf in her chamber, with an 
intention to rob or murder her; and 
that being awaked by the voice of her 
maid in the paſſage, ſhe had perceived 


him for the firſt time, and inſtantly cried 
out. 88 Fe = 

Zeluco, without ſeeming to regard her, 
defired the maid to call in his own ſer- 
vant. 


| As ſoon as s with his aſſiſtance he was 
Placed on the bed, a meſſage was diſpatched 


to Naples for ſurgeons. 


The 


Nerina, who had continued ſcreaming | 
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The man who ſtabbed Zeluco, we had 
not occaſion to mention before, although 
he was an old acquaintance of Nerina's, 
He was originally a rope-dancer ; ſhe had 
firſt ſeen him at Venice, where he was 


greatly admired for his ſhape, ſtrength, 
and agility. She found means to prevail 
on him to quit his profeſſion, and attach 
himſelf entirely to her ſervice; he had come 
with her firſt to Rome, where he attended 


her as a ſervant out of livery, and after- 


wards accompanied her to Naples. Zeluco, 


ſoon after his connexion with Nerina, ſaw 
ſomething in this man's appearance which 
he did not reliſh; and he gave her a hint 


to that effect. Nerina inſtantly diſmiſſed 
him with ſuch an air of indifference, as 


diſſipated certain ideas which began to ariſe 
in the ſuſpicious mind of Zeluco. The diſ- 
miſſion however was of little importance ; 
the man remained ſecretly at Naples, and 
was admitted to the bed-chamber of Nerina, 
when ſhe thought herſelf ſecureof not being 
viſited by Zeluco : thoſe interviews were 


unknown to all the ſervants except Nerina's 


— confidential 


—— — — 
— 


ae 
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confidential maid, who was aQtually fit. 
ting up for the purpoſe of letting hin 
out before the other ſervants ſhould yet 
up, when Zeluco entered ſo unexpeq- 


_ edly. 


When Nerina heard the voice of her 
all; ſhe comprehended the reaſons of her 
noiſy remonſtrances, and perceiving that 
Zeluco was breaking into the room, ſhe 
inſtantly formed a reſolution worthy of her 


abandoned character: ſhe ſcreamed and ac- 


ceuſed her paramour of violence, with a 


view to convince Zeluco of her own inno- 


cence, and inſtigate him to put the man to 
death as a houſebreaker. The ſcene how- 
ever took a different turn, and Zeluco ſaw 
the whole in a true point of view. 


When the perſon who was ſent to Naples 
for the ſurgeons was returning, he met 


Bertram, who had juſt mounted his horſe, 


and, accompanied by the other ſervant, was 
going to the rendezvous; this perſon know- 


ing Zeluco's ſervant, informed him of the 


misfortune which had happened to his 
maſter. Bertram geſired to be conducted 


. — 2 


as 


b 
a 
d 


Db LUC -- as 
as faſt as poſſible to the houſe where Ze- 


luco lay. 
They overtook Carloſtein and Mr. N—, 


who were riding to the 26 0 place. 


Bertram informed Mr. N of what he 
had juſt heard, and they al rode to the 
dwelling of Nerina. 


Carloſtein and Mr. N 


which Zeluco was. He ſtretched forth his 


hand to Bertram, ſaying, © I am glad to 


ſee you; when my wound has been exa- 


mined, I wiſh to have ſome converſation 


with you. In the mean time,” added he, 
pointing to Nerina, © let that woman be 
ſecured and kept ſeparate from her maid ; 


ed,” 
Zeluco had kept his own ſervant by him 
from the time he received the wound till 


Bertram with the others arrived; Nerina 
had alſo remained conſtantly in the room, 


and had often renewed her lamentations. 
Zeluco took no other notice of her, than 


by 


— remained in 
the parlour, while Bertram introduced the 
ſurgeon and his aſſiſtant into the room in 


ſhe is the cauſe of -what has happen- 
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444 2 DU 
by begging of her not to make a noiſe, 
for he was in great pain. His eyes were 
now open to her true character, and ſhe 
attempted in vain to deceive him any more; 


yet he explained himſelf only by keeping a 


ſteady ſilence till Bertram came. 

A more unpleaſant party than this muſt 
have been, can hardly be conceived, conſift- 
ing of Zeluco lying wounded on the bed 
of Nerina; Nerina herſelf in the moſt 


agonizing flate of ſuſpenſe, The ſervant | 


of Zeluco was the only perſon of the com- 
pany tolerably at his eaſe, and be was rather 
anxious that his maſter ſhould die, that he 
might be relieved from a troubleſome at- 


tendance; and that Nerina, whom he hear- 4 


tily hated, might be hanged. 


But when ſhe heard herſelf fo plainly 
accuſed by Zeluco, in the directions he ad- 


dreſſed to Bertram, ſhe began to vindicate 


her 1 Innocence with all that violence of vo- 


ciferation which ſo often attends guilt. 
Being forced out of the room by the com- 
pany, ſhe and her maid were ſecured in 


ſeparate chambers. 


Zeluco 
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Zeluco ſuffered great pain while the 
ſtate of his wound was examined; after 
dreſſing it, however, the ſurgeon gave him 


hopes of recovery, but declared it neceſſary 


that he ſhould be kept quiet, which, as he 


found himſelf eaſier and inclined to ſleep 


after the dreſſing, Zeluco agreed to, He 
earneſtly begged of Bertram not to leave 
the houſe, who aſſuring him he had no ſuch 


intentions, they all left the room except 


one ſervant. 


Bertram then joined Mr. N— and 


Carloſtein in the parlour, with the ſurgeon, 


who was the ſame that had formerly at- 
| tended Zeluco. He ſpoke more dubiouſly 
of his recovery to theſe gentlemen than he 
had done to the patient himſelf; and leav- 
ing an aſſiſtant to be at hand in caſe of ac- 5 
cident, he ſet out for Naples, Prominng to 
return in the morning. 


Bertram, with a frankneſs which be- 
longed to his character, and which was en- 


couraged by the appearance and manners 
of Carloſtein, informed him by what ac- 


eident he himſelf came there, and of the 
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whole of his connexion with Zeluco; he 


r=, 


_ Expreſſed a deſire of knowing what was the 
origin of their quarrel, for he underſtood 
that Carloſtein was the perſon Zeluco was 
to have met, had he not been prevented by 
the accident juſt mentioned. 


tral, It rnd Ay} pays 


_ Carloſtein refrained from mentioning the 
real ſource of the quarrel, ſaying, it was 
an unlucky buſineſs, of a delicate nature, 
which he was not at liberty to reveal; ex- 
preſſing at the ſame time a humane con- 
cern for the condition of Zeluco, and the 
| higheſt eſteem for Bertram, with whoſe 
= character Mr, N—— had acquainted him. 
Cuarloſtein and Mr. N were ftill con- 
verſing with Bertram, when the officers of 


\ juſtice arrived. Zeluco being acquainted 
with this, deſired to ſee them; in the bit- 
tereſt terms he accuſed Nerina of being an 
accomplice of the fellow who had ſtabbed 
him; declared that he recollected this man 
to be the ſame whom ſhe had brought to 
Naples in her ſervice, and had diſmiſſed at 
his requeſt. Nerina did not ſuſpect that 
Zeluco had recognized this man; ſhe there- 
1 ET fore 
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fore denied that ſhe had ever ſeen him; 


% 
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but the maid, who was examined apart, 


- 
* 


acknowledged that he was the perſon who 
had formerly been in Nerina 


's ſervice, and 


with whom ſhe had been connected ever 


They were both carried to priſon. 


ſince. 


. — — — — 
— . - 
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CHAP. xc. 
Carloftein viſits Zeluco. 


ELUCO having demanded of Ber. 

tram whether he had heard any thing 
of the gentleman whom he was to have 
met, Bertram informed him that Car- 
loſtein was then in the houſe, and of his 
humane behaviour ever fince he had heard 
of the unlucky accident. 


Zeluco expreſſing a deſire to meet with 
him alone, Carloſtein was introduced. 

„It is doubtful, Signor,“ ſaid Zeluco, 
« when, or if ever, it will be in my power 
to meet you in the way we had agreed 
upon; but it would be ſatisfactory to me 
in the mean time to know whether you 
and Captain Seidlits received from my wife 
the impreſſions which both of you ſeem to 
entertain.“ 


Carloſtein 


Carloſtein replied, That both he and 
Seidlits had received the impreſſions he al- 
luded to from certain circumſtanees they 
had themſelves obſerved, without their 
having been pointed out by any third per- 
fon whatever; that as for his own part he 
had never once ſeen Laura ſince her being 
firſt taken ill, and that he knew ſhe had 
been at great pains both before and ſince 
her illneſs, to make her brother believe 
that ſhe lived on the beſt terms with her 
huſband, and ſeemed extremely unhappy 
when ſhe perceived that Captain Seidlits 
ſuſpected the contrary, and had endeavoured 
by every means to convince him that his | 
ſuſpicion was ill founded. 

Zeluco ſeemed ſatisfied with this expla- 
nation; © I have a curioſity to know alſo,” 
ſaid he, “if you have no objeQion, what 
was your inducement to draw upon yout- 
ſelf a quarrel which Captain Seidlits was 
ſufficiently eager to make his own?” 

« As you ſay this will afford you ſatiſ- 
faction, Signor, replied Carloſtein, © I 
ſhall not ſeruple to tell you, that when I 
Vor. It, Wo 2 1 >: heard 
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heard Captain Seidlits expreſs himſelf in 
the manner he did to you at your laſt 
meeting, I thought it probably would pro- 
duce a quarrel between you, which might 
end fatally to one or other; which ever 
fell, the conſequence would be unfortunate 
for Madame de Seidlits and her daughter; 
the former muſt loſe a ſon-in-law, and the 
latter a brother or huſband; whereas my 
being your antagoniſt could not have ſuch 
ill conſequences ; if the chance went againſt 
me, they would be deprived of no ſuch 
near relation; and even in the event of your 
falling by my ſword, they would be in- 
| volved in leſs trouble than -if you ſhould 
owe your death to their neareſt relation.” 
lt is impoſſible not to admire your 
conduct, Sir,“ ſaid Zeluco; you muſt 
take a prodigious intereſt in thoſe two 
ladies.“ 
here are no two perſons on earth, 
Signor, for whom I have greater regard; 
their virtues command the eſteem of all --- 
who have the honour of knowing them; 


but independent of my friendſhip for them, 
| 1 will 
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J will confeſs to you, that another conſider- 
ation had weight with me; I am indebted 
for my own life to the gallantry of Captain 
Seidlits; I was deſirous therefore of ſeizing, 
without his knowledge, a chance of re- | 
paying what I owed him, by taking the 
conſequences, whatever they might be, of 
a meeting with you.“ 

Captain Seidlits is much to be envied,” 
ſaid Zeluco, with a ſigh, © in having fach 
a friend ;—perhaps,” continued he, after 
a pauſe, © it may yet be in my power to 
' convince both you and your friend, that 
what you have miſtaken in my conduct was 
intirely owing to the malice and baſe ſug- 
geſtions of the accurſed woman who is car- 
ried to priſon, and who, I truſt, will meet 
the fate ſhe ſo well deſerves.” 

_ To this Carloſtein made no reply; but 
the Phyſician, who had alſo been ſent for 
to viſit Zeluco, arriving, put an end to 
their diſcourſe. 

The Phyſician had not met the Surgeon, 
and of courſe could have no juſt notion of 


the degree of danger in which Zeluco was; 
| 2 but 
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but finding him pretty free from fever, he 
ventured to pronounce ſtill more favour- 
ably of the caſe. than the Surgeon had done; 
and after giving ſome n dlreQtions 
TE took his leave. | 
| | Bertram remained at eee wei re- 
aueſt, and by his orders had the direction 
olf every thing in the family; for the houſe, 
SF, and all within it, was the property of 
Zelyco, except the wearing apparel of Ne- 
rina, which ſhe had been permitted to 
pack up; and what ſhe did not take with 
her was left under the care of a maid in 
whom ſhe placed confidence, 
*  Carloſtein and Mr. N ee to 
Naples after hearing the opinion of the 
Phyſician. im, 
|  Carloſtein gave his friend Seidlits an ac- 
count of the whole affair; ſtating it in 
fuch a manner, however, that his intended 
meeting with Zeluco appeared to have been 
owing to a fortuitous rencounter with him 
the preceding evening, in which Zeluco had 
directly challenged him. Seidlits ſeemed 


Giſpleated at his friend for concealing this. 
9 «K—How 
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How could J, my dear Seidlits, ” faid 
Carloſtein, © ſhuffle over on you the an 
ſwer of a challenge directly addreſſed to 
myſelf ? Would you have acted ſo?? 
« Well,“ ſaid Seidlits, recovering his 
good humour, although, from certain 


circumſtances which I now recollect, 1 
ſtill ſuſpect that ſome fraudulent practices 


have taken place on this occaſion, yet I 
ſhall take no farther notice of them; ſince 
however,” added he, ſmiling, © you tried 
to rob me of a ſmall ſprig of laurel, I re- 

joice that it has milled your head as well 


as mine.” 


They then informed 1 Sporza of 


all that had happened, leaving it to her to 
mention it to Madame de Seidlits, when 


ſhe found a fit opportunity; but they all 
agreed to keep it concealed from Laura, 


till the fate of Zeluco ſhould be more fully 
aſcertained. 


Zeluco continued tolerably eaſy till to- 
wards midnight, when the pain of his 
wound became very ſevere; amidſt his 
| 'Ff z groans 
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groans he poured forth horrid | imprecations 
againſt Nerina. | 
The aſſiſtant Surgeon, who had been 
left to attend him, finding chat the foment- 

ations and other means which he uſed to 

relieve the pain failed, ſpoke of ſending to 
Naples for ſome laudanum, a few drops of 
which, he ſaid, might be of ſervice. 

Zeluco hearing him give orders for that 

purpoſe, told the Surgeon to ſearch one of 
his pockets, where he found a phial full 
of that drug; Zeluco having ſecretly pro- 
vided himſelf with it, ſoon after a con 
verſation with Nerina, which has been 
already mentioned Whether he would 
ever have uſed it for the purpoſe to which 


| ſhe meant to prompt him, can never be 


known, for the moſt profligate of man- 
kind often ſhrink from executing the erimes 
which they have in ſpeculation. 

The Surgeon adminiſtered a doſe of this 
medicine, which abated the Pain, and gare 
him ſome hours reſt. 
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CHAP. XCVI. 


What nothing earthly gives, or can deſtroy, 
The ſoul's calm ſunſhine, and the heart-felt joy, 
1s virtue's prize. 125 Pore. 


HE following morning early, Bertram, 
underſtanding that Zeluco was awake, 
entered his room to inquire how he was. 
Being then pretty eaſy and refreſhed by 
ſleep, he begged that Bertram would fit by 
his bed-ſide; and as the ſtory of Antonio 
had made ſome impreſſion on him, he 
began to make more inquiry concerning 
him; after a few queſtions he ſaid to 
Bertram, On the whole, I perceive that 
this Savoyard has put you to a conſiderable 
deal of expence, as well as trouble.” 
II have already been amply repaid,” 
ſaid Bertram; but I ſtill * an ad- 
ditional recompence.” 


Ef un- 
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QI underſtood the fellow bad nothing," 

ſaid Zeluco. 

«© He has both a father and a mother,“ 
replied Bertram, very honeſt people, as 
I have been told ; they live at Chamberry, 

which is in my way home to Geneva; the 


Poor old couple have been miſerable on ac- 


count of their ſon's misfortune, I ſhall _ 
Have the pleaſure of reſtoring him to them; 
 —only think, Signor, what ſatisfaction I 
ſhall have—their old hearts will be ready 
to burſt with joy.—I often anticipate in 
my imagination, the ſeene of their firſt 
meeting; why, Signor, a ſingle ſcene of 
that kind is worth all the hve acts of dull 
ſelfiſh life.“ | 

“ You enter into theſe people's 1 
neſs as if it were your own,“ ſaid Zeluco. 

« A great part of it will be my own, 
ſaid Bertram; © I queſtion if any of the 
three will be much happier than myſelf, 
You muſt have often felt, Signor, what 
a pleaſing ſenſation being the author of 


bappineſs conveys to the heart,” 
Zeluco 


reply. 


lt is all I would accept of from man, 
replied Bertram 3 * the conſciouſneſs of a 

good action is delightful when performed, 
and is alſo a ſource of pleaſing recollection 
through life. Would to God I had more 
of them to boaſt of! being conſeious of 
but few, makes me. Perhaps too vain of 


| this,” | 


"on You have reaſon | to be vain indeed, „» 
ſaid Zeluco. 


« I am certain at leaſt,” 


Zeluco FRO diſtreſſed, and made no 


I fear your wound gives you pling” 
faid Bertram. g 


“ Not at all,” ſaid Zeluco: “ and this : 
is the only recompence you expect?” 


rejoined Ber- 
tram, © that I ſhould have been lower in 
my own eyes had I acted otherwiſe yet 
I make no doubt but you, and many others, 
would have done the ſame thing with leſs 
heſitation than I ſhewed.” 
Zelpco groaned, 


* Iam 
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« am heartily ſorry to ſee you in ſo 
much pain,” ſaid Bertram; * ſhall I call 


the Surgeon ? pet 


“ No, no,” cried Zeluco; © the * 


geon cannot relieve me.“ 


1 fear talking does you harm; Il 


99 


« Pray. ſtay, ſaid Zeluco; © I ſhall be 


worſe when you go.— Tell me, my friend, 


what fortune have you?“ 
Bertram named a very moderate ſum. 
And with this you are happy ! = ex- 


claimed Zeluco. 


„ With this I am contented,” replied 
Bertram; © and I am happy in many 


bother particulars ;—riches cannot give hap- 


x 


pineſs.” 
« Ill be ſworn they cannot,” ſaid Ze- 
luco ; © yet I am ſurpriſed that you, who 
have been abroad in the world, and have 
ſeen extenſive ſcenes of life, could be con- 

tented with ſo little.“ 1 
Perhaps,“ replied Bertram, © the eir - 
cumſtance you mention has contributed to 
13 8 3 
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it; for, limited as my circumſtances always 
were, I ſaw multitudes of my fellow crea- 
tures, in every country where I have been, 
much poorer than myſelf; but what bad 

more influence than any thing in keeping 
me from diſcontent, was the remembrance 
of a maxim often repeated to me by my 
excellent father.” _ | 

„ What is that maxim?“ ſaid Zeluco. 

When you are diſpoſed to be vain of 
your mental acquirements, Bertram,” ſaid 
he, look up to thoſe who are more ac- 
compliſhed than yourſelf, that you may be 
fired with emulation. But when you feel 
diſſatisfied with your circumſtances, look 


down on thoſe beneath you, that you may 
learn contentment.” 


« But even of the ſmall pittance you 
mention,“ ſaid Zeluco, “you allowed a 
conſiderable portion to your father.” 

For that I can claim no merit,” ſaid 
Bertram; * it is only a proof that I am not 
a monſter.—Ingratitude to a parent is the 


height of profligacy, including almoſt Ire | 
kind of wickedneſs,” 


F 2 
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Zeluco ſtarted as if he had been ſtung by 
a a ſerpent; the recollection of his own be. 
| haviour to his mother ruſhed on his mind 
with all the bitterneſs of remorſe. 
I really am grieved, Signor, faid 
Bertram, in a ſympathiſing tone of voice, 
* to ſee you ſuffer ſo much.” 

do indeed ſuffer,” ſaid Zeluco, after 
2 hong and painful pauſe. py 

I am fincerely ſorry for it,” reſumed 
Bertram; I wiſh I knew what would 
give you relief; but the medical people 
will be here ſoon; - they perhaps 

„ No, no, | Zeluco, 8 180 
eannot relieve me.” 85 

er I hope, my 8000 Sir,“ initiated Ber- 
tram, taking him by the hand, that after 
the next dreſſing your wound will become 
_ eaſter.” „ 
© &« My wound 7s eaſier,” ſaid Zeluco with 
a voice of anguiſh ; © but I have deeper 
wounds which their ſkill cannot reach.” 

« Alas!” ſaid Bertram; © ſome mental 
afffiction; the loſs of ſome dear friend 


Perhaps, cut off by a ſimilar but more 
fatal 


ZELUCO. 451 
fatal accident than what has now befallen 
you. Have patience, my good Sir,” con- 


tinued he, © 3 and the 2 


hand of time 


“ tell you,” / Wasp Zeluco, i in the 
accent of deſpair, © that I never had a 
friend; that time developes freſh ſources of 
ſorrow to me; and reflection drives me to 
madneſs.“ 


ee being oe ſhocked, made no 
reply; and Zeluco, after a conſiderable 
interval, having recollected himſelf, ſaid, 
with apparent compoſure, 1 have been 
feveriſh and reſtleſs; I know not what 


I ſay; but the pain ſeems now to abate, 


and I feel myſelf drowſy. Pray, my 
good friend, leave me ;—perhaps I may 


get a little mas before the . ar- 
rives.” 


When Zeluco found himſelf 1 


« Happy man!“ ſaid he, with a deep ſigh, 
< who can look back with pleaſure and felf- 


approbation, and forward with tranquillity 


and hope,—What falſe eſtimates are formed 


by mankind ! ! This Bertram they will con- 


ſider 


it 2 
LITE. 
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ſider as an unfortunate man, yet he has 
never been unhappy, and has found many 
ſources of enjoyment unknown to me. I 
have been reckoned remarkably fortunate, 
although I hav- never known what hap- 
pineſs is. His life has been devoted to 
duty, and mine to enjoyment; yet it is 
evident he has had more enjoyment in his 
purſuit than I ever had in mine; 1 begin 
to think that pleaſure is moſt frequently 
found while we are on ſome more worthy 
purſuit, and miſſed by thoſe who are in 
ſearch of nothing elſe. O fool! fool! to 
ſacrifice the permanent rewards of virtue, 
without enjoying the only allurement of 
vice. After having paſled my life hitherto 
in diſquietude, I am now ſtretched on a 
bed of danger, without a friend, or one 
perſon 1 can truſt, except this ſtranger, 
Bertram, on whom I have no claim but 
that of humanity and benevolence, which 
I myſelf have fo little praCtiſed,” . 
After theſe general reflexions on his 
paſt conduct, when he turned his thoughts 


to Laura, all his former cauſes of ſuſpicion _ 
appeared 
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appeared in their native weakneſs; for 
anguiſh, languor, and humbled pride, pre- 
ſented her conduct in a more candid point 
of view, untinged by the medium of jea- 
louſy, and ſtripped of the gloſſes of Nerina. 
& Ah, that perfidious and accurſed wo- 
man!” exclaimed he, endeayouring to re- 
lieve the anguiſh of his own conſcience, by 
throwing the greater part of the guilt upon 
another; © I ſhould never have behaved as 
I did to the moſt virtuous of women had I 
not been inſtigated by a demon,” 

In reflexions of this kind, and in reſo- 
lutions of altering his ſyſtem of life, Zeluco 
paſſed the time till the Surgeon arrived to 
dreſs his wound. Upon this ſecond exa- 
mination, the Surgeon was confirmed in 
the opinion he had formed at the firſt, that 
the wound was mortal; he thought proper 
to tell Zeluco, however, that it looked as 
well as he expected, and added other ex- 
preſſions of an encouraging nature. 

When he returned to the parlour, he 
found Carloſtein with Bertram, and imme- 
diately after Father Mulo alſo arrived. 


The 
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The Surgeon then fairly told them, that 
although he had ſaid nothing to his patient 
which would depreſs his ſpirits, yet he 
now had little or no hopes of his reco- 

| 55 
2 Tf that is your real opinion,” - ſaid Fa- 
| ther Mulo, ** why did you not inform the 


. nhappy geatlemnin of the danger he is 
rr 


"0 Because it! Is my buſineſs, Father,” re- 
. plied the Surgeon, « to cure him, if it is 

- poſſible, and not to diminiſh the very ſmall 
Dd of bis recovery by diſagreeable 
= - news. 

3 © You acted otherwiſe when you attend- 

= ed him formerly,” ” replied Father Mulo ; 

Fo - « for you then made him believe he was in 

7 5 N more danger than was really the caſe.” 


4 


=, That is a remark, ug reverend Fa- 

LE. ther,” ſaid the Surgeon, * which I hardly 
could have expected from you; yet you are 
tos learned in your profeſſion not to know 
the uſe of terror in rendering mankind obe- 
dient. At the time you allude to, it was 
expedient to give this gentleman a ſtrong 
. idea 
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idea of his danger, that he might ſubmit 
to the regimen neceſſary for his cure; but 
at preſent it would diſquiet 8 without 
being of any manner of uſe. 


« Why, Sir,” rejoined the Monk, « 6 it 
= be of the greateſt uſe,” 


© In my humble opinion,“ ſaid the 
e te jt cannot be of the leaſt, as I 
dare ſay thoſe gentlemen will acknowledge 
when I declare, I do not think it poſſible 
he can live above two, or at moſt three 


days.“ 

-« Jeſus Maria!” cried the Father, turn- 
ing up his eyes; why, for that very 
reaſon, Sir, it is your indiſpenſable duty, 
on ſuch an occaſion, to tell him the truth. 4 


There is no cauſe for being in a heat, 
Father, ſaid the Surgeon, bowing; © but 
I cannot think 1 it conſiſtent with politeneſs 
to tell a gentleman a diſagreeable and un- 
neceſſary truth on any occaſion.—I will re- 
fer it to this gentleman,” continued he, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to Carloſteirs, who he knew 


bad been at Paris, whether in France 
w.. 
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ſuch a thing would not be conſidered as 
quite unpardonable?ꝰ | 

How it would be confidered in France 
is s very little to the purpoſe,” ſaid Father 
Mulo; © the important point is, how it 
will be conſidered in the other world, where 
the manner of thinking is very different 
from what it is in France.“ 

9 1 hat i 1 faying a ſeverer thing of the 

other world, than L ſhould have expected 
from a man of your cloth,” fad the Sur- 
geon. 

« Will you, or will you not go Liredly | 
and acquaint your patient of his Sanger: . 
ſaid Father Mulo. 

Tou cannot. poſſibly imagine, my 
good Father,” replied. the Surgeon, «© that 
I will behave ſo unpulitel to a gentleman, 
eſpecially when he | is on the point of leav- | 
ing the world.” | 

Why, Sir, FER Por the Father warmly, 
90 by concealing his danger from him he 
may die without ee and his foul of 


courſe will be loſt for ever.“ 
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low bow to the company, he ſtepped into 


h 


is carriage, an 


d drove to Naples. 
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CHAP. XCVIN. 


Thou canſ enter the dark cell 
Where the vulture Conſcience ſlumbers, 
And unarm'd by charming ſpell, 
Or magic numbers, 
Canſt rouſe her from her formidable ſleep, 
And bid her dart ner raging talons deep. 


Magon. 


O bis ; departure, Father Mulo ſhewed 
great impatience to be introduced in- 

to Zeluco's bed- chamber, and to acquaint 
him with the dangerous ſtate he was in, 
that every ceremony requiſite for his ſalva- 

tion might be performed without loſs of 
time. Captain Seidlits and Bertram being 
Proteſtants, and thinking that the intended 
ceremony of confeſſion would not do ſo 
much good as the Monk's abrupt manner 
of communicating the immediate neceſſity 
of it would do harm, endeavoured to per- 
ſuade him to defer it a little, as Zeluco 


ſeemed diſpoſed to ſleep when the Surgeon 
left 
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left him. While they diſputed the point 
the Phyſician arrived; he had met with 


the Surgeon, who had informed him that 
there was now a certainty of the bowels 


being pierced in ſuch a manner as to leave 
very little or no hopes of the patient“ s re- 
covery. 


this information would come with more 
propriety from him than from Father Mulo: 


out of tenderneſs to the unhappy man, 


therefore, he was deſired to convey it. 

With whatever delicacy the annuncia- 
tion was made by the Phyſician, it ſeemed 
greatly to ſhock the patient, for till that 


moment he had little doubt of his ſurviv- 
ing. He immediately renewed all his 


curſes and imprecations againſt Nerina 
with ſuch violence, that the Phyſician 
thought proper to withdraw. What repelled 
the Doctor, attracted the Monk. Father 


Mulo entered, and began an exhortation 


which had by no means the ſame ſoporific 


effect on Zeluco with the former, of which 


we e have made mention, but ſeemed on the 


4 


It was the opinion of all preſent, that 
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contrary to throw him. almoſt into oonvul- 
ſions. © You ſee, my worthy Father, 
ſaid Bertram, © that he is in too much pain 
to liſten to your admonitions at preſent; 
you had beſt leave him a little, and per- 
haps, after he has recovered the ſhock he 

bas juſt received, he will be able to Os by 

your kind intentions.” 
After Father Mulo had been with diffi- 
eulty removed, Zeluco deſired to ſee the 
Phyſician again, of whom he inquired 
once more if there abſolutely was no hope 
of his recovery. The Phyſician expreſſed 
much uneaſineſs at being obliged to confirm 
the opinion which he had already given; 
adding, that, although the wound, from 
the different functions of the parts injured, 
was not ſo immediately mortal, yet he feared 
itw ould prove as certainly ſo as if the poig- 
nard had pierced his heart. Zeluco then 
aſked, How long the Phyſician thought he 

could live? To which the other anſwered, - 
There was reaſon to believe he could not 
ſuffer above two or three days longer. 


Zeluco 
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Zeluco made no anſwer, and continued 
ſeveral hours without ſpeaking a word to 
any body, but ſometimes muttered in- 
diſtinct ſentences to himſelf, and ſhewed 
marks of impatience when any diſcourſe 
was addreſſed to him. He at length in- 
quired whether Captain Seidlits had been 
to call for him, and expreſſed a deſire of 
ſeeing him. The Captain, who was juſt 
taking his horſe to go to Naples, immedi - 
ately returned and was introduced to Ze- 
luco's bed- chamber, every other perſon be- 
ing requeſted to retire. Zeluco then ad- 
dreſſed him to the following effect: Cn 

« Amidſt many ſources of regret, none 
affects me ſo ſenſibly, Sir, as my behaviour 
to your ſiſter. Prompted by headſtrong 
paſſion, I uſed every means I could deviſe, 
ſome of them not juſtifiable, to prevail on 
her to conſent to a marriage to which I 
plainly ſaw ſhe had a rooted diſlike. When 
by the continuation of my artifices, and the 5 
perſuaſion of her mother, ſhe gave a re- 
luctant content, it might have been expected 

G g 4 that, 
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that, happy in the attainment of my wiſhes, 
I ſhould have behaved with kindneſs and 
affection to her, however difficult it was for 
her to behave in the ſame manner towards 
me. The fact was otherwiſe: had TI con- 
ducted myſelf with half the good nature 


to the wife I really eſteemed, and even ad- 


mired, that ſhe did to the huſband ſhe diſ- 
liked, I ſhould not feel the remorſe I now 


do. On recalling to my memory the whole 


of her conduct, I cannot charge her with 
a Gogle impropriety ; but in ſpite of her 
moſt blameleſs conduct, I plainly. ſaw ſhe 

did not love me; every duty of a wife 
which was in her power, ſhe fulfilled; her 
affection it was impoſſible for her to place 
upon me, and this I had the injuſtice to 
conſider as an injury. 1 indulged ground- 
leſs ſuſpicions, which were cheriſhed, and 
new ones of the moſt profligate nature were 
| ſuggeſted by a devil in the ſhape of a wo- 
man, whe, by the wiekedeſt artifices, en- 
tangled my affections, ſtimulated my paſ- 
ſions into madneſs, and was the cauſe of 
even 
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even involuntary erimes. I earneſtly hope 


ſhe will be brought to the puniſhment her 


guilt and perfidy deſerve. I earneſtly hope 


but let me drive her from my thoughts, 
—let no more time be loſt, but let me 
at length make all the expiation in my 


Power. | 
« ] was willing that you ſhould know, 


Sir, that theſe were my ſentiments, which 
at a proper time you will communicate 


to the moſt virtuous and deſerving of 
women.” 


Seidlits was affected. The wretched 


condition to which he ſaw the man re- 
duced, had long ſince diſſipated all his ani- 
moſity; with a ſympathiſing accent which 
was not very uſual to him, and a ſincerity 
which never forſook him, he expreſſed 
wiſhes for his recovery. Zeluco ſhook his 
head as if he thought that entirely out of 
the queſtion, and Seidlits withdrew. 


Zeluco then directed Bertram to ſend to 


Naples for his lawyer, who arrived in 


ſhort time, and received orders ae 
I 99 5 1 
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his laſt will, which was executed in due 
form, and ſigned by Zeluco the following 
morning, in the preſence of certain perſons 


who came from Naples at his — for 


chat purpoſe 
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CHAP. XCIX. 


Hail viety ! i goodneſs, bail 
Fail, O prevailing, ever O prevail! 
At thine entreaty, juſtice leaves to frown, 
And wrath appeaſing lays the thunder down; 
The tender heart of yearning r burns. 


PARNELL, 


a» 


. 
[ 


: PH E following day Laura was ; inform- 
ed for the firſt time of her huſband' 8 
being wounded, and that he was thought 
to be in danger. She was much more 
ſhocked at the intelligence than Signora 
Sporza, who communicated it, thought ſhe | 
had reaſon to be. Signora Sporza pro- 
ceeded to inform her of the particulars,— 
on what occaſion the accident had 4 
pened, and at what place her huſband was 
then lying. Thoſe circumſtances made no 
alteration 1n the teelings of Laura. 6 May 
Heaven 1 in mercy, cried ſhe, © prolong his 
life | 
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life till he is better prepared for death! O 
how dreadful for him to be hurried into 
eternity now!“ Signora Sporza inſinuated 
ſomething regarding the wretched proſpect 
which Laura would have before her with 
ſuch a huſband, in caſe of his recovery. 
« Ah!” cried Laura, is my temporal 
wretchedneſs to be put in the ſcale againſt 
bis eternal miſery? Almighty God, have 
comparnen upon him!“ exclaimed the, leav- 
ing Signora Sporza, and retiring to her 
bed- chamber, where ſhe immediately fell 
upon her knees before a crucifix; and, every 
| felfiſh conſideration being annihilated in 
her breaſt, with all the fincerity of the moſt 
\ſublime piety, ſhe poured forth her prayers 
to the Fountain of Mercy, that the life of 
her huſband might be preſerved, and that 
Heaven might inſpire him with repentance, 
and extend mercy to him. 
Returning to the room where her mother 
now was with Signora Sporza, ſhe inquired 
for her brother, and was told he had gone 
early the ſame morning to ſee Zeluco.— 
* Has my brother ſent no > meſſage ſince! g 
ſai 
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ſaid urs. by Madame de Seidlits and Sig- 
nora Sporza looked at each other as if they 
heſitated what anſwer they ſhould give. I 
perceive you have heard from him," cried 
Laura. Fray tell me how it is with 
the unfortunate man ? Alas, 1 fear he is 
worſe.“ | 
T6 It is ſurpriſing,” ſaid Signora Sporza, 
that you ſhew ſo much concern for one, 
who, had this not happened, might have 
been the cauſe of your brother's, or your 
friend Carloſtein' s, death.” 

« Heaven be praiſed, they are both alive, 
and well,” cried Laura, whereas this un- 
happy man is Ah, tell me how he is? 
What account have you received from my 
brother?“ The account is not favour- 
able, my dear, ſaid Madame de Seidlits. 
Alas, he is gone, cried Laura. Mer- 
ciful Heaven! has he been hurried off ſo 
ſuddenly?“ —* Shew her the Captain's let- 

ter, ſaid Madame de Seidlits. Signora 
Sporza then gave Laura a letter which ſhe 
had received from Captain Seidlits a little 
before ſhe informed Laura of what had be- 
5 fallen 


fallen her huſband, but which the abſtained 
from ſhewing her upon ſeeing her ſo much 
affected. The letter was in the following 


a words: 


| % DAR Mapa. 
„Tux ſurgeons in the preſence of the 


phyſician have juſt examined the wound; 


their opinions are the ſame as before, not- 
withſtanding ſome of the attendants had 


begun to entertain hopes of a favourable 


turn, on account of his being a great deal 
eaſier for theſe two hours than he has ever 
been fince he received the wound; he ſeems 
very weak and languid; he ſometimes 
mentions my fiſter, and once inquired if 
ſhe was in the houſe, but in a manner as if. 


he wiſhed, rather than expected, it: on being 


told ſhe was not How could I imagine 
ſhe would?“ faid he. Why ſhould ſhe 
think of a wretch like me?” I1 own I am 
affected at the diſmal condition of this 


poor man. Yet it were highly improper 
that Laura ſhould ſee him; it would be diſ- 


agreeable to her, and might have very bad 
cffeQs 


effects on her health; I imagine it would 
be right, however, to let her know in ge- 
neral what has happened, and the danger 


in which he is. You will confult with _ 
Madame de Seidlits on this ſubject. I ſhall 
probably not leave this place till the even- 


2 Jes rf 
„am, Kc. Kc. 


4 1 il] go and ſee him,” cried Laura, 


as ſoon as ſhe had peruſed the letter. 
Madame de Seidlits and Signora Sporza en- 


deavouring to diſſuade her — I conjure 


you, my dear mother,” ſaid ſhe, © as you 
value the future peace of my mind, do not 


oppoſe me. My fincere ſympathy may 
comfort him in this ſad hour of 


might have worſe conſequences than the 
interview they dreaded, the carriage was 


ordered, and Laura, with her mother, im- 
mediately proceeded to the houſe 1 IN which 


Zeluco lay. 


4 | Laura 
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Pray 5 
do not oppoſe my inclination. Indes. 5 
muſt g0. ' Fearing that ſtronger oppoſition 
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Laura paſſed the whole time in which 
they were on the road, in ejaculations and 
fervent prayers to Heaven, to look with 
an eye of mercy and compaſſion on her 
wretched huſband. 2 
When they Ait, Captain Seidlits 
came to the door of the carriage, —* O 
brother, how is he?” cried Laura. Seidlits 
| ſhook his head, and was filent. © Ah, 
miſerable man,” exclaimed ſhe, he is 
gone! e It is but a few minutes, ſaid 
Seidlits, 6 ſince he breathed his laſt.“ 
« All merciful God, have compaſſion on 
bis ſoul!” cried Laura. 


Madame de Seidlits then ordered the 
\coach to return with them to Naples. Laura 
paſſed the interval of her return in the 
ſame manner ſhe had done when going: 
and being arrived at Naples, ſhe entreated 
her mother, inſtead of driving direaly 
home, to ſtop at the church in which they 
5 uſually heard maſs; and there kneeling be- 
fore the altar, ſhe ſpent ſome time in men- 


tal prayer for the ſoul of her huſband. 
105 
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After which, ſhe ſent for the prieſt, and 
directed that a certain number of maſſes 
-might be performed for the ſame pious 
purpoſe. 
Any perſon, ignorant of the on caſe, 
would naturally have imagined that Laura 
had been the happieſt of women in her 
marriage; for no woman deprived ſuddenly 
of the huſband of her heart, was ever 
touched with more ſincere anguiſh for her 
own misfortune, than the compaſſionate 
and benevolent breaſt of Laura was with 
_ generous ſolicitude for the eternal welfare 
of the huſband who had uſed her fo ll, 
and whom ſhe had during his life deteſted. 
When the laſt will of Zeluco came to be 
examined, which it was ſoon after his death, 
in the preſence of two of the magiſtrates 
of Naples, of Captain Seidlits, Bertram, 
and others, it appeared that he had left his 
paternal eſtate in Sicily to a diſtant relation, 
who was his natural heir; and the reſt of 
his fortune, which was of much greater 
value, to his widow, burdened with a few 
legacies, of which the principal was one of 
Vol. II. „ two 
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two thouſand piſtoles to Bertram, and an- 
other of one thouſand to Captain Seidlits. 
The relation of Zeluco, to whom he left 
the eſtate, had always been neglected by 
him, and had not the leaſt expectation of 
the good fortune which now befel him. 
On his arrival at Naples, Laura, having 
heard him ſpoken of as a man of worth, 

and that he had a family of children, made 
| a conſiderable preſent in ready money to 
each of his children. She defired this 
gentleman alſo to give her a liſt of ſuch of 
her huſband's relations as were in bad cir- 
cumſtances; ſhe had often made the ſame 
requeſt to Zeluco with a view to aſſiſt 
them, but he had always evaded it, and 
ſhewed ſo much ill humour every time ſhe 
made the requeſt, that ſhe never had been 
able to put her good intentions towards 
thoſe people in execution. The legacy to 
Bertram was immediately paid, to which 
Laura made a conſiderable addition, and he 
ſoon after ſet out with Antonio for Geneva, 
eſteemed and loved by all who had known 
him. 75 


Laura 
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Laura alſo uſed her intereſt to have 
Nerina treated with lenity while ſhe was 
| detained in confinement; and as it was clear 
that ſhe was not directly acceſſary to the 


| murder of Zeluco, ſhe uſed her influence 
to ſoften the minds of the judges, who were 


violently prejudiced againſt Nerinn, ſo that 


ſhe was at laſt liberated, and immediately 
after left n 
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4A A TAI Seidlits leave of abſence 
was for nearly expired; he had often 
expreſſed his wiſhes that Madame de Seid- 

lits and Laura would return to Germany 


with him; and urged, among other rea- 
ſons, that it was expedient for his fiſter's 
health, and the tranquillity of her mind, 
that ſhe were removed from a place where 
ſo many objects would awaken painful re- 
collections; aſſerting at the ſame time, 
that his mother-in-law and fiſter would 


now hve much more happily in Germany 


than at Naples. 

Signora Sporza had mentioned to Cap- 
tain Seidlits her opinion that Carloſtein 
was enamoured of his ſiſter; but from a 


delicacy natural to the ſex, ſhe gave no 


hint concerning what ſhe was as fully per- 
1 | . ſuaded 
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ſuaded of, namely, Laura's partiality for 
him. Seidlits readily belieyed what he 
wiſhed to be true, and the high idea he 
had of his friend, left him no doubt that 
their love was mutual. 

Although Signora Sporza had communi- 
ove: only one half of her opinion on this 
ſubje& to the Captain, ſhe unfolded the 
whole to Madame de Seidlits, who em- 
braced the idea with great ſatisfaction; and 
the propoſal of returning to Berlin became 
more agreeable to her from that moment. 

It is probable that Laura reliſhed the plan 
of ultimately ſettling in Germany full, as 
much as her mother; but ſhe was ſolicitous 
to ſee certain diſtant relations of Zeluco 

eſtabliſhed in a manner which ſhe had 
pointed out, and in which ſhe wiſhed to 
aſſiſt them; the arrangements the had made 
for this . purpoſe could not be effectual 
without her preſence; nor could they be 
properly finiſhed in the ſhort interval that 
remained before her brother would be | un- 
der the neceſſity of deen Naples. 


H h 3 In 
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In the mean time Carloſtein received a 
letter from the Pruſſian Miniſter at Berlin, 
acquainting him that he was nominated by 

the king to an office at Court which had 

juſt become vacant; and hinting that he 
would pay his court in a manner very ac- 

ceptable to his Majeſty, by returning im- 

mediately with his friend Seidlits, without 

waiting for the expiration of his own leave 
of abſence. key 


The | pleaſure which Cirloſtein would 
| have felt from the knowledge of this mark 
of his ſovereign's favour, did not prevent 
the hint with which it was aecompanied 
from diſtreſſing him greatly. His paſſion 

for Laura, and his admiration of her con- 
duct, were higher now than ever; and ſhe 
continued to behave to him with every pro- 
per mark of confidence and eſteem. But 
he plainly perceived that the death of Ze- 
luco, and the circumſtances attending it, 
had made a ſtrong impreſſion upon her, 
and had put her into a frame of mind 
Which ill RCCOrged * with the ſubject that 
engroſſed 
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engroſſed his. He therefore abſtained from 


any direct declaration of his ſentiments to 


her, and it is probable would not have ven- 
tured on any thing of that nature ſo ſoon, 
had it not been for this letter from Berlin; 


but he could not think of leaving Naples in 
the ſame undecided ſtate, with regard to 


what he conſidered as the moſt important 
object of his life. 


Without mentioning the contents of the 
Miniſter's letter even to his friend Seidlits 
therefore, he watched an opportunity of 


ſpeaking to Laura alone; and then in the 


warmeſt language of reſpectful love, he de- 
clared his admiration of her virtues, the 
ſincerity of his paſſion, and the ſupreme 


wiſh of his heart. 


The whole of Carloſtein's conduẽ left 
no doubt of his ſincerity in the mind of 
Laura, yet ſhe ſhewed ſome ſurpriſe at the 


precipitancy of ' theſe declarations.—“ I 
would have waited,” continued Carloſtein, 


© for opportunities of giving ſtronger proofs 
than have hitherto been in my power of 


my attachment, before 1 had ventured to 


Hh 4 mention 
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mention the honour and happineſs to which 
1 aſpire, had I not received intelligence by 
yeſterday's poſt, which fills my heart with 
ten thouſand diſquietudes.” 

M Intelligence !” cried Laura. 

0 Of the moſt cruel import,” faid Car- 
loſtein; which threatens to tear me, when 
J leaft expected, from all r ſoul holds 
dear.“ | 
What do you mean ?” interrupted ſhe, 5 
with an alarmed voice, and becoming in- 
ſtantly pale; * pray, explain yourſelf. py 
Carloſtein then gave her the Minifter' 7 
letter, which ſhe took with an E 
hand. 
Having peruſed it, the ſaid, * I ſee no- 
thing here but good news; his Majefty I 
find has done you the honour to appoint 
you to an office near his perſon.” 
Carloſtein pointed to the paſſage which 
| hinted that the king expected him to re- 
turn with Captain Seidlits, and renewing 
his addreſſes, declared, That his happineſs 
depended on her; that if he could flatter 
himſelf with the hope of her favour, he 

. would 


would immediately write to the Miniſter in 
ſuch terms as he had no doubt would pro- 
cure him his Majeſty's approbation of his 
prolonging his ſtay at Naples; that no con- 
ſideration could prevail on 


Laura interrupted him, deſiring that he 
would not inſiſt on a ſubject which ſhe 
thought unbecoming her, as ſhe was then 
ſituated, to liſten to, adding, That ſhe 
would not attempt to conceal the ſentiments 
of eſteem which ſhe had always felt for 
him; ſhe acknowledged that ſhe valued his 


good opinion and friendſhip above that of 


any other man; that with reſpect to the 
Miniſter's letter, ſhe believed that ſach a 


hint as it contained, coming from a king 


or miniſter, was generally thought equi- 
valent to a command; that he certainly 


could not conſider it in any other light, and 
muſt act accordingly; that, independent of 


the Miniſter's letter, ſhe imagined there 


were conſiderations which might determine 


him not to remain longer at Naples, and 
would oblige her not to receive his viſits 
after the departure of her brother. 
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Carloſtein ſeemed uneaſy, and remained 
for ſome time ſilent after this declaration; 
but recollecting himſelf, he ſaid, © Your 
brother, I believe, is not entirely without 
5 hopes that Madame de Seidlits may be per- 
ſuaded to leave this country, and return 
immediately with him to Germany.“ 
My mother i is ſo good as to aſſure me,” 
ſaid Laura, © that ſhe will never ſeparate 
: herſelf from me, and certain affairs which 
I think indiſpenſable will detain me a e 
time after my brother's departure.“ 
. A long time!“ repeated Carloſtein 
with. an accent of ſorrow. 
I ſhall think it a long time,“ ſaid ſhe, 
with a ſmile and a look which conveyed 
happineſs to the heart of Carloſtein ; © for 
I do aſſure you,” added ſhe, © that there 
is nothing which I wiſh more. ſincerely than 
to return to my native country.“ 
 _ Carloſtein, being now more aſſured in the 
hopes which he could not help indulging, 
did not venture to urge her farther; for 
| however favourable to him her ſentiments 


might be, he plainly perceived that Laura 
thought, 
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mought it indelicate to admit of his ad- 
dreſſes ſo ſoon after the death of ber huf- 
band. i 

Immediately after leaving her, he com- 
municated the Miniſter's letter to his friend 
Seidlits, informing him at the ſame time 
that he would accompany him home. 
The interval between this time and that 


of their departure was ſpent almoſt entirely 


with Madame de Seidlits, Signora Sporza, 
and Laura; Mr. N — was very frequently 
of the parties, every individual of the ſo- 
: ciety having the — eſteem for that 
gentleman. 


Carloſtein earneſtly wiſhed to oral 


with Laura after he ſhould leave Naples. 


As ſhe ſtood at a window apart from the 
reſt of the company, he ſeized the occa- 


| ſion, and ſolicited her permiſſion to write 


to her. Laura beckoned to her mother, 
who having joined them, ſhe ſaid, The 


Baron, my dear Madam, propoſes to write 


to us, which I dare ſay will be very agree- 


able to you, and will prevent our having 
ſo 
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ſo much reaſon to regret wy brother s want 
of punQuality.” „ "x , 
Madame de Seidlits, although ſhe was 
| convinced that the propoſal was intended 
for Laura only, anſwered, That they ſhould” 
be happy to hear from him as * as his 
leiſure permitted him to write. 
The day immediately 3 the de- 
parture of Carloſtein and Seidlits was to 
this ſociety mournful, but not unhappy; the 
flow of the virtuous and tender affections 
of the heart, of beneyolence, gratitude, 


friendſhip, and love, are never without en- 
joyment. 


4 * 3 3 * — ne 
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— Who that hens. 
A human boſom, bath not often felt 
| \ How dear are all thoſe ties which bind our race 
1 In gentleneſs together, and how ſweet ; 
| Their force, let Fortune's wayward hand the while 
Be kind or cruel? —— | ” AKENSIDE. 


p 5 Targe a Buchanan ſapped together 
tete a=tcte the ſame evening; they felt a 
mutual regard for each other, a mutual 
ſorrow at the thought of ſeparating, and 
they 8 agreed that the beſt way of 


_diſpotng 
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Gpolipg of ſorrow i is to waſh | it away with 


When the night was far advanced, Bu- 


chanan roſe, ſhook his friend very cordially 

by the hand, ſaying, © As you are to be 
up ſo early in the morning, I will not keep 
you any longer from your bed. _y God 
| bleſs you, my dear Duncan.” 


© Nay, God ſhall not bleſs me Wy 


three hours,” ſaid Targe ; 3 ©* for as I am to 


riſe ſo early, I do not think it worth while 


to go to bed this night; ſo fit you down on 
your ſeat, George, and let us _Y a freſh 
bottle without farther ceremony.” 


Buchanan, not being in a humour to 


diſpute a point of this kind, immediately 
complied; flapping Targe upon the ſhoulder, 


and finging the following line from an old 


| Scottiſh ſong : 


He's the king of good fellows, and ak * of auld men 4 


and never made another offer of taking 


leave, till he ſaw Targe ready to ſet out 


with his maſter and Carloſtein. 


* Wale, or choice, 
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The latter wrote from the various towns 
of Italy and Germany in the courſe of their 
journey to Berlin, addreſſing his letters al- 
ternately to Madame de Seidlits and to 
Laura. Captain Seidlits, who was not in 
love, and hated letter· writing, yas con- 
tented with occaſionally adding af poſtſcript 
of a few ſentences to Carloſtein's letters. 
This correſpondence continued with equal 
regularity after their arrival at Berlin; and 
Carloſtein, who had repeatedly begged of 
Madame de Seidlits to let him know the 
exact time when ſhe and Laura intended 
to leave Italy, at length wrote to her that 
he ſhould be happy to return to Naples, 
that he might have the honour of accom- 
panying chem to Berlin, and earneſtly in- 
treated her to uſe her influence with Laura 
to conſent to that meaſure; for which, he 
ſaid, he was aſſured of che Wat s permiſ= 
fon. 
Madame de Seidlits could not give a 65 
tisfactory anſwer for a conſiderable time, 
becauſe, although Laura herſelf was impa- 


tient to leave Naples, yet ſhe had reſolved 
— 10 to 


VV 
to remain till ſhe ſettled her affairs in ſuch 
a manner as not to require her returning: 


this ſhe accompliſhed at length, having at 
the ſame time gratified her own benevolent. 


and generous diſpoſition by doing, what 
ſhe called, juſtice to the relations of Zeluco, 


in a degree far beyond their expectations; 


and ſo as to procure their fervent prayers 


for her happineſs, and the admiration of all 


who were acquainted with her behaviour, 
At the approach of ſummer, Madame de 


Seidlits gave Carloſtein the joyful news 


that Laura and ſhe were immediately to ſet 


out on their return to Germany, and that 


they could not think of putting him to the 
inconveniency of coming ſo far as Naples, 


eſpecially as his friend Mr. N—, being 


to return at the ſame time to England, had 
offered to accompany them the whole way 


to Berlin; that they had agreed to accept 


of his eſcort, however, no farther than to 
| Milan, which did not lead him out of the 
route that at all events he would have taken, 
At Milan, Madame de Seidlits added, ſhe 
had a friend who would accompany them 


e 
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to Dreſden; and as they could not reach 
that city for a conſiderable time after the 
Pruſſian reviews were over, ſhe hoped 
it would not be inconvenient to Carloſtein 
to meet them there, at a time which ſhe 
mentioned, from whence he might accom- 
pany them to Berlin. 5 

When Madame de Seidlits, A and 
Signora Sporza, attended by Mr. N, 
arrived at the inn at Milan, they were 
greatly ſurpriſed to find Carloſtein and Cap- 

nun Seidlits ready to hand them out of the 
carriage. Seidlits had received his mo- 
ther- in-law's letter during the reviews; his 
friend and he ſet out for Milan ſoon after, 
and arrived ſome time before the ladies. 
The unexpected appearance of theſe two 
= gentlemen certainly occaſioned an agreeable 
ſenſation to the company juſt arrived ; but 
it was too ſtrong for the ſenſibility of Laura. 
She could not help being a good deal agi- 
tated, the conſciouſneſs of which increaſed = 
her confuſion ; every body obſerved the 

manner in which ſhe was affected, and all . 

had the delicacy to impute it to the fatigue 

8 of 
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of the journey. Laura ſoon recovered her 
uſual ſerenity, and the whole party ſpent 
a few very happy weeks at Milan; during 
which Mr. N 
Farl his father, informing him that Miſs 
Warren had conſented to give her hand to 


his friend Steele, to the infinite ſatisfaction 


of old Mr. Transfer and Mrs. Steele, as 
| well as that of Lady Elizabeth and the Earl 
himſelf; and that the nuptial ceremony 


Was delayed till Mr. N——'s arrival in 
England, all parties being deſirous that he 


ſhould be preſent on that happy occaſion. 


This intelligence afforded much pleaſure 
to Mr. N—, who had great good-will 


toward Steele, a very high eſteem for Miſs 


Warren, and was beſides of a frame of 
mind which takes delight in the happineſs 
of others. With this charming diſpoſition 
Mr. N muſt have been highly gratified 


in the contemplation of the company he 
was then in, every individual of which was 


in a ſtate of felicity. 

Signora Sporza, who loved Laura with 
an affection little inferior to that of her 
mother, could not conceal her joy in the 


Vox, ll. Ii © perfuation 


received a letter from the 
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perſuaſion ſhe had of the approaching hap- 
pineſs of her young friend; for it was now 
obvious that her marriage with Carloſtein 
| would take place ſoon after their arrival 
at Berlin. Captain Seidlits was delighted 
with the idea of his beloved ſiſter's being 
united to the man whom of all mankind 
he loved and efteemed the moſt. The ſa- 
tisfaction of Madame de Seidlits, it may. 
be eaſily ſuppoſed, was equal to theirs. 
Laura and Carloſtein law in each other all 


that their 1maginations conceived as ami- 
able; and they beheld in the faces of their 
ſurrounding friends a generous joy at the 
proſpect of their felicity, and an impatience | 
to ſee them ſpeedily united. 

It would have been difficult for Mr. 
N — to have reſiſted the importunities 
of his friends and his own inclination, to 
accompany them to Berlin, had he not 
received the letter above mentioned from 
his father; this determined him to follow 
the plan he had formed on leaving Naples. 

After expreſſing hopes of meeting again 
in Germany, or perhaps in England, Mr. 
N took a molt affectionate leave of a 
1 N company 
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company he ſo greatly eſteemed, carrying 
with him the friendſhip and beſt wiſhes 
of every perſon i in it. The ladies, eſcorted 


by Carloſtein and Captain Seidlits, ſet out 
for Berlin on the ſame day that Mr. N— 
took his route for Geneva, where he pro- 
poſed to paſs a few days with Bertram, and 
endeavour, if poſſible, to prevail on him to 
accompany him to England. 

On his arrival at Turin, where he ſtop- 
ped only one night, he wrote an anſwer 


to his father's letter, the concluſion of which 
was in the following terms: | 

«© Tam every day more confirmed i in the 
truth of what you, my dear Sir, took ſo 
much pains to impreſs early on my mind, 
That miſery is inſeparable from vice, and 
that the concurrence of every fortunate 
circumſtance cannot produce happineſs, or 
even tranquillity, independent of conſcious 
integrity. 

“ Had 1 Faid doubts on this head, 
the fate of a perſon with whom I had ſome 
acquaintance at Naples, would have ſerved 
to diſſipate them ; the particulars of this 
wretched man's ſtory I will communicate 

to 
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to you at more leiſure. I need only men 
tion at preſent, that with every advantage 
of perſon, birth, and fortune, and united 
by marriage to the moſt beautiful and ac- 
compliſhed woman I ever had the happineſs 
of knowing, he was miſerable through the 
whole of his life, entirely owing to the 
ſelfiſhneſs and deptavity of his heart. I am 
equally convinced that it is not in the 
power of external cireumſtanees to render 
hat man, who is in poſſeſſion of integrity 
and the bleſſing of an applauding con- 
ſcience, ſo wretched as the perſon above 
alluded to often was in the midſt of pro- 
ſperity and apparent happineſs. An ac- 
quaintance 1 lately formed with another 
perſon, a citizen of Geneva, of a charac- 
ter the reverſe of the former, and whom 1 
am not without hopes of preſenting to you 
at my return, tends to confirm this opinion; | 
and to convince me that the Poet is right in 


declaring; 


t The broadeſt mirth unfeeling Folly 1 won, 


« Leſs pleaſing far than Virtue's very tears: 


THE END. 
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